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HISTORY AND PHILOSOPHY OF LIBRARIANSHIP 


5968 Babylonske og assyriske arkiver og biblioteker. [Babylonian 
and Assyrian archives and libraries]. Mogens Weitemeyer. Copenhagen, 
Branner og Korch, 1955. 104 p. Plates, references. Studier fra Sprog- og 
Oldtidsforskning, 64 (227). 

A description of archives and libraries in the old Mesopotamia from about 
3000 B.C. till about 250 B.C. After an introduction on the cuneiform tablets 
the author examines some tablets found at excavations in Mesopotamia which 
bear witness to the existence of archives, collections of schooltexts and libraries, 
The archive and library technique of which the first came to a climax under the 
III Dynasty of Ur (about 2000 B.C.) isdescribed. The archives’ connection with 
the economic life of the temples, the archives’ and the schools’ influence on the 
establishment of the temple libraries is underlined. The first proper libraries 
are from 1900-1500 B.C., when the Sumerian written language was replaced by 
the Semitic written language Accadian (or Babylonian-Assyrian). Also later, 
when the Assyrians took over the Babylonian culture, the libraries flourished 
and the palace libraries are characteristic of that period (Tiglatpileser I’s library 
in Ashur about 1000 B.C. and Ashurbanipal’s in Niniveh about 600 B.C.). 
When the Babylonian culture began to decay (Persian epoch) temple libraries 
and private collections were erected to try to preserve the tradition. 


5969 Archive and library technique in Ancient Mesopotamia, Mogens 
Weitemeyer. Libri, 6 (3) 1956, 217-238. Illus. References. 

The written records of the ancient inhabitants of Mesopotamia were kept on 
stylus-impressed clay tablets, and the author maintains that a distinction can be 
made between archive and library technique in the treatment accorded these 
tablets. The archives, the earliest example of which is c. 2000 B.C. and from 
which the libraries later developed, were at first only store-room working 
records. Later, such records were retained after.they were no longer of im- 
mediate importance and later still historical documents (i.e. letters between 
kings) were added to the archives. This type of material was stored in reed 
baskets labelled according to the nature and contents of the tablets. Library 
material, on the other hand, consisted of religious texts, vocabularies, mathe- 
matical and astrological tables and seems to have been stored upright on shelves. 
The library tablets had bibliographical colophons and were gathered into subject 
series. There also seems to have been catalogues in the nature of shelf-lists for 
the library material. 


5970 Ortega y Gasset y el bibliotecario. [Ortega y Gasset and the 
librarian]. Dionisio de Lara Minguez. Bol. Asoc. Cubana, 7 (4) December 
1955, 140-143. 

A summary of the ideas of the Spanish philosopher, Ortega y Gasset 1883- 
1955, on librarians and their place in the modern world. Librarianship as a 
profession began at the time of the Renaissance when books were becoming an 
important factor in a humanistic society, and reached its maturity in the nine- 
teenth century. The French Revolution heralded the ideal of democracy based 
on the printed book. The task of the twentieth century librarian is to guide a new 
reading public in danger of being swamped by the mass of present day publishing. 
The full text of Ortega y Gasset’s Mision del Bibliotecario is to be found in Volume 
5 of his Obras completas, Revista de Occidente, Madrid, 1946-47. 
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5971 The social impact of libraries, William B. Paton. Scottish Lib. Assn. 
Conf. Proc., 1956, 9-17. 

The purpose of libraries varies from the aesthetic and the academic, to the 
severely practical, and the popular. The librarian’s task is to disseminate ideas 
through books. The effect of these ideas on the reader depends on his mental 
outlook ; reading is the reaction of one mind upon another. Censorship in 
any form is socially dangerous, yet selection is forced upon librarians through 
economic necessity. The criterion of selection should be the social betterment 
of mankind. Public esteem and social value accrue from all types of libraries, 
and deficiencies in one can harm the reputation of all ; rivalries between different 
branches of librarianship are harmful and needless. As an Association, it is our 
task to work for the improvement of all kinds of libraries, and for their further 
integration in the national scheme of co-operation. 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATIONS 


5972 Internationaal Congres te Brussel 1955. WVerslagen van de 
sectievergaderingen. [International Congress at Brussels 1955. Reports of 
the meetings of the sections]. Bibliotheekgids, 32 (2) March-April 1956, 30-52. 

Various authors give their impressions and reports of several sections of the 
Congress. 


5973 Stichtingsvergadering van de “International Association of 
Agricultural Librarians and Documentalists’ (IAALD) Gent 1955. 
[Foundation Meeting of the International Association of Agricultural Librarians 
and Documentalists (IAALD) Ghent 1955]. G. Genie. Bibliotheekgids, 32 (2) 
March-April 1956, 52-60. 


A short account of the meeting of 60 representatives from 15 countries. 


5974 Quatriéme Congrés International des Bibliothéques Musicales, 
Bruxelles, 11-18 septembre 1955: actes du Congrés. [Fourth Inter- 
national Congress of Music Libraries, Brussels, 11-18 September 1955: 
proceedings of the Congress]. Fontes Artis Musicae, (1) 1956, 1-164. 

The introduction (by A. Hyatt King) is followed by 4 official speeches, the 
Report of the proceedings of the General Assembly (4 articles) and the Summary 
report of the proceedings of the Congress (5 articles). The Preliminary reports 
are as follows (titles of articles in foreign languages are translated) : The réle and 
the place of the public library in modern musical education (J. R. Le Cosquino 
de Bussy ; in French), The réle of the public library in modern musical education 
(Vincent H. Duckles), The technical and educational tasks of record libraries 
(André Schaeffner ; in French), Educational and scientific aspects of the record 
library (Philipp L. Miller), Musicological problems of a Repertory of musical 
sources (Friedrich Blume : in German, with summary in French), Some biblio- 
graphical and technical results of an International repertory of musical sources 
(Francois Lesure : in French), The music librarian : his professional development 
(Suzanne Clercx-Lejeune ; in French), The professional development of the 
music librarian (Mercedés de Moura Reis Pequefio ; in Spanish, with summary 
in French), The contribution of radio music libraries to national and inter- 
national musical life (John Howard Davies), A propos of exchanges of music 
(Franz Grasberger ; in German, with summary in French), and Disc and tape 
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recordings as exchange material (Gabriel Rouget ; in French). The written 
papers are as follows: The professional development of a music librarian 
(Ermelinda Acerenza ; in Spanish, with summary in English), General and 
special catalogues in music libraries (Bianca Becherini ; in French), Public music 
libraries : the national aspects of the problem (Jaime Moll Roqueta ; in Spanish, 
with summary in French), The professional development of a music librarian 
(Jaime Moll Roqueta ; in Spanish, with summary in French), The law of disc 
and tape recordings (Gustav C. Chamrath ; in German, with summary in 
French), Problems of an International gramophone record catalogue (Valentine 
Britten, Francis F. Clough, Geoffrey Cuming), A survey of the musical resources 
of Scandinavia, with particular reference to their use in broadcast performances 
(Folke Lindberg), Problems relating to the establishment of an international 
inventory of works whose materials of performance exist only in very rare 
copies (Enrich Straram ; in French), Comparative study of public music libraries 
in various countries (Pierre Meylan ; in French), Public music library practice 
and possibilities (Alfons Ott ; in German, with summary in French), and Public 
music libraries: international co-operation (Nils Schiorring). The Papers 
given at the Congress itself are as follows : The réle and the place of the public 
library in modern musical education : some new aspects of the question (J. R. Le 
Cosquino de Bussy ; in French), The rdle of the public library in modern 
musical education : an American appraisal (Vincent H. Duckles), The Inter- 
national Repertory of Musical Sources: two years of experience (Frangois 
Lesure ; in French), Phonograph records in U.S. public libraries (Catharine K. 
Miller), The construction of a record library of valuable song recordings and the 
possibilities of its use in broadcasting (Helmut Reinold ; in German), German 
radio music libraries : their organisation and the possibilities of their international 
use (F. W. Pauli; in German), and The music librarian (Suzanne Clercx- 
Lejeune ; in French). The volume closes with the resolutions of the Congress. 


5975 Reorganisation — boon or chimera, Ralph R. Shaw. Lib. J., 81 (11) 
June 1 1956, 1357-1363. Port. 

Describes a programme for the reorganisation of the A.L.A. This provides 
for (i) a single governing body with an Executive Board, (ii) membership 
organisation, both by type of work and by type of library, (iii) centralisation of 
staffing at H.Q., (iv) money for divisional needs, first of all calculated on a per 
capita basis, though additional grants may be made by the Executive Board. All 
of these points are examined in some detail showing why they are necessary. 


5976 The proposed Association of Public Libraries, Ruth W. Gregory. 
Publ. Libs., 10 (1) March 1956, 3-4, 24. 

A report of a discussion on the proposed re-organisation of the Public Libraries 
Division of the A.L.A. under the title Association of Public Libraries. The report 
contains a preliminary statement of the objectives and field of interest of the 
association. 


5977 A.L.A. reorganization and N.A.S.L. State Lib. Newsl., 4 (2) May, 
1956, 1-6. 

A report of a Special Committee meeting which considered the Management 
Survey’s proposal to establish a State Library Agency within the A.L.A., on the 
grounds that the State Library situation is one of the weakest elements in the 
American library pattern. The Special Committee recommended that the 
National Association of State Libraries should co-operate with the A.L.A. 
because this would mean closer association with other types of libraries and a 
permanent headquarters staff, leading to a better state library service. 
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5978 Librarians and associations, Marianne Yates. Illinois Libs., 38 (5) 
May 1956, 125-126. 

A plea for unity in the profession of librarianship. The writer believes that 
a multitude of special library associations harm rather than help the library 
profession. Librarians must be persons of catholic curiosity with a flare for 
organising the literature of any discipline. 


5979 Our predecessors [viz. of the American Association of Law Libraries} 
and their achievements, George A. Johnston. Law Lib. J., 49 (2) May 1956, 
138-147. 

The article, which begins with a short account of early English and Scottish 
law librarians, contains the professional biographies of 27 prominent American 
law librarians, of whom one (Frederick C. Hicks) is still living. 


5980 History of the American Association of Law Libraries: the 
founders and the early years, 1906-1929, Gilson G. Glasier ; the Roalfe 
plan and the middle years, 1930-1942, Helen Newman ; up till now, 
Harrison M. Macdonald. Law Lib. J., 49 (2) May 1956, 82-127. Photographs. 


I. Gives a summary of the first 24 annual meetings and biographical notes of 
presidents. II. Describes development under the plan inaugurated by and 
worked out under William R. Roalfe. The plan was approved in 1934 and 
gradually put into practice during the rest of the period. The proceedings of 
each annual meeting are briefly described. III. The Association managed to 
perform its essential functions during the war years, although no meetings were 
held in 1943 and 1944; return to normality was very gradual. Important 
events and appointments during the post-war years are noted and the annual 
meetings described. 


5981 [Chapters of the American Association of Law Libraries]. Law 
Lib. J., 49 (2) May 1956, 180-212. 

(i) History of the Carolina-South Eastern Chapter 1937-1955, Sarah Leverette 
and Lucile Elliott. In 1937, ten law librarians of N. Carolina, anxious about 
the status and the whole position of their libraries, and acutely conscious of their 
isolation, formed a group called the North Carolina Law Librarians. In 1938 
South Carolina joined them, and in 1939 they became the first chapter. By 
1954 the group had expanded to include Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana 
and Virginia. The practical co-operation and contacts have proved most 
valuable and law librarianship has improved much in the last 20 years in the 
region. (ii) The Law Library Association of Greater New York (LLAGNY) 1938- 
1956, Julius J. Marke. After 11 years of independent existence, LLAGNY 
became a chapter in 1949. A professional journal, The Legist was published 
1941-43 ; much has been achieved in professional education, and a union 
catalogue of law materials in the area is coming into being. (iii) The Law 
Librarian’s Society of Washington, D.C., 1939-1955, Bertha M. Rothe. Formed 
in 1939, the association became a chapter in 1949. It has published a Union list 
of legislative histories in the area. Legal reference courses began in 1954-55. 
(iv) Law Librarians of New England, 1946-1955, Lois Peterson. Became a chapter 
in 1948. Some lectures and discussions at meetings are summarised. A list of 
activities is appended. (v) The Chicago Association of Law Libraries, 1947-1955, 
Frank Di Canio. Became a chapter in the same year as it was founded. The 
group immediately started work on check-lists and has kept up to date the Union 
catalogue of law libraries in the Chicago area. A Guide to the legal collections 
in Chicago has been published. Previous attempts and achievements in co- 
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operation are summarised. (vi) The Southern California Association of Law 
Libraries, 1952-55, Charles W. Armstrong. A brief survey of organisation and 
activities. (vii) The Minnesota Chapter, Margaret S. Andrews. A brief history 
of the conception and foundation in 1955. 


5982 Institutes [of the American Association of Law Libraries] from the 
point of view of a director, Miles O. Price. Law Lib. J., 49 (2) May 1956, 
168-174. 


The first institute (i.e. summer school) was held at the University of California 
in 1953, and was attended by 53 librarians. The curriculum, which was based 
on requests from intending “pupils”, who proved to be mainly experienced 
librarians, included legal bibliography, reference work, book selection, and 
cataloguing. The second institute, held at Northwestern University School of 
Law in 1955, had 72 “‘pupils”, a larger staff, and a wider scope. The author of 
the article gives his conclusions from his experience as director of the first 
institute. 


5983 Institutes [of the American Association of Law Libraries] from the 
point of view of the student, Riley Paul Burton and Priscilla L. Rider. 
Law Lib. J., 49 (2) May 1956, 175-179. 


Law librarianship, as the handmaiden of the legal profession, should attempt 
to keep up with the trends in the profession towards longer pre-law training, a 
stabilised period of formal study, and greater provision for post-graduate training. 
The institutes are an attempt to bridge the gap between formal education and 
actual library practice. All those attending the institutes, whether experienced 
or not, gained something new, as well as consolidating their previous knowledge ; 
the interchange of ideas and the stimulation of personal contacts also proved 
fruitful. 


5984 The relations of the American Association of Law Libraries with 
other professional organizations, William R. Roalfe. Law Lib. J., 49 (2) 
May 1956, 128-137. 


The very nature of law librarianship makes collaboration with other pro- 
fessional groups both necessary and desirable. In addition to the fact that 
individual members of the Association are often members also of other bodies, 
the Association is today formally co-operating with 7 other organisations, for 
the purposes of : (i) exchange of information, (ii) avoiding duplication of effort, 
(iii) pooling effort for a common end, and (iv) propaganda for librarianship by 
means of public relations. The means by which these functions may be performed 
include : (i) joint meetings, (ii) the Law Lib. J. itself, (iii) personal activity of the 
officers, (iv) official liaison through the secretariat, (v) formal representation on 
other bodies, (vi) special committees, and (vii) affiliation (e.g. to the A.L.A.), 
and possibly integration with other groups. Progress has already been made, 
but much remains to be done. 


PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION 


5985 Library training — what’s next? F. J. Perry. Aust. Lib. J., 5 (1) 
January 1956, 5-6. 


The aims of librarianship require re-stating so that training can become 
purposive. There exists no satisfactory statement of the role of the librarian in 
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society comparable with that of the learned professions. The two chief charac- 
teristics of a profession are a recognised code of ethics and the basing of techniques 
upon principles rather than rule of thumb procedures or routine skills. The 
practice of librarianship in Australia also lacks direction due to following overseas 
practice too closely. In the small service units of Australia distinctions between 
professional and non-professional tasks are unreal. Making the examinations 
hard to the point of unrealism fails in its object of making librarianship a pro- 
fession. Many are driven away from library work, while successful students 
become resentful of routine tasks. A national plan is needed, with provision 
for the exchange of librarians interstate as well as intrastate. 


5986 Professional education in Australia: its realities and _possi- 
bilities, John Hirst. Aust. Lib. J., 5 (1) January 1956, 7-11. 


The decision recently made in principle by the New South Wales University 
of Technology to establish a post-graduate diploma in librarianship focuses 
attention on the adequacy of the syllabus of the Library Association of Australia, 
This suffers from two basic shortcomings : (i) the lack of subjects of scholarship 
such as literary history and criticism which are necessary to the proper under- 
standing of descriptive and historical bibliography ; (ii) the presentation of 
professional subjects such as cataloguing and classification in enumerative form 
at the cost of principle, which results in error as to particulars and principles, 
The present location of schools in state libraries means that the teaching is 
carried out by one section of the profession. To create ‘“‘a body of people 
trained to take the broadest possible view of librarianship’”’ it is necessary to make 
librarianship a social technology with the implication that its practitioners should 
be not merely adept at its special techniques but possess both professional and 
academic grounding in the subjects that lead to the acquisition of such techniques. 
The approach to the problem is well illustrated by the criteria for prospective 
librarians applied by the University of California School of Librarianship and by 
the basic elements for a curriculum in librarianship laid down by Dr. J. P. Danton. 
Suggested outlines of courses are appended. 


5987 Content of the training programme and its appropriateness for 
Australian conditions, Margery Ramsay. Aust. Lib. J., 5 (1) January 1956, 
11-15. 


The training programme of the Library Association of Australia has achieved 
excellent results in many fields and is now recognised overseas. Any programme 
* needs continual criticism to keep it alive. The present article is concerned with 
the public library point of view. The syllabi for the Preliminary and Registration 
examinations are criticised in detail. The present system of central examination 
is justified in a country such as Australia where library development is new and 
uneven. Special shortened courses should be made available for teacher- 
librarians and “custodians” of very small municipal libraries which cannot 
afford to employ anyone with more than the Preliminary certificate. In these 
libraries a mature local custodian is more suitable than an immature student with 
the Preliminary certificate. 


5988 Danmarks Biblioteksskole. [The Danish School of Librarianship]. 
Bogens Verden, 38 (4) July 1956, 181-185. 

A law of 25th May 1956 established the Danish School of Librarianship which 
will undertake the training of all types of librarian. The present system of 
training for public librarians will be improved ; there will be less need in future 
for public libraries to train their own staffs. The law makes a radical change 
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for the training of librarians in scientific and learned libraries ; formerly there 
was no definite scheme of training. Special librarians will now have the chance 
of regular training. 


5989 Jahresarbeiten aus der Hamburger Bibliotheksschule. [“Jahresar- 
beiten” in the Hamburg School of Librarianship]. Kurt Richter. Z. 
f Bib.u.Bib., 3 (2) 1956, 108-113. Bibliog. 

To enable students studying for the diploma examination of the Hamburg 
School of Librarianship to gain experience in the essentially practical aspects of 
librarianship, the “Jahresarbeit” has been established. Literally a “year’s work”’, 
it is a task which has to be completed as home work within the school year. 
Its aim is to familiarize the student with the technique of bibliographical in- 
vestigation and to encourage the use of scientific methods of working. Adhering 
tocommon basic principles the student either compiles a bibliography or prepares 
a paper on a subject of his own choosing. Details of a large number of Jah- 
resarbeiten are appended, and the subjects listed range from “English public 
libraries” to “Publishing in Hamburg from 1700 to 1800”, and from “German 
photographic periodicals” to “The literature of the history of sailing ships”. 


5990 Training for librarianship in India, Pramil Chandra Bose. J. Ind. 
Lib, Assn. 1 (3) April 1956, 30-34. 

A brief account of the origin and establishment of librarianship training 
centres in India reveals the development of professional education since 1910 up 
to the present day. The position now is that there are two agencies providing 
library training — (i) the universities which run a diploma course, (ii) the training 
centres under the auspices of the various library associations which run certificate 
courses. There is scope for standardisation of both courses and a central co- 
ordinating body is needed. The Indian Library Association is recommended to 
undertake this task. 


5991 Improved salesmanship, Kathleen B. Stebbins. Lib. J., 81 (12) 
June 15 1956, 1567-1572. Port. 

There are some 10,000 vacancies in the libraries of the U.S.A. and the position 
is unlikely to improve for another nine years as the number of College graduates 
will not increase till that time. This is due to the low birth rate in the 1930’s. 
In the meantime the following may help the situation. (i) Increased salaries — 
aminimum of $4,000 per annum for those with a Master’s degree is suggested. 
(ii) Increased use of part-time staff. (iii) Make sure your library is a good place 
to work in. (iv) Promote more library publicity. (v) Wider co-operative 
recruiting programmes. (vi) Provide pre-professional training for College 
undergraduates. 


5992 Recruiting librarians. Lib. J., 81 (12) June 15 1956, 1579-1595. 
Bibliog. 

A symposium of articles on the problem of recruiting personnel for libraries 
in the U.S. A wide variety of methods is employed, including Career weeks, 
pre-professional recruitment, poster and brochure publicity, radio and T.V. 
programmes. 


5993 Salaries up, positions open, Donald E. Strout, and Ruth B. Strout. 
Lib. J., 81 (12) June 15 1956, 1573-1579. 

A survey of the initial placements of 1,224 graduates from accredited library 
schools in the U.S. and Canada during 1955. Salaries tended to cluster in the 
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group $3,600 - $4,000, an increase on 1954. A number of tables are given; 
(i) the number of placements of each school, showing highest, lowest, and 
median salary ; (ii) the types of libraries into which graduates were placed 
during the year ; (iii) average salary for the years 1951-55. 


5994 What price law librarians ? A. Elizabeth Holt. Law Lib. J., 49 (3) 
August 1956, 240-243. 


The salaries and status of law librarians in the USA compare unfavourably 
with those of lesser skilled professions. Protests at inadequate salaries, com- 
parisons with other law libraries, and individual action by enterprising members, 
are all effective in some degree ; but more detailed study of particular benefits 
in various libraries (e.g. sick leave pay), and more effort on the part of all con- 
cerned are essential if conditions are to be improved. 


5995 What library schools expect of the employer, Frances Dolores, 
MLA Bull., 20 (4) Summer 1956, 68-71. 


Suggestions are made for the satisfactory introduction of new personnel to 
librarianship. Employers should emphasise the idea of service when recruiting 
rather than stress the opportunities for advancement, growing salaries and social 
security. Sympathetic and disinterested supervision of any practical work set 
by the library school should be given. Upon employment the newcomer 
should find a programme of in-service training. On his first day in the library 
he should receive careful orientation including full information of his employ- 
ment, holidays, leave of absence, paydays and benefits, followed by information 
on the educational, recreational and cultural opportunities available in the town. 
This should also be available in written form, in order that the employee will 
start with a positive professional attitude and thereby help to ensure loyalty to 
the library and an understanding of the unity of the library system. Employers 
can also help by giving instruction at library schools and by encouraging new 
recruits to take an active part in their professional associations. 


5996 In-service training or library schools, Jean P. Whyte. Aust Lib. J, 
5 (1) January 1956, 1-5. 


The advantages of in-service training are: (i) closer contact with library 
practice for both students and instructors, (ii) teaching directed to the needs ofa 
specific library. Library schools attached to libraries combine the benefits of 
full-time study with the practical advantages of in-service training. The disad- 
vantage of both forms of training is the limited objective of service within a 
specific system. In university schools of librarianship (i) the students are inde- 
pendent of the teachers, the relationship being one of shared intellectual interest 
and not of superior officer and junior employee ; (ii) the teachers have more 
opportunity for objective thought, study and preparation of lectures ; (iii) 
teachers and students will benefit by mixing with others in an academic atmos 
phere where ideas are the most important things. University education for 
librarianship is no substitute for in-service training ; the graduate needs to be 
orientated in his job. The ideal system is graduation followed by employment 
in a library with a thorough training programme. 


5997 The selection of clerical assistants in a public library : report 
on the use of a written general intelligence test, Herbert Goldhor. 
Illinois Libs., 38 (4) April 1956, 69-70. 

In 1953-55 the Evansville Public Library, Illinois, administered the Wonderlic 
Personnel Test to 38 persons appointed as junior library assistant. Six months 
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after each person was appointed, a one-item over-all service rating (in the form 
of a graphic rating scale) was secured. The article gives brief details of the test 
and the people tested. The conclusion reached was that the service ratings were 
higher than the ratings gained from the intelligence test and so an intelligence 
test alone cannot be used to measure what is needed for the work of the positions 
involved. 


5998 Staff manuals, Ruth A. Lenth. [.L.A. Rec., 10 (1) July 1956, 13-14, 17. 


An outline of the purposes, compilation, revision, and contents of a staff 
manual used in a large public library, such as Chicago P.L. Advantages to 
administrators are: (i) procedures are standardised ; (ii) promotes uniform 
practice ; (iii) records policy decisions and interprets the library’s functions to all 
employees ; (iv) improves staff relationships and makes for a more responsible 
staff ; (v) simplifies the work of the supervisor in training new employees ; 
(vi) serves as a co-ordinating device, eliminating duplication of effort ; (vii) 
distinguishes between clerical and professional duties ; (viii) serves as a basis for 
re-examining the library’s routines and suggesting policy changes. 


5999 Library and documentation periodicals (preliminary edition), 
W. van der Brugghen. The Hague, International Federation for Docu- 
mentation, June 1956, 36 p. (FID publ. 295). 


A list of 276 periodicals devoted to library science and documentation, pub- 
lished in 51 countries, divided into: (i) indexing and abstracting services (7 
titles); (ii) library and documentation periodicals (273 titles) arranged by 
country classified by UDC, together with indications when a_ periodical 
is indexed or abstracted by one of the major indexing services. Book news 
bulletins and bibliographical journals are not listed. (iii) Related periodicals 
(18 titles), mainly scientific and technological, which regularly publish articles 
on librarianship. The full title, number of issues per annum, and the name and 
address of publisher, are given with each title. Notes are added to a few of the 
titles indicating the languages used. In (ii) the following countries head the 
list : USA (90), Great Britain (24), Germany (14), France (11), India (9), Poland 
(7), Netherlands (7), Argentine (7). 


6000 The role of professional periodicals in education for library and 
information work, J. Bird. Aslib Proc., 8 (1) February 1956, 55-67. 


The present period is witnessing a great increase in the output of information, 
presented in a complexity of forms ; there is a corresponding need not only to 
extend the use but also to instil into potential users an awareness of the significance 
of information. Librarians and information officers must be receptive to new 
ideas and be capable of developing them in response to the changing demands 
made by society in its search for and use of information. This will require not 
merely an adequate library service at all levels throughout the country but, just 
as important, staff educated in the research approach to this work. A question- 
naire designed to gauge the importance professional periodicals of a research 
nature play in the syllabus of British library schools showed that there is in- 
sufficient emphasis yet on this aspect of professional education. 


6001 Signposts: some selections from the 1955 special library 
literature, J. Bird. Aslib Proc., 8 (2) May 1956, 122-134. 

The fourth in a series of annual surveys ; 104 English and foreign references 
are listed, preceded by informative notes. 
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6002 Librarians look at library publications : a symposium. [.L.4 
Rec., 9 (4) April 1956, 61-72. 

Comments on library periodicals, representing the viewpoints of : (i) the 
Head of the Publishing Dept., American Library Association by Pauline Love; 
(ii) the public librarian, by Amy Nelson ; (iii) the school librarian, by Mary 
McManus ; (iv) the college librarian, by Victoria Hargrave ; (v) the children’s 
librarian, by Mildred Jones, and the theory and practice of library periodicals, 
by Leon Carnovsky. 


6003 A history of the Law Library Journal, Bernita J. Davies. Law Lib. ]., 49 
(2) May 1956, 157-167. 

Beginning life as a subsidiary partner of the Index to Legal Periodicals, from 
which it was not separated till 1936, the Law Lib. J. was not impressive in range 
or quality during the first years, dealing mainly with the proceedings of annual 
meetings of the American Association of Law Libraries. The first book reviews 
appeared in vol. 8, and the first articles unconnected with the proceedings in 
vol. 9. However, it expanded gradually in size and scope, and from 1925 was 
edited separately from the Index. The numerous new features added at various 
times included law library notes, current comments, membership news, and, 
especially important, bibliographies and checklists. An assistant editor was 
appointed in 1954, and editorial work is now departmentalised. Various 
financial problems have confronted the journal from time to time. 


LIBRARY SERVICES: General surveys, international and 
national 


6004 The Bibliographical Seminar in Cuba. Bibliographical Newsl. of 
the Libraries Division of Unesco, (4) October 1955, 54-57. 

Aimed to help plan better bibliographical services in Cuba and international 
co-operation in the field, the most important decision of the seminar was to 
produce an annual bibliography covering the complete book production of all 
the participating countries. In individual countries methods were studied of 
preparing retrospective bibliographies, bibliographies of non-book materials 
and guides to sources of information, as well as the setting up of national docu- 
mentation centres, and the teaching of bibliography. Countries were urged to 
set up bibliographical groups where they do not exist, and plans were made for 
similar seminars to be held in other countries in the area. (Taken from J. of Doc. 


March 1956, quoted in Amer. Doc., 7 (3) July 1956). 


6005 The Danish Bibliographical Institute, Bodil Normann. Libri, 6 (3) 
1956, 239-246. 

The Institute is a self-supporting non-profit-making body managed by a 
board representative of the various library interests. It employs 6 librarians 
and 12 clerks and its services are entirely voluntary. The Institute supplies 
low-cost printed catalogue cards compiled in connection with the preparation 
of the national bibliography. It also publishes every third year several standard 
catalogues such as the Standard Catalogue for Larger Urban Libraries (about 
4,000 titles) and the Catalogue of Reference Books (about 200) as well as special 
subject catalogues. A series of working tools (books on cataloguing, extension 
work, library buildings, etc.) is published by the Institute which is also responsible 
for issuing standardized stationery. In 1949 it started a successful co-operative 
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binding scheme under which books are library-bound immediately after leaving 
the publisher. Complete standard libraries can also be obtained under this 
scheme. Co-operation in the bibliographical field has begun with the learned 
libraries. 


6006 “‘Kirjastopalvelu” naapurimaissamme ja meillé. [Services for 
libraries in Finland and neighbouring countries]. Mauno Kanninen. Kir- 
jastolehti, 49 (3-4) March-April 1956, 65-69. 

The Danish Bibliographical Office, established 1939, has a staff of over ten 
persons and an annual budget of about 1m. Danish crowns. The state gives 
financial support. The main activities in Denmark, as well as in Sweden, 
consist of publishing various types of catalogues, indexes and printed catalogue 
cards. In Denmark, the Office has also arranged a binding service. Service for 
Libraries (Bibliotekstjanst) in Sweden was founded in its present form in 1951. 
Its staff and activities are even larger than those in Denmark. Since 1953, the 
Office has taken care of the libraries’ book orders by obtaining books from the 
publishers in sheet form and binding and preparing them ready for use with the 
necessary book and catalogue cards, etc. Books are ready for loan two weeks 
after they appear in the book shops. Bibliotekstjanst also serves municipal 
officers and school teachers and attempts are made to develop suitable library 
furniture. As the Finnish L.A. plans to enlarge its publishing programme and 
other services, and since it is difficult to obtain more staff for the editing work 
in the State Library Bureau, the author suggests the organisation that is required 
and urges that state aid should be made available. 


6007 Opportunities for librarians in Indonesia, Thelma Ashton. Aust. 
Lib. J., 5 (1) January 1956, 16-17. 

The Indonesian government as part of its programme for overcoming illiteracy 
in the country has set up a wide-reaching library service to cater for all sections 
of the population. A National Library Bureau has been established and a 
National Bibliographical Centre under the Libraries Bureau of the Ministry of 
Education. At present the number of trained librarians is pitifully small, about 
20 compared with the 7,000 estimated to be needed by Mr. A. G. W. Dun- 
ningham, Unesco Technical Adviser for Libraries, in 1953. The library school 
established in 1953 cannot cope with the demand. There are vacancies for 
trained librarians in the Library Bureau, in the National Bibliographical Centre, 
which has begun a huge programme of union cataloguing, bibliographical 
indexing and inter-library loan work, in the provinces organising new services, 
or as lecturers in the library school. The salary for a university graduate with 
library school training is 500 Rupees a month with an additional 50-60 Rp. for 
every year of experience. 


6008 Report on a programme of library education in Israel, Leon 
Carnovsky. Unesco, Technical assistance report, no. 1. 16 p. (with summaries 
in French and Spanish). 

There are more than 700 libraries of all sizes from those in the rural settlements 
to the large Jewish National and University Library, founded in 1892. Problems 
in the latter concern the scattered nature of the university’s buildings ; its rapid 
growth means that more trained staff will soon be needed. In many libraries 
there are chaotic conditions because the book collections have grown beyond 
the capacity of the staff to organise them effectively. In government libraries 
tnere is much duplication of books and materials, whilst other collections are 
weak. There is need for a programme of training for the staff who are not 
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full-time librarians. Some short courses are offered at present. Brief notes 
are given on some special collections, on medical libraries, and school libraries, 
and these are followed by a detailed development plan with the National Library 
at the top and a number of regional branches to act as bibliographic centres, 
Jerusalem needs an integrated public library system ; Tel Aviv and Haifa need 
new public library buildings and branch libraries. School libraries are on the 
increase. A programme for library education proposed by the author covers 
the curriculum, admission requirements, teaching staff, equipment, and ad- 
ministration. It is proposed that the Library school should open in the autumn 
of 1956. 


6009 Japanese libraries, K. B. Gardner. Lib. Assn. Rec., 58 (7) July 1956, 
260-265. 


The modern library movement in Japan dates from contact with the West in 
the 19th century. Since World War II development has been along American 
lines and finds expression in the Library Law of 1950. The National Diet 
Library (which closely resembles the Library of Congress in many ways), public 
libraries, classification, cataloguing and staff training are the chief topics discussed, 


6010 Librarianship in Japan, Mexico and Turkey, Robert B. Downs. 
LL.A. Rec., 10 (1) July 1956, 5-9, 16. 


The governments in these countries lack material means to do all they desire 
and libraries suffer from a lack of trained staff. A start has been made with the 
creation of library schools in Keio University, Tokio, in 1951, in Turkey at the 
University of Ankara in 1954-55, and in the National University in Mexico City 
in April 1956. Librarians from these countries are also going to the USA for 
training. The great barrier to development is the presence of the idea of preser- 
vation of books rather than the use of them ; every book must be accounted for 
and giving reference service is considered menial. In Japan and Mexico pro- 
fessional librarianship means cataloguing and classification. Numerous classi- 
fication schemes are in use. In Turkey books stand on the shelves in accession 
order. The National Diet Library, Tokio, and the Turkish National Library 
were established in 1948 and are flourishing, the former has 14m. vols. and 500 
staff. The Mexican National Library, nearly a century old, is moribund, ina 
chaotic condition with thousands of books uncatalogued ; it has been without a 
bookfund for 30-40 years. University libraries in Japan are well developed, 
Tokio and Kyoto each have 2m. vols. in adequate central buildings, but they 
lack a professional librarian as head. In Turkey and Mexico the university library 
collections are dispersed in departmental libraries and the central libraries are 
weak. Japan and Turkey have recently started national bibliographies and other 
indexes ; Mexico lacks such tools. In all three countries public libraries are only 
just beginning, following the examples seen in the American information 
libraries. There are numerous and excellent bookshops in the larger cities. In 
Japan the people are eager to read ; in Mexico and Turkey there are good 
selections of American and European books in the bookshops. In these countries 
there is still a strong prejudice against women rising to the higher positions of 
authority in libraries. 


6011 Das Bibliothekswesen der Koreanischen Volksdemokratischen 
Republik. [Librarianship in the Korean People’s Republic]. Jaroslav Podzimek 
Bibliothekar, 10 (6) June 1956, 370-373. 


Describes the foundation of the Korean Central Library in 1948 and its develop- 
ment up to 1953 when it possessed 210,000 volumes, 93,000 of which were Korean 
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classics and the others technical and popular scientific works. A copy of every 
new Korean book is deposited in the library and books are also exchanged 
between North Korea, the Soviet Union, and China. As part of the work of 
reconstruction, 4,331 reading rooms and clubs, and 9,125 information centres 
have been built in the country ; libraries are also attached to new factories. The 
book trade is divided into three sections : (i) books published in Korea (7m. in 
1953, together with 150m. copies of newspapers and 10m. periodicals) ; (ii) 
textbooks ; (iii) foreign literature. During the three-year-plan of economic 
development (1954-56) library facilities for industrial workers and farmers are 
to be increased and the use of mobile libraries extended. At the end of 1954 
there were 183 libraries ; it is hoped that by the end of 1956 each town and village 
will have a permanent library. 


6012 Libraries in Spain, Francisco Sintes y Obrador. Unesco Bull., 10 (4) 
April 1956, 73-75. 

The organisation of libraries is a responsibility of the State. The most im- 
portant libraries — whether public, learned or educational — are placed under 
the Directorate-General of Archives and Libraries of the Ministry of Education 
and are staffed by members of the Corporation of Qualified Archivists, Librarians 
and Archaeologists, all of whom are civil servants. There are a number of 
important libraries outside the State system though they maintain increasingly 
close relations with the latter and receive grants and technical aid. The principal 
libraries are : (i) the National Library in Madrid with both lending and reference 
facilities, (ii) the research libraries, (iii) the educational libraries, i.e. 12 university 
and 500 school libraries, (iv) the libraries of government departments, (v) public 
libraries maintained by the municipalities. To co-ordinate the work of all 
libraries, seven regional inspectorates have been set up. 


6013 La Casa de la cultura de Soria. [The Cultural centre at Soria]. 
José Antonio Pérez-Rioja. Dir. gen. Bol., 5 (37) April-May 1956, 19-24, Illus. 

The new Cultural centre at Soria, Castile, opened in February 1956 in a 
sixteenth century building, includes a public library, an archives collection, a 
bibliographical museum, and a concert or lecture room for a hundred people. 
The children’s library has gay murals depicting characters from famous children’s 
books, and the article includes a description of these. 


6014 Library development and improvement : a report of progress 
from the States. Pub. Libs., 9 (4) December 1955, 81-84, 93-102. 

A compilation of brief notes relating to activities of state library agencies and 
state library associations in the U.S.A. which affect public libraries. The notes, 
compiled from various sources, cover a period of a year. 


LIBRARY CO-OPERATION, including union catalogues 


6015 Progetto di Centri Internazionali d’Informazione Bibliografica. 
[Project for International Centres of Bibliographical Information]. Giannetto 
Avanzi. Bibliofilfa, 57 (3) 1955, 247. 

Fr. Antonio Bellucci, Librarian of the Monastic and Governmental Library 
of the Girolamini of Naples, has published as an offprint an address which was 
to be given at the Congrés International des Bibliothéques et des Centres de 
Documentation at Brussels (11-18 Sept. 1955) advocating the setting up of 
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international centres based on an international union catalogue, classified by the 
Decimal Classification and also topographically. According to the author it 
would be possible to maintain on microcards the details relative to particular 
bibliographical researches with notes on the location of single copies of works 
in all the libraries of the world. He makes no suggestions about the detailed 
working of the scheme, concerning which, in the present state of affairs, it is 
permissible to entertain doubts and reservations. The separate, entitled Centri 
unici internazionali, etc. (Naples, Tip. La Floridiana, 1955, 16mo. 11 pp.) is 
reprinted from 1] Rievocatore (VI, 1955). 


6016 European Productivity Agency promotes the exchange of 
technical information, Norbert Grell. Unesco Bull., 10 (4) April 1956, 82-83, 


The Agency is attached to the Organization for European Economic Co- 
operation (OEEC) and (a) acts as an inter-governmental body, (b) serves as a 
European association of productivity centres. One of its most important 
functions is to arrange an annual conference of Technical Information Officers, 
Other activities include : (i) the EPA Question and Answer Service, which 
answers the most specialized technical inquiries, (ii) European Technical Digests, 
independently written reports, issued monthly, of selected articles from over a 
1,000 European and American journals, (iii) Guide to European Technical 
Information Sources, (iv) research on the use of technical information in small 
and medium-sized firms, (v) exchange visits of Technical Information Officers. 


6017 The barter of knowledge: an analysis of the international 
exchange of printed intelligence. Part II, Foster Edward Mohrhardt. 
Q. Bull. Int. Assn. of Agric. Libns., 1 (3) July 1956, 99-103. 


(See LSA 5700). The U.S. Dept. of Agriculture has a service office which has 
surveyed exchange institutions in various countries and recommended certain 
libraries as respositories on the basis of research, teaching interests and library 
service. The Exchange Desk informs U.S. agricultural colleges of current 
foreign requests for exchange, notifies them of changes in depositories and new 
exchange possibilities, and receives requests from foreign institutions. The 
problems, and some of the partial solutions, of library exchange schemes are 
discussed. Some countries have begun to specialize, e.g. in medicine, law and 
agriculture. Attention is being given to ways of speeding up the listing of 
duplicate materials and to the proposal to send materials unlisted on a circuit of 
libraries. Another suggestion put forward is that further to the sending of 
microfilm copies of specific articles requested by one country to another, the 
microfilm of important documents should also be sent, by airmail, in order 
that the receiving country could make as many copies as it needs. This might 
reduce costs compared with sending the originals. 


6018 Een nieuwe internationale ruilconventie. [A new international 
exchange agreement]. A. Kessen. Bibliotheekleven, 41 (6) June 1956, 150-151. 


Author attended at Paris a meeting of experts on exchange of publications 
and gives a short account of the discussions and resolutions. The main difficulty 
is that the different countries have already bi- or multilateral agreements, offer 
material of different quantities and qualities and finally that centralisation of the 
exchange in one national library does not always seem a possible solution. (See 
also F.I.D. Informations, 6 (6) June 1956, 29-30). 
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6019 International exchanges of publications and international co- 
operation, Germain Calmette. Unesco Bull., 10 January 1956, 6-8. 
The information concerning exchange offers published in the Unesco Bulletin 


for Libraries and systematically classified in the Handbook on the International 


Exchange of Publications gives an idea of the exchanges that develop spontaneously 
without assistance from governments. Describes briefly the development of 
non-official exchanges, the types of publications exchanged, the growing con- 
tribution of under-developed countries, and the role of national exchange 
bureaux. University and research centres, which establish direct exchange 
relations with one another, are coming increasingly to the fore. Really active 
exchange centres, those having publications to exchange, are rare. In order to 
play a constructive part they need both funds and administrative or legal measures 
to supply them with means of action. The University Exchange Service of 
France is mentioned as an example of an active exchange centre which receives 
subventions from the government. (Taken from Amer. Doc., 7 (3) July 1956). 


6020 The Science Museum Library supplementary loan service, 
Anthony Thompson and P. I. Edwards. Lib. Assn. Rec., 58 (8) August 1956, 
293-298. Tables. 


The Science Museum Library’s supplementary loan service was initiated in 
1946 ; its development to date is traced. Details follow of the maintenance of 
the union catalogue on which the supplementary loan service is based : method 
of collecting entries ; selection of entries ; staff employed ; equipment used ; 
analysis of membership ; enrolment of co-operating libraries ; and subject 
policy. The loan service is described in terms of procedure, membership and 
use, with a note on future problems. 


6021 Auxiliaries for better bibliographic service to aid scientific 
research in India, A. Neclameghan. J. Ind. Lib. Assn., 1(3) April 1956, 56-59. 


The case is stated in considerable detail for a co-operative programme for the 
acquisition of periodicals (including back sets) so that all important scientific 
journals are available for loan through Indian libraries. The scheme should 
affect special, university and public libraries. 


6022 The background of interlibrary co-operation, Robert D. Leigh. 
Calif. Lib., 17 (2) April 1956, 97-100, 123-124. 

Large counties in California offered the appropriate size for the extension of 
public library services to large areas of the state and this pattern of larger units 
was copied by other states. Later came the consolidation of units to include 
areas not previously covered. In a few states regional libraries have been set up. 
In all cases the results so far have been meagre due to a number of barriers : 
political fears of increased taxation ; fears of loss of control; public inertia. 
(Similar deficiencies are also seen in the lack of consolidation among metropolitan 
libraries). To by-pass these barriers, the author suggests the promotion of a 
programme of interlibrary co-operation, e.g. breaking down into its elements 
the processes and operations of a consolidated public library system and the 
selection of those parts or processes that can be put into operation by voluntary 
agreement. Examples are: centralised cataloguing, union catalogues, co- 
operative book purchasing, ordering and preparation, interavailability of-readers’ 
tickets, interlibrary loans, and projects for library promotion and public in- 
formation. Such measures may be the necessary educational step towards the 
acceptance of larger units of service. The piecemeal approach will also give 
opportunities for experiment and so determine the wisest course to follow, i.e. 


15 








to find out which matters are best centralised and which should be kept in small 
units. With university, college and research libraries there is also much dis- 
cussion of interlibrary co-operation, e.g. the national union catalogue, co- 
operative cataloguing, regional bibliographic centres and union catalogues, 
regional storage schemes, the Farmington plan and other local specialisation 
schemes, and arrangements regarding microfilms. In these libraries the barriers 
to be overcome are those of academic opposition, conservatism of both librarians 
and administrators. The structure of interlibrary co-operation that will emerge 
in the future will be complex and various rather than something neat and 
uniform. 


NATIONAL AND GOVERNMENTAL LIBRARIES 


6023 The legal collections of the United Nations Library, Simone 
Heuline. Law Lib. ]., 49 (3) August 1956, 244-249, 


The various departments of the United Nations are considered with regard to 
their library needs and some of their publications. The most important part of 
the U.N. Library, which was instituted in 1946, is the collection of international 
law, including both treatises and source material (the texts of treaties and con- 
ventions) ; there is also a collection of national legislation of international 
interest, and of international jurisprudence. Overlapping with the libraries of 
the Specialized Agencies is avoided. The article concludes with a note on special 
tools developed for the library. 


6024 La Biblioteca Nacional de Canada. [The Canadian National 
Library]. Dir. gen. Bol., 5 (37) April-May 1956, 39-41. 

The Canadian National Library in Ottawa was founded by a law published 
Feb. 1, 1953. In 1952 there were already about 2 million volumes in the various 
government libraries, the most important collection being in the Parliament 
Library. Some hundreds of thousands of books were transferred from this to 
the new National Library, and the library of the Canadian Archives was also 
taken over. The Canadian Bibliographical Centre, founded 1950, had already 
begun the work of compiling a union catalogue, and publishing a national 
bibliography, tasks taken over by the National Library. The library will shortly 
move to larger premises, designed by a Toronto architect. 


6025 E. C. Werlaufs Udsigt over det Kongelige Biblioteks Tilstand i 
1829. [E. C. Werlauff’s report on the Royal Library, Copenhagen, in 1829]. 
Palle Birkelund. Nord. Tid., 43 (1) 1956, 1-16. Plan. 

A reprint, with a short introduction, of a report drawn up in 1829 by E. C. 
Werlauff, librarian of the Royal Library, Copenhagen, for Adam Wilhelm Hauch, 
who had just been appointed “Bibliothekschef”’, the intermediary between the 
monarch and the Library, and its spokesman before the monarch and other 
authorities. The report deals with problems of accommodation, finance, 
staffing and collections. 


6026 An autumn visit to the State and University Library, Hamburg, 
George Gray. Lib. World, 57 (669) March 1956, 147-149. 

Although about 7m. volumes were destroyed during the war approx. 6m. are 
now available to readers and the Library is well on the way to recovery. Many 
donations, both of books and money, have been received and the stock renewed 
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by the replacement of many complete sets and the purchase of private libraries. 
The Library serves both University and City and is used by all classes of reader. 
After 10 years it is beginning once more to play its part in furthering scholarship 
and research and acting as a repository for the records of the past. 


6027 Future National Library administration as a separate department. 
N.Z. Libs., 18 (9) November 1955, 209-214. 


This statement, prepared to answer specific questions of the Committee of the 
Public Service Commission and submitted to that Committee as a statement of 
N.Z.L.A. policy, puts the case for the administration of the National Library as a 
separate department, suggests the composition of Advisory Council and sum- 
marises its purposes. It is desirable that the General Assembly Library be 
included in the National. The future Legislative Reference Library would be 
controlled directly by and be easily accessible to the House. General Overseas 
precedents are difficult to find, but there are approximations of specific problems 
and these are noted under the headings Reference and Lending services, Biblio- 
graphical services, Audio-visual services and Library Assistance. 


6028 National and state library development, A. G. W. Dunningham. 
N.Z. Libs., 19 (3) April-May 1956, 57-70 ; 19 (4) June 1956, 93-97. 


An account of the development of district and regional library schemes in the 
USA and Canada which includes a fairly full description of the genesis of the 
Fraser River Valley scheme in British Columbia and a survey of the set-up in 
seventeen of the states in America. The problem in New Zealand, where more 
than one-third of the population has no library service at all, is how to achieve 
complete coverage. The author explains how the same problem is being 
overcome in the USA, Scandinavia, Indonesia and Great Britain. 


6029 The Proposed National Library: a dissenting view, Harold 
Miller. N.Z. Libs., 18 (9) November 1955, 217-220. 


The N.Z.L.A. proposals may be objected to on the grounds first that it will be 
difficult to formulate and operate a book acquisition policy and secondly that the 
National Library is not the place for some of the activities of the National 
Library Service. It should be an institution as the British Museum or the 
Library of Congress, continue as a Library for Members of Parliament and be a 
learned Library with its book collection extended according to a definite plan. 
It should include the Union Catalogue and be a clearing house for inter library 
loans with its own stock available for loan only to research workers. The 
National Library Service would continue to serve smaller centres and schools. 


6030 The National Library of Scotland. S.L.A. News, (18) July 1956, 1-3. 


(See LSA 3597). A brief history of the library is followed by a description of 
the new building opened by H.M. Queen Elizabeth. Plans for the new building 
were first made in 1924 ; work commenced in 1937, was delayed by the war, 
and not resumed until 1951. The building in Edinburgh rises through seven 
storeys from Cowgate to George IV Bridge. It will have approximately 304 
miles of shelving to house 14m. volumes. The main entrance is on George IV 
Bridge and above it are the sculptured figures representing Medicine, Science, 
History, Imaginative Writing, Law, Theology, and Music. The cost of the 
building and its furnishings will be about £600,000. 
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6031 La organizacién bibliotecaria en Suecia (continuacién): La 
Biblioteca nacional de Estocolmo. [Library organisation in Sweden 
(continued) : The National library in Stockholm]. Dir. gen. Bol., 5 (37) 
April-May 1956, 37-38. 

(See LSA 5698). The Royal Library in Stockholm is the Swedish national 
library, with the function of collecting, preserving and making available Swedish 
books as fully as possible. It also serves as an international centre for information, 
exchange and loans, and is the Swedish bibliographical centre. The Royal 
Library began as a private collection of the king in the 16th century, and in 1661 
it was given the right to receive a copy of any work printed in Sweden. Three 
quarters of the stock were destroyed by fire in 1697, and it was not until the end 
of the 18th century that the library grew to any extent. In 1877 it moved toa 
permanent building, reconstructed in 1920. The library has four main depart- 
ments : (i) Swedish printed books, (ii) foreign printed books, (iii) manuscripts, 
(iv) loans and reference work. The Bibliographical Institute was established 
in 1935. Annual circulation is about 63,000 books and pamphlets used in the 
Reading Room, 20,000 volumes for home reading, and 7,000 for inter-library 
loans. The library publishes an annual catalogue of its accessions, together with 
those of the principal university and research libraries, and also the Swedish 
national bibliography. It bas important collections of French literature, English 
plays and foreign periodicals of the 17th century. 


6032 Tieteellisten kirjastojen yhteistilasto. [The statistics of scientific 
and research libraries]. Henrik Gronroos. Kirjastolehti, 49 (5) May-June 1956, 
95-99. 

The author reports on the library statistics in the Scandinavian libraries and on 
the development of the standard statistical form for the scientific and research 
libraries in Finland, which has now been published for the first time for the year 
1955. Seventeen libraries are included and data on the following facts are 
given : book stock in metres, book stock (volumes), new acquisitions in metres 
and in volumes, exchange relations, budget for acquisition and binding, number 
of volumes lent for home use, number of volumes used in reading room, number 
of microfilms read in the microfilm reader, photocopies and microfilms ordered 
for readers (number of orders), interlibrary loans, photocopying performed by 
the library, photocopies ordered from elsewhere, number of professional staff, 
and number of other staff. The Finnish standard form is mainly based on the 
Swedish, though there still exist differences among the Scandinavian scientific 
libraries. The development of the norms common to all scientific and research 
libraries in Scandinavia is in progress under the authorship of the Northem 
Research Library Association. 


6033 A national library of medicine. Statement of representative of 
Medical Library Association [Miss Janet Doe] at Senate hearings, U.S. Congres, 
April 10, 1956. Bull. Med. Lib. Assn., 44 (3) July 1956, 370-373. 

The arguments advanced by the Medical Library Association for the con- 
stitutional reorganisation of the Armed Forces Medical Library as the National 
Library of Medicine. [A Bill giving effect to this change was passed by Congress 
on 23/24 July 1956.] 


6034 Research libraries in 1955, Keyes D. Metcalf. Bull. Med. Lib. Assn. 
44 (3) July 1956, 318-326. 
An address to the Friends of the Armed Forces Medical Library by a librarian 
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of 50 years’ standing, on the problems facing large research libraries, especially 
as they affect the A.F.M.L. 


UNIVERSITY AND COLLEGE LIBRARIES 


6035 La résurrection de la bibliothéque universitaire de Caen. [The 
new university library at Caen]. André Masson. Bull. bib. Fr., 1 (6) June 1956, 
416-419. 


In 1944 the university library was completely destroyed but it has rapidly 
become one of the best organised of the provincial university libraries. Beginning 
with a gift of 20 volumes, the stock was steadily reconstructed by gifts from 
French and foreign libraries, and by 1947 80,000 books were added in this way. 
Meanwhile the librarian was acquiring more premises in the former Ecole 
normale. Gifts were not enough, and the Direction des bibliothéques de France 
organised state compensation for war-damaged libraries. With this credit 
system the library was able not only to rebuild the stock but also to specialise in 
anglo-saxon, thus contributing to the current decentralisation policy. The 
whole university was re-planned and rebuilt, and the library is at its centre with 
possibilities for expansion. 


6036 Libraria magna et Libraria parva dans la Bibliothéque uni- 
versitaire du XIIle siécle. [Libraria magna et Libraria parva in the 13th cent. 
university library]. H. J. de Vleeschauwer. Mousaion, 7, 1956, 1-60. 


An attempt to explain the meaning of the terms magna and parva, the origin 
of the division of the Sorbonne Library into two parts and the consequences for 
future librarianship. The following points are made : (i) The numerous duplicates 
in medieval libraries were due to the legacies and gifts. The presence of a large 
number of duplicates in the library designated parva does not mean that it arose 
as a consequence of these duplicates and the need to house them. (ii) The 
Sorbonne library arose from the need of the University to reinforce its secular, 
anti-Order teaching with books. The 13th century was a period of rationalization 
and of great multiplication of books. The Sorbonne was a bastion of secular 
theology. (iii) The Libraria magna or Libraria communalis was accessible to all 
teaching staff and students of the University, and contained the books necessary 
for the curriculum. The books were chained to desks and the library was thus a 
primitive reference library. The Libraria parva was a collection of more specialized 
books which could be borrowed. It naturally contained many duplicates, but 
this is not sufficient reason for decrying it as hitherto. In numbers the Libraria 
parva outdid the Libraria magna! Tye author gives much background material 
and quotes analogies for the division of the Sorbonne Library with other 
European libraries. 


6037 The Library of the Technical University, Berlin. [Jn Technische 
Universitat Berlin-Charlottenburg ; edited by A. Herrmann. Basel, 
Landerdienst-Verlag, 1954]. 2 photos. 

Built up largely through gifts and exchanges since the Second World War, 
this is the finest technical and scientific library in Germany. It has 250,000 vols., 
100,000 patents, 100,000 dissertations, 37,500 vols. of periodicals, 1,150 current 
periodicals. A catalogue of titles is available but subject cataloguing has yet to 
be done. New roonss for the library were acquired in 1953. The reading room 
has seats for 82 ; the periodicals room displays 720 periodicals in modern display 
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racks and has seats for 22 readers. The bookstack has accommodation for 300,000 
vols. Staff comprises 11 qualified librarians, two clerks, three library assistants 
and two bookbinders. The urgent need is for more staff to catalogue and exploit 
fully the resources of the library. 


6038 The library of the College of Medicine of the National Taiwan 
University, William Dosité Postell. Bull. Med. Lib. Assn., 44 (3) July 1956, 
295-299, 

As part of the rehabilitation programme of the College, following the Japanese 
withdrawal from Formosa, the author was appointed as consultant medical 
librarian for three months. The various departmental libraries were in process 
of being consolidated into a single central library, itself a department of the 
university library. The staff of eight included only two university graduates, the 
others being high school graduates. At least six different classification systems 
were in use, and the various catalogue cabinets were physically separated. Sets 
of journals were in no order, and were very incomplete. There was a complicated 
system for loaning books. Affiliated with the Medical School was a separate 
library in the University Hospital, which had a good collection of clinical book 
material, but inadequate reading room facilities. The medical school library, 
however, had adequate space for readers, staff, and books (90,000 volumes). 
The author attacked the problem by arranging first for the journal collection 
to be arranged alphabetically by ‘““Romanizing” all the Chinese and Japanese 
titles. Current journals were arranged for display in appropriate places. and 
further titles added to the list of subscriptions. More efficient systems for record- 
ing the receipt of journals, and for lending books were introduced. Old and 
unsuitable books were weeded out and placed in reserve, a reference collection 
formed, and the catalogues reorganised. Two extra graduates were brought in 
from the university library staff, and a library committee appointed. Schedules 
of duties and responsibilities were assigned for the staff. Above all, a great 
effort was made to raise the standard of the staff by a brief course on medical 
library practices. 


6039 The Foreign Newspaper Microfilm Project, 1938-1955, David C. 
Weber. Harvard Lib. Bull., 10 (2) Spring 1956, 275-281. 


An account of the project from its initiation by Harvard in 1938 to its termina- 
tion at the end of 1955, during which time 62 newspapers were filmed for all or 
part of those years. Under the scheme positive copies made under Harvard’s 
auspices were sold to a number of co-operating libraries in the U.S. For various 
reasons it was decided to discontinue the project, its place being taken by the 
Association of Research Libraries Foreign Newspaper Microfilm Project, under 
which only one positive copy of each of some 100 newspapers is made, this being 
made available for loan to subscribers, who also have the privilege of buying 
outright at cost price positive copies of any of the titles, including those of the 
1938-1955 period, of which a negative is held. 


6040 The Undergraduate library, University of Illinois, William 
Vernon Jackson. Illinois Libs., 38 (4) April 1956, 83-93. Tables, diagrs. 


An increasing number of university libraries are providing special facilities for 
undergraduate students ; this paper presents a case history of the first six years of 
such a library. It attempts not only to describe the Undergraduate library at the 
University of Illinois, but also to trace its development during this period (1949- 
1955) and to indicate the problems faced and the solutions reached. It does this 
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under six main heads ; quarters and staff ; resources ; services to patrons ; use 
of the library ; technical processes and publicity and public relations. 


6041 Training circulation assistants, |. T. Littleton. Southeastern Librarian, 
6 (2) Summer 1956, 82-85. 

The University of North Carolina Library Circulation Department has to 
teach part-time assistants to become counter staff. Training must be systematic 
and short. It is supervised by two professional librarians carefully chosen. A 
list of routines and topics is prepared and each procedure is explained. The first 
is orientation, explaining the purpose of the department, the relationship of jobs 
in it, and its relation to the library and general library policies. A supervisor 
takes the recruit on a tour of other departments. The principles of the classifica- 
tion system are taught in five steps with practical tests. The catalogue is explained 
in four steps and this is followed by teaching in shelving, at first under supervision. 
Training at the desk follows and each routine is accompanied by an explanation 
of policy. A staff manual is issued for study. It is claimed that the method is 
systematic and complete and the time of the professional staff is employed more 
economically. 


6042 Yale’s music library revised, Brooks Shepard, Jr. Notes, 13 (3) 
June 1956, 421-423. Plans, photos. 


Sprague Hall, which was built for the Yale School of Music in 1917, had many 
great inconveniences ; the library was until recently confined to one room. 
The acquisition of a large house across the street has made it possible for the 
original building to be remodelled for modern music teaching and library require- 
ments, though the problem of housing 50,000 bound volumes is still acute. 
Details are given of lay-out and equipment. 


6043 Ko@rdinatie tussen Universiteitsbiblioteek en Instituutsbiblio- 
theken. [Co-ordination between the university library and its departmental 
libraries]. _Kwee Swan Liat. Bibliotheekleven, 41 (7) July 1956, 177-191. 


A study of recent writings and a conference on the relationship between a 
university library and its departmental libraries. Central co-ordination is 
desirable in order to integrate all library matters into the work of the university 
as a whole. Decentralisation cannot be avoided but should not lead to un- 
necessary duplication of materials, processing or staff. Attention must be paid 
to the varieties of materials and the different uses of them for scientific research, 
for teaching, and for students and general reading ; to the demands of specialisa- 
tion and to the size and organisation of the departmental libraries. Staff and 
training should be centrally controlled. Academic staff should be more interested 
in library affairs and should give help in book selection and with reference 
questions, and aid co-operation between the departmental libraries. Outside 
the university there should also be co-operation with other university libraries 
and special libraries. 


6044 The future public technological library services. Should a new 
public technical library service be based on the technical colleges ? 
D. J. Urquhart. Aslib Proc., 8 (1) February 1956, 23-37. 


While economic necessity makes it essential that new ideas are constantly 
introduced into our industry, statistics point to the likelihood of the increase of 
scientific information outstripping the increase in our scientific manpower. In 
the need to make maximum use of our resources the technical colleges must 
develop their libraries in order also to teach students to use scientific literature. 
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This in time will stimulate the demand for scientific literature ; access must be 
made as convenient as possible and this implies extensive provision on a local 
basis. On the evidence of the present inadequacy of their scientific periodical 
holdings, their lack of scientifically trained staff, and the administrative structure 
of local authorities, it is considered that a public technical library service cannot 
be based on the public libraries. The conclusion is that, as a development of 
the increased technica! education facilities which has been forecast, the expanded 
libraries of the technical colleges will form the proper basis of a public technical 
library service. 


6045 Benson Wood Library of McKendree College, John E. Dustin, 
Illinois Libs., 37 (10) December 1955, 295-297. 

The Library of McKendree College, a co-educational liberal arts college, 
closely associated with the Methodist Church, was completed in June 1918. The 
collection, nearly all open access, is in two separate groups in the main reading 
room and in the basement stack room respectively because of shortage of space, 
and it is particularly rich in Methodist theological materials. 


6046 The Edwin Markham Memorial Library, Sophie K. Shields, 
Wilson Lib. Bull., 30 (9) May 1956, 689-691. Photos. 


Edwin Markham, American poet, 1852-1940, left his private collection of 
14,000 volumes to Wagner College, Staten Island. By 1899 the National 
Cyclopaedia of American Biography described his collection as “one of the largest 
and best chosen” in California. In the present library all subjects are well 
represented, notably, literature, philosophy, religion and social sciences. There 
are more than 2,000 books of poetry. Literary criticism and other prose litera- 
ture comprise 4,500 vols., and more than 3,000 vols. on philosophy and religion 
including sermons show the poet’s interest in minor sects, occultism and 
spiritualism. He planned a life of Christ and his library contains forty lives of 
the Saviour. There area few books on science including nature study, astronomy 
etc. Useful arts are represented by books on health and diet and a few titles on 
publishing and publishers. There are books about music, painting, dramatics 
and several hundred on history, biography and travel. 


6047 Selecting books in the 900’s, Melania Grace. Catholic Lib. World, 27 
(8) May 1956, 355-358. 

The problems of selecting books on history for college libraries are outlined. 
Reference and source materials, authors and publishers in the field are noted. A 
brief sample list of titles is appended. 


SPECIAL LIBRARIES 


6048 Belgian Red Cross hospital libraries, Baroness C. E. Janssen. 
Unesco Bull., 10 (4) April 1956, 76-79. 


There are 57 libraries organised under the National Council for Hospital and 
Sanatorium Libraries, which was founded by the Belgian Red Cross in 1936. 
The central office of CNBHS in Brussels which is in the charge of professional 
librarians, is responsible for the selection, classification and cataloguing of all 
books. In hospitals allowance is made for 4 books per bed ; in sanatoria 10. 
Books are distributed by women voluntary helpers who attend courses and 
qualify for a diploma in hospital library work. Special attention is given to the 
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choice of books, which are assessed by reading committees before purchase. 
Projected books and automatic page turners are supplied to immobilized patients. 
The CNBHS has been granted an annual subsidy by the Ministry of Education 
(Public Libraries Department). 


6049 La bibliothéque de I’Institut national de la statistique et des 
études économiques. [The library of I.N.S.E.E.]. Adrien Caro. Assn. Bib. 
Fr. Bull., (20) June 1956, 81-86. 

The Documentation service is one of six central departments of I.N.S.E.E. 
(founded 1946). It selects, analyses, classifies, catalogues and houses in its library 
French and foreign material on world statistics and economics. It also co- 
ordinates the libraries of the 18 regional departments. The stock (220,000) 
consists of French and foreign statistics, commentaries, general geographical 
and historical works and reference books. In addition there are c. 1,000 maps, 
c. 300 atlases, c. 3,000 periodicals and 250 microfilms. These are classified by a 
decimal system. There are 20 catalogues. The main catalogue is arranged by 
the classification scheme, each subject is subdivided geographically. There is a 
card for each book, periodical and periodical article. Other catalogues form 
the author catalogue, shelf register, catalogue of official publications, etc., and 
four deal exclusively with periodicals. Loan slips are made in triplicate, one 
copy filed by date, one by borrower’s name, and one replaces the book on the 


shelf. 


6050 Sonderabdruckreihen. [Special publications series]. Fritz Model. 
Z. f. Bib.u.Bib., 3 (2) 1956, 101-107. Bibliog. 

An account of practice at the library of the Deutschen Hydrographischen 
Instituts and the Seewetteramtes (German Hydrographic Institute and Marine 
Meteorological Office) in dealing with series of special publications such as 
occasional papers, reprints, and miscellaneous papers of various institutions, 
societies, and official bodies. The author describes such collections as ‘“‘con- 
centrated science’’, and considers that they present a useful method of obtaining 
papers of value to the library which first appear in periodicals not normally 
taken. The following four aspects are discussed : (i) What constitutes a special 
series, and how it is acquired ; (ii) the scientific value of such series ; (iii) variations 
within a series (such as certain papers proving too costly to reprint) ; (iv) the 
administration, cataloguing and binding of special publications. 


6051 Die medizinischen Lesegesellschaften in Deutschland. [Medical 
reading societies in Germany]. Gunter Mann. Arbeiten aus dem Bibliothekar- 
Lehrinstitut des Landes Nordrhein-Westfalen, 11, 1956. 120 p. 16 plates, 4 por- 
traits, 2 maps. Bibliog. 

The libraries of the German medical associations had their origins in the period 
1760-1830 and started as private societies of practising medical men and auxiliaries 
who bought and circulated professional periodicals and books on a communal 
basis. A pioneer venture was started in 1773 in Stralsund by six doctors and 
chemists who bought books co-operatively, circulated them, and acted as 
honorary librarians. Each member voluntarily housed a number of the books, 
possessed a copy of the catalogue, and paid an annual subscription to maintain 
the project. In 1868, due to its great expansion, the collection had to be trans- 
ferred to the Municipal Hospital, whilst the association existed till 1920. Other 
private associations, whose main aim was to circulate current periodicals, in most 
cases on a more or less informal basis, were founded in Mainz, Braunschweig 
(1798), Mecklenburg (1808), Schwabisches Hiigelland (1809), Berlin (1764), 
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Leipzig (1807), etc. Communal medical libraries were not usually successful in 
Germany during the early period, but in German-speaking Berne, Samuel Wyss 
(1796) started a library which developed into the state medical library. Al] 
doctors, students, and medical auxiliaries were invited to become subscribers 
and were given catalogues and reading facilities. The early reading societies 
were not normally intended to cater for students, for whom the first reading 
society was founded in 1782 in Gottingen under the guidance of E. G. Baldinger, 
whose aim it was to supply students with adequate and well selected textbooks, 
Students were invited to become subscribers as their means permitted. Further 
students’ libraries were opened in Marburg (1785), Berlin (1791), Jena (1795) 
and Zurich (1782). With the growth and development of the medical profession, 
local private medical associations were founded which in turn led to the opening 
of professional libraries. Such libraries were established in Hamburg (1816-7), 
Munich (1833), Vienna (1837), and Liibeck (1829), but in many cases the small 
medical associations could not maintain their libraries after the first few decades, 
because of their rapid expansion, and they were ultimately incorporated into 
state or university libraries. This took place, for example, in Bremen, Liibeck 
and Cologne, but the members of the original societies usually reserved special 
rights for the use of books. An attempt to unite the various medical societies 
and their libraries was made in Berlin in 1909, but ended in failure, although a 
similar merger was successfully concluded in Frankfurt-am-Main in the nine- 
teenth century. In the same way as the towns had their medical libraries, so a 
network of societies extended over the German country areas, thus making 
available to doctors everywhere the necessary amount of modern professional 
literature. 


6052 The Library, School of Agriculture, Cambridge, F. A. Buttress. 
Q. Bull. Int. Assn. of Agric. Libns., 1 (3) July 1956, 77-81. 


The library had its origins in a collection of 100 volumes provided by Cam- 
bridge and Counties Agricultural Education Committee for a course of instruction 
in agriculture begun in 1892. When the School of Agriculture was opened in 
1910 a library and reading room were established. The student body and the 
library both increased during the following years and in 1925 a wing to hold 
12,000 vols. was added. The stock was extended to cover world agricultural 
literature. Today the library has 20,000 vols., 75,000 pamphlets, and receives, 
mainly through exchanges, over 2,000 current periodicals and serials in more 
than 30 languages. Some of the special collections are briefly described. The 
library publishes an annual memoir, circulation 1,500, summarizing the papers 
written and published by members of the School of Agriculture. Reprints of 
the original papers are available. 


6053 Recent work in fine arts libraries in London, J. L. Howgego. Aslib 
Proc., 8 (2) May 1956, 81-96. 


A brief, general description of each of the principal libraries which were 
visited in the course of a survey of their resources. 


6054 The Library of the Chartered Institute of Secretaries, Marian L 
Webb. Lib. Assn. Rec., 58 (6) June 1956, 224-227. Photo. 


The Chartered Institute of Secretaries’ London headquarters, including its 
library, were destroyed in 1940. New premises for the library are at no. 14 
New Bridge Street, E.C.4. The library stock has had to be rebuilt and the 
types of material covered are outlined, together with notes on routine processes 
in use. Appended is a list of 62 important books on company law and secretarial 
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practice, meetings, general law, financial management and administration, 
accountancy, and taxation and stamp duty. 


6055 The John Rylands Library, Edward Robertson. Books, (303) July- 
August 1956, 133-137. Illus. 


In 1888 John Rylands, a Manchester millionaire, died and his wife had a 
library erected to his memory. The main interest in the library lies in theology 
and the humane studies in general ; science and medicine are excluded. Mrs. 
Rylands purchased the Althorp Library, largely created by the second Earl 
Spencer for £4m. in 1892. In 1901 she paid £4m. for the 6,000 manuscripts 
collection of the Bibliotheca Lindesiana of the Earls of Crawford. The library 
contains about 3,000 incunabula ; 49 of the 51 surviving works from the press 
of the first printers in Italy, Sweynheym and Pannartz ; 40 works of Ulrich Han, 
the second printer ; 17 editions of Virgil printed before 1480 ; 75 Ciceros 
printed before 1501. Manuscripts are in 50 languages including rich Arabic and 
Persian collections, extensive papyrus collection with Egyptian, Greek Coptic 
and Arabic texts. Among the Western mss. are important early texts and 
calligraphic treasures from the great writing schools of Europe, some of them in 
jewelled bindings. There is a valuable autograph collection and many thousands 
of deeds, manorial records and allied documents as well as the muniments of 
several Cheshire, Lancashire, Derbyshire and Staffordshire families. 


6056 The Chester Beatty Library [Dublin], J. V. S. Wilkinson. An 
Leabharlann, 14 (3) September 1956, 111-117. 

The librarian describes the contents of this library built up over 40 years by 
Sir Chester Beatty. It is mainly a collection of Oriental books and mss., especially 
of the Islamic East. There are Biblical, Manichean and Egyptian papyri ; 
Western mss. of Bibles, Psalters, Gospels and Commentaries, liturgical works, 
medieval and Renaissance texts and the classics, dating from the 8th to the 16th 
century ; Ethiopic mss. and finely illuminated Korans ; over 200 Persian mss. 
including an Omar Khayyam of 1259-60 A.D. ; Indian miniatures and mss. 
and between 100-200 mss. from countries adjacent to India ; 150 scrolls and 
albums, mostly on silk, from China and 100 from Japan. There are also many 
examples of fine binding in the library. 


6057 Nucleus of special libraries in renascent India: Council of 
Scientific and Industrial Research and its national laboratories, H. N. 
Rangachar. Ind. Lib., 10 (4) March 1956, 147-153. 

Traces the genesis of the C.S.I.R. established in 1942 and the following 
laboratories and research institutes opened in 1950 or later : National Chemical 
Laboratory, Poona; National Physical Laboratory, New Delhi (includes 
Insdoc, founded 1952) ; Fuel, Digwadih, Bihar ; Glass and Ceramics, Calcutta ; 
Food, Mysore; Metallurgy, Jamshedpur. The Central Drug Res. Inst., 
Lucknow, was opened in 1951 ; Electro-Chemical, Karaikud, 1953 ; Leather, 
Madras, 1953; Building, Roorkee, 1953; Salt, Bhavanagar, 1954. Two 
more research institutes to cover radio and electronics at Poona, and mechanical 
engineering are to be set up during the next five years. 


6058 The Sutro Library, Richard H. Dillon. News Notes of Calif. Libs., 54 
(2) April 1956, 338-352. 

Adolph Sutro, head of a tobacco business and designer of the Sutro Tunnel, 
was California’s pioneer bibliophile. He retired to San Francisco and set about 
building a research library for the use of all the people of California on the lines 
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of the British Museum. Several sites were tried before he decided on the 
centre of San Francisco. He bought books on a huge scale from Jerusalem, 
London, Europe and Mexico, acquiring whole collections of thousands of 
volumes. By 1885 it was estimated to number 100,000 rare volumes and 
pamphlets including 3,000 incunabula. By 1900 it numbered about 250,000 
(including pamphlets). The first librarian was George Moss, formerly a book- 
binder in the British Museum and a scholar. The collection occupied various 
premises. Half of it was lost in the fire of 1906 and only 42 incunabula were 
saved. In 1913 the collection was presented to the State of California, but was 
to remain housed in San Francisco. In 1923 it was housed in the State Building 
in the Civic Centre. In 1933 an attempt was made to release it from the charge 
of the State to save the cost of its maintenance. A successful campaign was 
conducted and the library was saved. The collection contains early newspapers, 
35,000 books on the history of Mexico ; 100,000 on English history (1518-1850) ; 
25,000 English pamphlets (1640-1880) ; the Halliwell-Phillips collection of 
Shakespeare-Stratford material ; 140 Hebrew manuscripts, and the collection of 
Sir Joseph Banks. A bibliography of articles on the Sutro Library is given. 


6059 The Library of J. Walter Thompson Company — Chicago, 
Edward G. Strable. Illinois Libs., 37 (10) December 1955, 298-300. 


Work in the Library of an advertising agency is exciting and unpredictable. 
The number of subjects covered almost equals the number of clients. One of the 
main purposes of the Library is to see if the answer to a question can be found in 
printed or even verbal sources before submitting that question to expensive 
original research. 


6060 Great research center’s library fits lab space pattern of new 
building : National Institutes of Health Library in Bethesda, Maryland 
offers outstanding service to the Nation’s well-being. Pioneer, 19 (2) 
March-April, 1956, 6-8. Plan. Photos. 


The Public Health Service’s Clinical Center Library was adapted to the 
standard laboratory space plan decided on for the main building. The staff, 
which includes a translation unit, provides a reference service by answering 
questions, preparing select bibliographies, locating and verifying bibliographical 
information and facilitating full use of the Library. A future project is a facsimile 
transmission system for the rapid exchange of material between the Center and 
the Library of Congress which would render the borrowing of entire volumes 
unnecessary and expedite the obtaining of desired material while giving the 
“borrower” a retention copy of the article requested. The stock is limited to 
100,000 volumes which was considered adequate in view of the great resources 
available in the Washington area. 


6061 Bibliotherapy with neuropsychiatric patients (individual and 
group therapy), Lore Hirsch. Hospital Book Guide, 17 (5) May 1956, 87-93. 

An explanation of the part played by reading, and especially the discussion of 
reading material, in the treatment of mental patients. Hospital libraries are 
vitally important but only selected patients should be allowed unfettered use of 
books. Librarians should be members of the therapeutic team. (17 (6) June 
1956, 111-117 contains a summary of the discussion following this paper). 


6062 The newspaper library, Herman E. Weiller. Stechert-Hafner Book 
News, 10 January 1956, 53-55. 
The newspaper library, or morgue, ordinarily contains current encyclopedias, 
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the various who’s who and directories, the more newsworthy and political 
magazines, and the bound volumes of its own editions ; but the raw material of 
the newspaper library is newspapers. Its lifeblood is a daily stream of news 
clippings, pictures and cuts. All this information must be so organised that 
research is done in the speediest way possible and it must be so completely up-to- 
date that the information available is lagging less than 24 hours behind the day’s 
news. The procedures used in the New York Post library to clip and file a 
daily flow of 500 clippings are described. At the New York Times, the daily 
influx is 4,000 and the total number on file is nearing the 10m. mark. A morgue 
is generally divided into three parts ; biographical, geographical, and subject. 
Experience has shown that the catch-all classifications are cumbersome and that 
the more decentralized the filing system, the more efficient it will be. The ideal 
is the simple ABC of the encyclopedia, with sub-divisions for certain large 
subjects. At the Post library, the Eisenhower file grew from 20 to 240 sub- 
divisions in two years. (Taken from Amer. Doc., 7 (3) July 1956). 


PUBLIC LIBRARIES : General surveys 


6063 Achievements of literature bureaus in African territories, 
Stanley Milburn. Wilson Lib. Bull., 30 (9) May 1956, 696, 706. 


Seven vernacular literature bureaux have been set up in non-self-governing 
territories of the Commonwealth in Africa. They are primarily concerned with 
the publication of novels, textbooks, plays and magazines in the vernacular, 
the encouragement of African authors and the foundation of libraries. A 
bureau was set up in East Africa in 1948, in Northern Rhodesia and Nyasaland 
in 1947, in West Africa in 1946, in the Gold Coast in 1950, in Eastern Nigeria in 
1949, Western Nigeria, 1950, Northern Nigeria first in 1930 and re-organised 
as the Gaskiya Corporation in 1946. All are subsidised. There are similar 
bureaux in South Africa, the Belgian Congo, the Sudan and Liberia. The 
library system of the East African bureau covers Kenya, Uganda, Tanganyika 
and Zanzibar, and has a postal service. 


6064 Unesco Seminar on development of public libraries in Asia : 
main recommendations. Social Education, 5 (5) December 1955, 3-4. 


The seminar recommended the enacting of national legislation to make 
available public library services to all, the establishment of a Central authority, 
the provision of reading material for adults, and the development of library 
services for children. 


6065 The Library Service of Western Australia, Beda Lim. Malayan 
Lib. Group Newsl., 1 (4) April 1956, 75-78. 

The service covers an area of one million square miles ; half the population 
live in urban communities and the other half in rural areas. 82% of the local 
authorities have care of units with less than 2,000 people and this means that 
local libraries are small, book selection is difficult and readers have difficulty in 
getting the books they want. The local library is thus soon read through and 
tends to become stale. These local libraries can now join the Library Service 
and must fulfil certain conditions covering buildings, equipment, organisation 
and staff, e.g. qualified staff must be given professional status and pay. The 
Library Board of Western Australia is an independent statutory corporation, 
receives funds from Parliament and submits an annual report to the Ministry of 
Education. The Library Service subsidizes a local library on a pound for pound 
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basis in the form of books and offers a statewide mobile bookstock. A library 
can exchange 100 books every two or three months. Special requests will be 
obtained and enquiries answered by approaching other libraries in the state or 
further afield. A loose-leaf classified catalogue is available for readers. The 
libraries at Claremont and Fremantle are briefly described. 


6066 Bibliotekproblemer i Canada. [Library problems in Canada], 
Wilhelm Munthe. Bogens Verden, 38 (5) September 1956, 229-235. Photo. 


A report: Libraries in Canada. A Study of Library Conditions and Needs, 
published in 1933, showed how uneven and unsatisfying the library conditions 
were due to too small library units. Indicating how to furnish an adequate 
service it stimulated further development. In 1942 the Canadian Library 
Council was founded and in 1946 the Canadian Library Association. The Massey 
report (published 1951) to promote Canada’s cultural life has been of great 
importance to the library movement. Canada has now got 800 public libraries 
with a stock of 8.5 m. vols. The issue is 31m. to 1.6m. readers but even 75-80% 
of the population has access to libraries ; 70% of the issue is from 86 libraries in 
towns with more than 10,000 inhabitants. Conditions for the research libraries 
have been improved and the university libraries in Montreal and Toronto have 
become huge research centres. The National Library in Ottawa will get its new 
building finished next year but its many new bibliographical tasks have already 
been started by microfilming the catalogues from the most important libraries to 
form a union-catalogue and national bibliography : Canadiana. 


6067 The County Library in Ontario, J. M. McGrath. Ontario Lib. Rev., 
40 (2) May 1956, 90-92. 

County library co-operatives have spread widely in Ontario since the first 
was formed in 1932, and they are now covered by legislation. Financed partly 
by the libraries in the county and partly from government funds, they aim 
primarily to supplement book stocks of public and association libraries by 
providing a rotating supply of books, and also to reach rural schools, clubs and 
institutes. The staff of a co-operative at its inception should consist of a qualified 
librarian, with a full- or part-time assistant as required. 


6068 Public libraries in the German Federal Republic, G. Gelderblom. 
Ann. Lib. Sci., 3 (1) March 1956, 16-21. 


Traces the early influences and stages of development of these libraries. The 
need for a public library law is stressed. In 1953, 122 building projects were 
completed, 158 libraries had adopted open access, and altogether 6,800 com- 
munities were being served. Professional publications are briefly described. 


6069 Place of libraries in future India, Sohan Singh. Indian J. of Adult 
Education, 16 (2) July 1955, 58-63. 

In the field of social education, libraries hold a key position. In the future 
organisation of libraries in the country the basic unit will be district. Above 
the district level there will be Central and Regional libraries to support the 
District libraries, which in turn will be supported by the District libraries. 
Below the district level there will be the branch and village libraries. The most 
important point in the library organisation will be the village library. Library 
organisation should have the support of the people through library legislation to 
ensure adequate funds for the development of libraries and also deal with the 
wherewithal of the library service. 
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6070 Role of libraries in social-education, Sohan Singh. Indian J. of 
Adult Education, 16 (3) September 1955, 11-17. 


A working paper for the sixth national seminar on “The role of libraries in 
social education” held at Delhi, 26th September to 5th October 1955. It lists 
the following six problems forming the subject matter of the seminar : (ji) in 
what ways can libraries contribute to the general renaissance in India ? (ii) the 
relation between the social-education organisational set-up and libraries ; (iii) 
the library structure in India in the future ; (iv) training of librarians ; (v) 
library legislation ; (vi) library literature. 


6071 Recommendations of the seminar [on the role of libraries in social- 
education]. Social Education, 5 (4) November 1955, 9-10.’ 


Recommendations were that : (i) libraries and social education institutions 
should work in close collaboration ; (ii) librarians must assume their share of 
responsibility in promoting worthy literature ; (iii) state governments should 
support the services of the district libraries, etc. ; (iv) the training of librarians 
at all stages is necessary ; (v) a library commission should be set up to investigate 
the existing state of library service ; (vi) library service must be based on the 
conscious and organised will of the people as expressed through legislation ; 
(vii) library associations should be built up and the government should assist 
such associations. 


6072 Public library development in India, D. R. Kalia. J. Ind. Lib. Assn., 
1(3) April 1956, 10-14. 

A factual survey of the period from the Madras Public Library Act of 1948 to 
the Hyderabad Act of 1955, including an account of and the recommendations 
of the Unesco International Seminar held at Delhi Public Library in October 
1955, precedes a summary of the major deficiencies in the existing library 
services. These, which are considered in detail, are (a) lack of over-all control 
and the existence of very small and unco-ordinated units, (b) new legislation (c) 
adequate finance and (d) trained and experienced librarians. 


6073 Vita dell ’Ente [Nazionale per Biblioteche Popolari e Scolastiche]. 
[Activities of the National Institute for Popular and School Libraries]. Parola, 
39 (3-4) March-April 1956, 149. 


The headquarters have been transferred to new premises at 11, Via Montanelli. 
At the old premises in Via Santa Caterina have been retained the presidential 
offices and the editorial offices of Parola. The Minister of Education, by a letter 
of 4th March 1956, has associated the libraries of private schools with the In- 
stitute. These schools will now be eligible for all the privileges of membership. 


6074 Attivita del Rete di Prestito di Imola nel 1955. [Activities of the 
lending network of Imola in 1955]. Parola, 39 (3-4) March-April 1956, 146-148. 


The information is drawn from the report of the Director of the Communal 
Library of Imola. Interesting statistics of issues and membership in various 
types of centre are given. Centres in shops and workshops have been more 
successful than those in schools. Children’s issues may have fallen off somewhat 
because only juvenile and sports books are now issued to those under 16. 
Methods of passing stock from centre to centre are discussed, together with the 
composition, by subject classes, of the boxes of books sent out and the method 
of dealing with special requests. It is hoped that the network will soon cover 
the entire province of Bologna. 
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6075 The pilot public library for Latin America at Medellin, Julio 
César Arroyave. Lib. Assn. Rec., 58 (6) June 1956, 220-223. 


(See LSA 5772). The Pilot Public Library for Latin America was opened at 
Medellin, in Colombia, on 24th October 1954, in temporary premises. A book- 
mobile serves the outskirts of the city. So rapidly did the library prove its 
worth to the community during its first year that a well-sited headquarters’ 
building has already been planned, with a stock capacity of 150,000 volumes. 


6076 Las bibliotecas en Espaiia. [Libraries in Spain]. P. Ricardo Blasco 
Génova. Bol. Asoc. Cubana, 8 (1) March 1956, 3-8. 


Spanish libraries come under the State, the responsible minister being the 
Minister of National Education. General control is exercised by the Direccién 
General de Archivos y Bibliotecas, a department of the Education Ministry. 
Two sections of the Direccién, the Seccién de Archivos y Bibliotecas and the 
Secretaria Técnica are responsible for administration. Librarians are appointed 
by competition. The State has established public libraries in the provincial 
capitals ; others have been set up by Servicio Nacional de Lectura (National 
Reading Service). Mobile libraries are starting in Cadiz and Asturias. 


6077 Swedish library development since 1950, E. M. Elizabeth Bowen. 
Lib. Assn. Rec., 58 (6) June 1956, 216-219. Photos. 

In the largest Swedish towns — Stockholm, Géteborg and Malmé — library 
provision is excellent, but the rural library service is hampered by inadequate 
funds, despite the important results of the 1952 local government reform act in 
grouping together small communities. The Royal Commission report issued 
in 1949 suggested steps for substantially raising the standard of public libraries 
throughout Sweden. A new act, embodying these proposals, should be framed 
before 1960. New buildings erected at Halmstad and Goteborg during the past 
five years are described. 


6078 House of Representatives passes Library Services Bill by voice 
vote, May 8th 1956, Marie D. Loizeaux. Wilson Lib. Bull., 30 (10) June 1956, 
757-758. 

The passing of the Library Services Bill H.R.2840 paves the way for Senate 
action in the near future. It marks the near end of a decade-long effort to win 
library service for citizens in rural areas. As S.205 it now awaits action by the 
Senate Labor and Public Welfare Committee. 


6079 Public library extension service : legal control and structure, 
Ralph M. Dunbar. Publ. Libs., 10 (2) May 1956, 28-30. 

The United States Office of Education has issued this year an 85-page publica- 
tion entitled The State and publicly supported libraries : structure and control at the 
state level. (Superintendent of Documents, Washington, D.C. 55 cents.) 
Facts regarding the legal structure and control of library services have been 
abstracted from the state laws. This paper considers only the public library 
extension aspect of the document. 


6080 Federated systems increase in New York, Jean L. Connor. Lib. J., 
81 (13) July 1956, 1654-1657. 

In New York State the library federation is proving a worthwhile means of 
co-operation. In 1950 a State-aid law was enacted giving grants-in-aid for 
either consolidated or federated systems. In the consolidated system there is 
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only one board of trustees, all other libraries becoming branches. The federated 
system runs on a yearly contract basis and any library may withdraw on the 
termination of the contract. All new systems created since 1950 have been of 
the federated type. A short survey of some of these systems is given. 


PUBLIC LIBRARIES : Policy and practice 


6081 Librarianship as a challenge, R. A. Brown. S. Afr. Libs., 23 (1) 
March 1956, 101-106. 


The challenge is first presented by the situation revealed by recent surveys 
that many people are unaware of the existence of the library. To rectify this, 
it is suggested that some of the sales techniques of the commercial world could 
be adopted. Once the potential customer has entered the library he should not 
be over-powered by architectural atmosphere, bewildered by the catalogue and 
baffled by a multitude of notices, directions and instructions. The picture of 
the average reader as a timid person, often with but a vague idea of his own 
requirements must be kept in mind, especially when related to the average 
library methods. Good work can be done through the school libraries organisa- 
tion, but good public relations within the library are equally important and to be 
constantly borne in mind by all staff in the public departments. 


6082 New concepts of service, A. W. McClellan. Lib. Assn. Rec., 58 (8) 
August 1956, 299-305. Diagrams. 

The provision of books being the main problem of the public library, successful 
book provision results from the integration of three broad factors : readers, 
books and accessibility. The problem may be triangulated; the triangle represent- 
ing Readers designating Interest, Comprehension and Motivation ; the triangle 
representing Books designating Awareness, Relationships and Stimulation ; 
and the triangle representing Accessibility designating Immediate Choice, Internal 
Locations, and Bibliography and External Locations. The weakness lies in 
accessibility. Organisation of subject groups and the use of stock control 
records are dealt with in detail. 


6083 Automation und Freizeit: Bemerkungen zu einer kiinftigen 
Biichereipolitik. [Automation and leisure : remarks on a library policy of 
the future]. Gustav Sichelschmidt. Kulturarbeit, 8 (8) 1956, 159-160. 


In the leisure provided by automation workers will have the opportunity to 
free themselves from the machine and live as individual human beings. The 
public library must help them by the provision of the right books. 


6084 Filialpolitik. [Branch policy]. Johs. Lehm-Laursen. Bibliotekaren, 
18 (2) 1956, 42-53. 

Dealing with urban library systems only the author points out that branches 
are to be erected as soon as people feel distance as a hindrance or expensive in 
using a library. They must be situated not only centrally in the districts but also 
in places easy to find and are to be equipped in the best modern style. Each 
branch must have an adult lending- and reference library, a children’s library 
and rooms available for the activities of study-circles and associations. The 
bookstock must comprise the popular literature in the country’s own language. 
The opening hours are to be those best fitted for the inhabitants of the district 
and there must always be qualified librarians on duty in each department. A 
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strong connection is to be maintained between the branches and the central 
library ; the latter is primarily intended for the advanced reader. 


6085 How can public libraries and adult education agencies co- 
operate ? Edward Sydney. Indian J. of Adult Education, 16 (3) September 1955. 


Discusses the relationship between the agencies of adult education and public 
libraries and maintains that for an effective co-operation there should be intimate 
knowledge and sympathetic understanding of the policy, purposes and function- 
ing of each other’s machinery, and also an adequate provision for the literature of 
all kinds to cope with the subsequent demand. Discusses the services to adult 
education which a public library could undertake under the following heads : 
supply services ; information ; planning ; and the library’s own programme. 


6086 Bibliotecas argentinas : Biblioteca popular Bernardino 
Rivadavia de Bahia Blanca. [Argentinian libraries: The Bernardino 
Rivadavia Public Library, Bahia Blanca]. Germ4n Garcfa. Bibliotecologia, 3 (1) 
September 1955, 31-32. Bibliog. 

The library was founded in 1882 as a lending library. It had no permanent 
building until 1891 when a site was given by the local authority ; the library was 
built by local subscription. In 1930 the present library was built in the centre of 
the town. The bookstock is 75,000 ; membership 6,700 ; issues 6,000 per 
month. Activities include lectures, concerts, film shows, and story hours and 
puppet shows for children. Classification follows that of La Plata University ; 
cataloguing is by the Vatican Code. 

6087 Kirjaston kayttajien lukumaara. [The number of library users]. 
Kirjastolehti, 49 (3-4) March-April 1956, 57. 

It is difficult to obtain accurate statistics on the number of library users, but 
their percentage in a community gives the best picture of the confidence and 
popularity a library enjoys. The statistical survey on loans in towns and 
boroughs, published in the previous issue of Kirjastolehti, gives an overall picture 
on the situation showing that the figures vary, especially in boroughs, where 
in some cases they remained even below 10 per cent. In towns, the mean reached 
about 20 per cent, though considerable variations occurred. In libraries with 
good book selection and service, 25 per cent should be the aim attainable in 
densely populated areas. 


6088 Yleislakko ja kirjasto. [The general strike and libraries]. Maire 
Louhivaara. Kirjastolel:ti, 49 (3-4) March-April 1956, 63-65. 


Observations on the influence of the general strike in Finland in March 1956 
on the library’s everyday work are reported from the Helsinki P.L., and especially 
from the T66l6 Branch. Compared with the corresponding period in 1955, 
issues went up 22.6% at the Branch and 19.1% at the Main Library ; new 
registrations increased 53.7%. The shelves containing Finnish prose were almost 
empty on the first day of the strike and telephone calls were much more numerous 
than usual. Many readers learned to study the non-fiction books and were 
surprised at the wide range of books available. 


6089 La bibliothéque publique et le disque. [Public gramophone record 
libraries]. Jacqueline Chasse. Bull. bib. France, 1 (4) April 1956, 249-267. 

At present France has no public gramophone record libraries. Aids to record 
selection are cited and accession methods discussed. Advantages and disad- 
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vantages of four different methods of classification are given and cataloguing 
difficulties considered. The best method would seem to be to treat records as 
books, giving added entries for soloists, etc. In storing records it is vital to 
protect them from dust and unnecessary handling. Libraries which lend records 
usually find them returned in good condition, and the main problem is to keep 
their wrappers in repair, and to keep order on the shelves. The value of gramo- 
phone records in teaching is generally acknowledged, and the Centre national de 
documentation pédagogique has a record library and proposes the organisation 
of regional record libraries. 


6090 Le bibliobus urbain de Grenoble. [Grenoble’s bookmobile]. Pierre 
Vaillant. Bull. bib. France, 1 (3) March 1956, 167-177. Plans, photos. 


A branch library was needed for the south and west sides of Grenoble and until 
a permanent building could be taken over, a bookmobile seemed the solution. 
American and English plans were moderated bearing in mind the climate and 
the public to be served. Details of measurements, heating, lighting and ventila- 
tion are given. Fixed furnishing has been sacrificed to the need for space. The 
service started in January 1956 staffed by one librarian and driver. At schools 
the children choose books themselves, but return them through the teacher to be 
checked off later. Adults pay a small subscription. Long stops in a few places 
suit the public better than many short stops and a strict timetable. 


6091 Foérdert die Offentlichen Biichereien! Eine Erwiderung. 
[Develop the public libraries ! A reply]. Johannes Langfeldt. Kulturarbeit, 8 
(3) 1956, 59-60. 

In reply to an article in Die Kommunalpolitischen Blatter of 25th December 
1955, with this title, in support of libraries run by religious denominations, 
Dr. Langfeldt puts the case in favour of municipal and state-owned libraries. 
In Kulturarbeit, 8 (7) 1956, 136-137, Dr. H. Hiirten answers with an article 
entitled Uniformes oder pluralistisches Biichereiwesen 2? (Uniform or pluralistic 
library system 2) and in the same issue, pp. 137-140, Dr. Langfeldt concludes the 
discussion with Dilettantisches Biichersammeln oder Biichereiwesen ? (Dilettante 
book collecting or library system ?). 


6092 Die Ladenbiicherei Frankfurt-Bockenheim. [Shop branch in a 
Frankfurt suburb]. Gertrud Gelderblom and Wolfgang Brumme. B. u. Bild., 
8 (7) July 1956, 247-248. 2 photos, 1 plan. 


The author, known for her work in IFLA, gives a condensed history of the 
growth of a bombed-out branch of Frankfurt P.L. from its schoolroom in 1946 
with a stock of 4,646, including 341 junior books, to the triple shop space in a 
newly built complex of flats in Dec. 1955 with some 9,000 stock of which over 
3,000 are junior. Junior readers now outnumber adults ; total readers 15.7.55: 
1524; 31.1.56: 2,393. Brumme, the architect, adds notes on lighting and 
layout. The plan has a key but no scale. [Note : The 2 photographs and plan 
following refer to the Mannheim P.L. described in the previous issue, p. 230]. 


6093 Freihand-Erfahrungen. [Experiences of open access]. K. O. Schmidt. 
Kulturarbeit, 8 (6) 1956, 119-120. 


In Reutlingen (46,000 pop.) open access was introduced for the first time in 
southern Wiirttemburg when the City Library placed 500 new non-fiction books 
on open shelves in 1954. From that date all accessions (1,000-1,200 vols. a year) 
have been added to open stock. Since then the number of readers has risen from 
957 to 1,475 and the issues to over 10,000. Open access means more work for 
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the staff but better relations with the public who are grateful for the opportunity 
of choosing from the books on the shelves. 


6094 Reaching the reader (a) City libraries, C. W. Black. Scottish Lib, 
Assn. Conf. Proc., 1956, 28-33. 


A description of the services offered by Glasgow Public Libraries with its 
large reference library, commercial library (est. 1916), and 33 branch libraries, 
Details are given of the exhibitions held, provision for the blind, books in 27 
foreign languages, service to the Seafarers’ Education Service, programme of 
lectures and reading lists prepared for them, and of the photocopying service. 
A school library system run jointly by the Library and Education authorities 
provides a grant of £1 per pupil for initial stock of books for new libraries in 
secondary schools, for a trained library assistant to be employed part time in 
each, and for cataloguing, classification and preparation of books by the public 
library staff. An annual allowance is made for books of £5, £10, £15 per 100 
pupils in primary, junior secondary, and senior secondary schools respectively. 
Residential schools and hospitals for children also receive collections of books. 
Extension services cover homes for old people, prison, adult education classes 
and operatic societies. 


6095 Reaching the reader (b) County libraries, A. A. Jeffress. Scottish 
Lib. Assn. Conf. Proc., 1956, 34-37. 

Deals mainly with the physical difficulties of trying to take a library service to 
a rural population of 25,000 in a small county (Berwickshire) scattered over 400 
sq. miles where the largest centre has only 2,269 people. The village centre, 
the box of books and voluntary helpers are still very much the focal points in 
each community. 


6096 Reaching the reader (c) Burgh libraries, N. R. McCorkindale. 
Scottish Lib. Assn. Conf. Proc., 1956, 38-41. 

Makes a plea for maintaining high standards in public library provision and 
for not undervaluing the qualities of readers. Libraries must be progressive in 
expanding their techniques and methods to meet the modern advances of know- 
ledge. 


6097 Dartford Public Libraries, Stanley Atkin. We made our own 
“film”, G. W. Wheatley. Kent News Letter, 7 (4) April 1956. Illus. 

The library was founded in 1916 with a Carnegie grant. Annual issues have 
risen from 77,431 in 1916 to 609,189 in 1955. Accommodation was doubled in 
1937 ; a separate Children’s Department established in 1947; and further 
major alterations in the Adult Lending Library in 1953 led to the replacement of 
the radiating bookpresses by an alcove system and a much improved service. 
The reference library houses the library of the Dartford Antiquarian Society. 
There are two single-room branch libraries issuing approximately 60,000 books 
ayear. One is ina permanent building ; the other should have its own building 
within 18 months. Other services include a mobile service to the aged and infirm. 
By co-operating with the local camera club a series of coloured slides has been 
made and is proving very useful in connection with public relations and the talks 
given by the staff to local organisations. 


6098 Westminster Public Libraries, Jane Pedersen. Bogens Verden, 38 (4) 


July 1956, 189-199. 
A report on a 3-month visit to Westminster Public Libraries. The writer is 
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impressed by the busy activity at the Central Reference Library and the high 
service rendered by the bookstock with its many special collections. The 
“Token-system” which is found very useful for Westminster is not recommended 
to other library systems where the books are not out of circulation for a long 
period. The lending departments’ service is regarded of a less high quality 
than that of the reference departments because the routine tasks occupy too 
much of the librarians’ time. The combination of sheaf-catalogues and printed 
catalogues is found unsatisfactory and makes it complicated to trace a particular 
book. The co-operation which takes place between the London libraries is 
described. 


6099 The Worthing token system, L. M. Bickerton. Lib. Assn. Rec., 58 (7) 
July 1956, 265-268. 

(See LSA 5794). Token issuing of adult fiction was introduced at a Worthing 
branch library on February 1st 1955. It is shortly to be extended to the re- 
mainder of the Worthing library system. Token charging has some notable 
advantages : it reduces queueing and relieves staff of drudgery. The theoretical 
disadvantages are less important in actual practice. 


6100 The public library and industry, R. E. Marston. Lib. World, 57 
(672) June 1956, 207-209. 


The most obvious reasons for the public library’s partial failure to obtain 
recognition by the commercial world are the widely differing standards of 
service and the time required to trace information in published material. Less 
apparent reasons are the failure to realise what industry requires and the lack of 
co-operation between some special and public librarians. The solution could 
be government grants to aid the provision of a service to industry and re- 
organisation of R.L.B. and N.C.L. activities ; librarians must define their aims 
clearly and their special colleagues’ prejudice will decrease with the improvement 
of public library services. 


6101 The public library: a re-assessment, Desmond Clarke. An 
Leabharlann, 14 (3) September 1956, 95-100. 


The importance of public libraries in the world to-day is shown to be in- 
creasing. In particular, libraries are urgently needed to assist in the dissemination 
of knowledge relating to agriculture, science and technology if Ireland is to 
survive. A brief table compares the bookstocks, registered readers, expenditure 
per head and amount of state aid in Norway, Denmark, Sweden and Switzerland 
with Ireland and shows how Ireland lags behind. 


6102 The future of technical libraries, Matthew O. Dobson. Librarian, 
45 (5) May-June 1956, 98-99. 


The one branch of public librarianship that will be expanded out of recognition 
during the next ten or twenty years will be the scientific and technical one. 
Public libraries are peculiarly suited to meet the demand for speed in the answer- 
ing of technical queries because they are regional organisations within easy reach 
of their clients and are also large enough to answer from their own resources a 
large proportion of the enquiries they receive. Regional technical libraries 
covering bigger fields than their own local government areas are to be preferred 
to a large number of small technical libraries. In an area where all the towns 
are too small to support a public technical library, co-operation between the 
technical college libraries in the district under the auspices of the county education 
authority through its county librarian seems promising. 
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6103 Delegation of function, Ernest A. Savage. Lib. World, 57 (671) May 
1956, 187-190. 

Without ample delegation no library system will run smoothly ;_ with it 
responsibility and authority are shared, supervision is spread and alleviated. 
The ideal chief has shown confidence, inspired trust, and invited initiative. His 
closest care should be to supervise his own policy and plans — to bring the 
service as near perfection as his conscience directs. The staff, able to operate 
delegation smoothly, also nourishes education by association with a first-rate 
chief. Delegation may fail if good service by subordinates is not publicly 
acknowledged, and can only be possible where the book stock attracts careful 
readers and students. 


6104 Fiction — the missing service, H. A. Whatley. Librarian, 45 (6) 
July 1956, 109-114. Bibliog. 

The case for more careful selection, cataloguing, classification and arrangement 
of fiction. The present inadequacy of the fiction service in most public libraries 
is deplored. Suggests seven improvements : (i) BNB should indicate classi- 
fication of fiction. (ii) New and replacement fiction should be selected more 
carefully. (iii) Library fiction stocks should be classified — gradually, i.e. over 
3 years — or rapidly, i.e. over about 3 months. (iv) Fiction catalogues to be 
improved, e.g., author, title and subject indexes, with annotated entries. (v) 
Staff to become fiction specialists. (vi) More information and better displays 
of fiction are required. (vii) All fiction requests to be treated seriously and every 
effort made to obtain titles. 


6105 Reference libraries: the turning point, Robert L. Collison. 
Librarian, 45 (5) May-June 1956, 81-83. 


An appeal for a uniform standard of reference service throughout the country. 
Co-operation between reference libraries is mentioned as a most desirable and 
needed thing and the author suggests that the use of microcard and microprint 
will enable even county branch libraries to provide a thorough reference service. 


6106 Reference libraries, J. W. Thirsk. Librarian, 45 (5) May-June 1956, 
83-85. 


An analysis of the types of reader who use reference libraries and the improve- 
ments needed in present day stocks to serve them adequately. The advantages 
of microprint and microcard in replacing out-of-print books and periodicals 
areemphasized. It is pointed out that the staffing of reference libraries and indeed 
the stocks would be very much improved if more money was made available for 
library services. 


6107 Serving the business man: some brief notes on commercial 
reference libraries, G. P. Henderson. Librarian, 45 (5) May-June 1956, 
87-89. 


In special library services problems are raised which have special answers ; 
access to the stock should be direct ; classification introduces an unnecessary 
barrier to material that can be better arranged alphabetically ; strip-index panels 
are more efficient than card catalogues, especially in a busy library. Telex will 
soon be as indispensable in a commercial library as the telephone is today. Staff 
must be familiar with the contents and mechanics of directories and should also 
be capable of advising readers which directories are likely to be the most reliable. 
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6108 Provincial reference libraries, L. B. Saunders. Librarian, 45 (5) 
May-June 1956, 92-93. 

Smaller provincial reference libraries can provide useful training for the 
assistant because he will be forced to use the same books many times and so will 
get to know them better. The small library is at a disadvantage compared with 
libraries in large populous areas because co-operation is difficult except by post. 


6109 Reference and information services in county libraries, M. W. 
Wand. Librarian, 45 (5) May-June 1956, 94-97. Photo. 


A brief survey of the development of county library reference services with 
short notes on the methods adopted in Lancashire, Derbyshire, Hertfordshire 
and Middlesex. In all the counties the aim is to encourage requests for informa- 
tion and for books of all types at each service point, and to pass them on to larger 
units whenever local resources are found to be inadequate. 


6110 Reservations in Manchester, T. J. Rix. Lib. Assn. Rec., 58 (8) August 
1956, 306-309. Tables, bibliog. 


A detailed analysis of reservations of books made in Manchester Public Libraries 
between April 1954 and January 1955. The demand for popular fiction (of 
which examples are given) has not overwhelmed the service, and in any case it is 
the librarian who must decide whether, and how, he is to satisfy concentrated 
demands. 


6111 Are librarians efficient? K. C. Harrison. Librarian, 45 (4) April 
1956, 61-63. 

The general theme of a London branch conference in 1952 was efficiency in 
the library. Several ideas for greater efficiency were put forward but since then 
few, if any, of them have received much attention. Apart from a few individuals 
and places, such as T. E. Callander and his experiments with punched cards and 
methods of catalogue reproduction ; E. V. Corbett and his attempts at improving 
charging systems, and Manchester and its use of Telex, very little advancement 
has been made in business efficiency during the last few years. Leadership in 
these matters should come from the Library Research Committee of the Library 
Association but few can feel satisfied that the committee is giving the leadership 
needed. Matters which need looking at from the point of view of greater 
efficiency include charging systems, reproduction of catalogue entries, stan- 
dardisation of stationery and other smaller routine tasks such as overdues, fines 
and statistics. 


6112 County library staffs, S$. O. Conchubhair. An Leabharlann, 14 (3) 
September 1956, 101-109. 

Outlines the duties and work of the County Librarian in Ireland as (i) a 
librarian, (ii) an administrator, and (iii) a public relations officer. This is followed 
by descriptions of the work of the Assistant (Deputy) Librarian and junior 
grades of library assistant in order to show the wide range of work involved in the 
running of a modern county library service and the many skills required. The 
Library Council is urged to strive for better salaries if suitable staff are to be 
recruited and retained. 


6113 The life of a village librarian, Fujio Mamiya. International Librarian, 
2 (7) July 1956, 13-16. 
An account of the painstaking work of Shin’ichi Ito (1885-1956) Librarian of 
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Akiragi Library, Abu-gun, Japan. The library was established in 1906 in com- 
memoration of the Russo-Japanese War, 1904-05, and for 50 years Shin’ichi Ito 
strove to increase the funds and the book collection. To-day the library has 
30,000 volumes for about 2,500 people. The librarian kept a card index of 
information about everyone living in the district and also a file of readers’ 
interests. New books were sent to persons likely to be interested in the subject. 
Many books were actually “made” by mounting cuttings from newspapers 
and magazines. Besides books, Shin’ichi Ito collected specimens of things of 
interest to the district that would be valuable for educational purposes. He 
reviewed books at many meetings ; lectured on the library far and wide, and 
wrote numerous articles. Donations would be spent on books and later the 
donor would be shown how many times the book bought with his money had 
been read. Shin’ichi Ito maintained a very personal service which extended to 
people who had left Akiragi and lived in distant places. 


6114 Documentatie in de O.L.B. [Documentation in the public library]. 
G. A. van Riemsdijk. Bibliotheekleven, 41 (6) June 1956, 147-148. 


Information given in public libraries cannot be exhaustive and never can be a 
main source. In special departments of public libraries this information activity 
may come nearer to what is called documentation. The author favours narrow 
limits however. 


6115 Honderd jaar openbare bibliotheek te Arnhem. [Hundred-year- 
old public library at Arnhem]. K. Schaap. Bibliotheekleven, 41 (5) May 1956, 
129-130. 

A brief history of the provincial library at Arnhem. 


6116 Reference work at the Alexander Turnbull Library, Margaret 
Alington. N.Z. Libs., 19 (3) April-May 1956, 70-79. 

Brief descriptions of the printed, manuscript and illustrative material which 
goes to make up the stock of the Alexander Turnbull Library, together with 
comments on how it is used there. 


6117 Reference work in special New Zealand collections, Nola Millar. 
N. Z. Libs., 19 (4) June 1956, 89-93. 

Stresses that the concern of the reference library is not to find the answers for 
research students, but to lead them to source material. Therefore indexes should 
be compiled to assist both staff and students, e.g. (i) noting unlikely sources of 
information as found, (ii) lists of sources to answer recurring enquiries, (iii) 
indexes to rare material, to save its constant handling, (iv) an auxiliary to the main 
catalogue, which gives brief bibliographical notes of material found. Other 
subjects which may be indexed include portraits, obituaries and illustrations 
from New Zealand books and newspapers. 


6118 Some points in reading public library reports, T. B. O'Neill. 
N.Z. Libs., 19 (4) June 1956, 97-101. 


How to judge a library by its annual report. The text of the report should 
give an account of the library’s policy, and what is being attempted, as well as 
an explanation of the statistics. The article shows how the statistics can give an 
accurate picture of book provision, and the whole standard of service in the 
library, by listing standards of provision under such headings as expenditure, 
membership, issues, fiction, non-fiction and children’s stock, etc. 
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6119 The department of musical literature in a district library, 
M. Bulynko. Bibliotekar’ (USSR), (1) January 1956, 35-38. 

The Gorki public library at Molotov had 27,000 stock and served 900 readers 
with 32,818 books and music items in 1949 ; in 1954 it had 54,000 stock and 
served 1,755 readers with 57,000 items. In 1955 it installed special shelving to 
hold both sheets and bound copies in the same order. The main headings in 
the catalogue are ‘before 1917’, ‘since 1917’ and ‘foreign’ ; they are divided 
more specifically into ‘piano’, ‘learners’, ‘sonatas’, ‘concerts’ and so on, and then 
alphabetically under composers. Artists, teachers and the staff of the Home of 
Peoples’ Art ask for repertoires, and they use the card-index containing Music in 
the Urals (including folk-music from Perm and Ekaterinburg) with more than 
1,250 headings. The library holds surveys of musical literature, especially 
dwelling on new radio reviews of literature and opera and illustrating them with 
the piano and records ; and lecture-concerts on various authors are given eight 
times a year by teachers and students of music ; the musical evenings have 
audiences of two or three hundred. 


6120 The hundred-and-twenty-fifth anniversary of the Odessa 
scientific library, V. Zagoruiko. Bibliotekar’ (USSR), (1) January 1956, 
30-34. Photos. 

Klochkov’s bookshop and readers’ library appeared shortly after the founda- 
tion of the town, and had a catalogue in 1830 ; in 1830 there appeared the first 
governmental public library in Russia there, based on a French bookstock and 
contained in one big and one little room. In 1905 some of the Marxist classics 
had penetrated to it. A new building was erected in 1907, and from 1922 to 
1940 the books were free. The stock in 1917 was 187,000, and in 1955 2m. Its 
museum of rare books and manuscripts of the 13-15th centuries was founded in 
1922, and now contains 10,000 items, including a large collection of Ukrainian 
books specialising on village economy, livestock, viticulture and maize. The 
library has close relations with industry, it publishes bibliographies and makes 
special exhibitions for it. It has a catalogue of foreign periodicals taken, and 
published 15 brochures in 1954 ; along with the Odessa, Nikolaevsk, Kherson, 
Kirovograd, Vinnits and Chernovits district and regional libraries it publishes a 
bulletin. There is a staff of 67, of which 40 have higher education. In 1954 
there were 275,000 visitors and an issue of 650,000, there were 17,000 permanent 
readers, and the library serves over 500 correspondence students and has inter- 
library loans with 300 other libraries. 


6121 Preliminary library orders at the collectors’, V. Blinova. Biblio- 
tekar’ (USSR), (2) February 1956, 37-38. 

The author is director of collection for the mass libraries in the Moscow 
bookstore. The collectors for the Chief bookstore of the Russian republic 
ministry of culture supplied in 1951 74,933 libraries, in 1952 82,837, in 1953 
104,100, in 1954 179,210. The most important features of collection are the 
ordering forms and the information lists of future publications. From June 
1955 a system of preliminary orders has been adopted, in order to help in estimat- 
ing the size of an edition ; for librarians have been known to triple the number of 
copies required when they have seen the actual book. But, of course, the 
preliminary-order system demands better annotations on the lists. 


6122 Public libraries in the Southwest, Edwin Castagna. Calif. Lib., 17 
(3) July 1956, 151-158, 192. 
A reprinted address on the public library movement in Southwest U.S.A. — 
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its history, present position and some outstanding leaders. With the exception 
of most of S. California public library service is unevenly developed. Progress 
in the future will depend largely on co-operation. 


6123 Los Angeles County Public Library : new horizons, John D. 
Henderson. Calif. Lib., 17 (3) July 1956, 170-173, 194. Illus. 

A brief description of recent developments and future plans involving buildings, 
bookfund, catalogue and regionalisation. 


6124 Co-operative services — Salinas City Library and Monterey 
County Library, Rose Vainstein and Anne Ethelyn Markley. News Notes of 
Calif. Libs., 51 (3) July 1956, 414-421. 

The two libraries have their headquarters in the same town and the programme 
was started in 1954. The scheme provides an exchange of services without 
extra cost. Book processing and cataloguing are centred in the County Library 
and the City provides library services. The plan was reviewed after a year. 
Recommendations are that cataloguing can be simplified, that books should be 
marked with the same symbols, joint staff meetings should be held regularly, a 
daily messenger and delivery service should operate between the libraries, and 
the total work load should be spread evenly. Records and routines can be 
simplified and there is an increase in bibliographical services to the public. 


6125 Co-operation between community and library, Grace Murray. 
News Notes of Calif. Libs., 51 (3) July 1956, 426-429. 

Because of public interest in the welfare of the public library “Friends of the 
Library” groups have been formed in many places and the Saturday Review 
urged increased support for the idea. The groups publicise the library’s activities, 
help to raise money and assist in every way to enable libraries to perform their 
function. Newspaper publicity and window displays are given, funds raised for 
books and buildings, and special equipment provided by this means. Special 
library collections have also benefited. 


6126 The Good books in California public libraries, Leroy C. Merritt. 
Calif. Lib., 17 (3) July 1956, 174-176. Tables. 

A list of the 1,200 “good” and “‘notable” books (26% fiction and 74% non- 
fiction) of the last 20 years was prepared and checked with the card catalogues of 
136 of the 153 public library systems in California during 1953-54. The results 
comparing city and county provision are presented along with conclusions 
drawn from them. About half the non-fiction and three-quarters of the fiction 
was held by five county libraries individually. As a group they held 80% of 
the non-fiction and 95% of the fiction. There is in this group of five northern 
counties a co-operative scheme of book purchasing. Unless and until library 
systems serving 100,000 people or more are created, libraries will not succeed in 
providing a substantial proportion of the “‘best’”’ and the “notable” non-fiction 
being published. (Also in News Notes of Calif. Libs., 51 (3) July 1956, 435-437). 


6127 Elgin Public Library service to business, Mildred G. Lathrop. 
Illinois Libs., 38 (6) June 1956, 134-135. 


A brief description of the service provided for business men in Elgin, Illinois, 


U.S.A. 
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6128 Fairfield, Lila Stonemetz. Illinois Libs., 37 (10) December 1955 
286-289. Illus., plan. 

The Fairfield Public Library’s new building also houses the Historical Society. 
It was with the help of this Society that the vigorous fund raising campaign has 
resulted in there being no debts. 


6129 A library has growing pains, Leona H. Ringering. [Illinois Libs., 38 
(4) April 1956, 64-66. Port. 


A brief description of the planning and inauguration of a new library service 
in Park Forest, Illinois, a town with a population of 25,000. 


6130 Library use survey : who uses the Racine Public Library — and 
why, Arthur Pethybridge. Publ. Libs., 10 (2) May 1956, 39-42. 


The survey was taken on one day in each of nine months during 1954. Of the 
779 questions asked on the nine days, 60% were asked by women and 20% by 
students. Slightly more questions were asked in person than over the telephone. 
The personal enquiries were three times as numerous as those from any single 
group. Among groups, questions from local business and industry were the 
most numerous. 60% of the questions were answered in less than five minutes ; 
85% in under 10 minutes. In numerical order questions fell into the following 
types : (i) directory, (ii) bibliographical, (iii) biographical, (iv) who’s who in 
government, and geographical. 15,599 books were circulated, equal to 1,733 
each day. Slightly more than half were issued to children. Of the adult issues 
41% were non-fiction. The order of popularity was: biography, travel, 
sports, radio, TV and aviation, modern history, American literature, medicine, 
the home, psychology, handicrafts. Nearly 80% of the fiction were historical 
and modern novels ; less than 20% were mystery stories and westerns (the former 
being more than twice as popular as the latter) ; 2% were science fiction. Of 
the books issued to children, the easy-to-read stories for the very young were the 
most popular. For older children, biography and science were most read, 
while animal stories were twice as popular as mystery stories. Recordings of , 
classical music were first choice, opera second, and musicals third. Poetry 
recordings were more popular than folk music or square dance calls. 23 of the 
80 films were borrowed by church groups ; 22 by schools, 8 by local organisa- 
tions. The titles of the most popular books, recordings and films are included. 


6131 What’s ina name? John D. Gordan. Bull. N. Y. Publ. Lib., 60 (3) 
March 1956, 107-128. 

Notes on an exhibition of pseudonymous books from the Berg Collection, 
introduced by Janos Nadrog. 130 items are listed. Each has a note on the 
author by Dr. Gordan, and a key to the real names is appended. 


6132 Grafton Public Library, Mrs. S. Elizabeth Howland. Bull. Free Lib. 
Comm., Vermont., 51 (3) December 1955, 35-37. Illus. 

The new building was opened on July 22, 1955. It is a beautiful colonial 
home which has been restored and kept much as it was. Interest in the Library 
is steadily increasing. 


6133 Behind the scenes of “Storm Center”, Ruth Hall. Calif. Lib., 17(1) 
January 18-19, 56. Illus. 

This film was made by Columbia Pictures and filmed in the small town 
library at Santa Rosa, California. It stars Bette Davis as a librarian who believes 
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that people should be able to read what they wish. She is discharged because 
she refuses to withdraw from the shelves a book that is criticized by a small 
group. The story is told of the search for a suitable library, which had to be an 
old and overcrowded one, and of the shooting of the scenes and the alterations 
that were made to suit the theme which includes the librarian’s struggle with her 
city council to get a Children’s Wing added to the library. 


6134 Notable books on the air : Wisconsin’s “Invitation to Reading” 
program profits by use of list, O. T. Blackshear. Pub. Libs., 10 (1) March 
1956, 11-14. 


Wisconsin Free Library Commission have been broadcasting a programme 
on books for the past fifteen years as part of a regular feature. Each February 
the programme takes the form of ‘Notable books’ of the previous year. An 
annotated list of the notable books, prepared by the Public Libraries Division of 
the A.L.A., is printed and is distributed to those requesting copies. The list for 
1955 appears in this article. 


6135 Arbejdsrationaliseringsproblemer i bibliotekerne : Amerikanske 
erfaringer. [Rationalisation of work in libraries : American experiences]. 
Vibeke Ammundsen. Nord. Tid., 43 (1) 1956, 24-35. Diagrs. References. 


Rationalisation of work in technical departments is discussed on the basis of a 
report by Cresap, McCormick and Paget, management engineers, who in 1950 
studied work flow in the New York Public Library, suggesting improvements. 
The author has studied successful attempts to eliminate cataloguing backlogs 
through “streamlined” operations in the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Library and explains its process form. Work analysis to save professional time 
for professional work is recommended for Danish libraries. Streamlined 
operations may make staffing difficulties by increasing the monotony of the work. 
Job rotation, staff co-operation and other personnel management problems are 
discussed. Small libraries are warned against blindly copying techniques 
devised for larger libraries. 


6136 Library trustees study together. Publ. Libs., 10 (1) March 1956, 
18-19. 


A six-week seminar for library trustees was given as an adult education service 
at Clark University, Worcester, Mass. Objects were : (i) to promote an in- 
crease in interest and understanding of the modern public library’s services, 
problems and potentialities, (ii) to assist library trustees in performing their duties 
more effectively. 


SCHOOL LIBRARIES 


6137 School and children’s libraries in India, Mrs. D. K. Boga. J. Ind. 
Lib. Assn., 1 (3) April 1956, 2-4. 

There are few facilities for informal reading available to children in India. 
Libraries are urgently needed in schools and public libraries. There is also a 
dearth of suitable books in Hindi and Urdu. A special training centre for 
children’s librarians is required. 
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6138 High school libraries, T. D. Waknis. J. Ind. Lib. Assn., 1 (3) April 
1956, 5-9. 

A statement of the aims of the school library is followed by an account showing 
how far short of the ideal are present day conditions in India. Yet a brief 
history of developments in England and America shows that interest there is of 
recent origin. The granting of independence to India in 1947 has ushered in a 
new era in education and the time is propitious for reorganizing high school 
libraries after the Western pattern. 


6139 Le Biblioteche Scolastiche nella loro Storia Legislativa. [The 
history of the effect of legislation on school libraries]. Lina Sacchetti. Parola, 
39 (3-4) March-April 1956, 83-89. 

The problem of providing libraries for children of 13-17 as part of the new 
national reading service still exists and this article examines the reasons why the 
school libraries of the past have never been fully effective. The movement 
began in the thinking of Mazzini, scarcely developed in the 19th century and 
slowly gathered momentum after 1900. Plans made by Bacelli, Minister of 
Education, in that year can now be made effective by library vans. Precise 
references and dates of relevant legislation are quoted. 


6140 An experiment in guiding the reading of pupils out of school 
hours, I. Kopaev. Bibliotekar’ (USSR), (2) February 1956, 34-37. 

Young people of 15 to 18 years of age in industrial trade schools have a little, 
but not much, experience of life ; their adolescent minds are disturbed, and they 
read Maupassant and the Count of Monte Cristo and Madame Bovary, which 
teachers consider unsuitable. There are few special adolescent books published, 
e.g., Jules Verne, Cooper, Beecher Stowe and some Russian ones. So there 
are provided readings-aloud, bibliographic reviews, recommended booklists, 
posters, readers’ conferences, meetings with local authors and artists, and general- 
political and popular-scientific books. In conversation certain tales of Gorki 
and Tolstoi about love can be recommended, and chats on love and family 
happiness given [list of books mentioned], and poetry classics advised. Lectures 
are given for their political and cultural education on scientific-atheist and 
scientific literature and morals. 


6141 Historical development of the elementary school library, 
Carolyn I. Whitenack. Illinois Libs., 38 (6) June 1956, 143-149. Port. Bibliog. 


A fairly full history of the growth of school libraries in the U.S.A. with special 
reference to libraries in elementary schools. 


WORK WITH CHILDREN 


6142 IFLA Committee of work with children and young peopie, 
J. R. Wolff. Bibliotheekleven, 41 (6) June 1956, 152-153. 

A note giving the historical background and resolutions of the 2nd meeting 
at Frankfurt of this Committee. The main topics have been training and the 
special literature of the field. 
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6143 The Children’s Library — its service to the community, Uma 
Sinha. Education, 34 (10) October 1955, 11-18. 


Makes out a case for the provision of books to the children and the establish- 
ment of children’s libraries. The influence of children’s library is far reaching 
and the results are immediately discernible. Selecting books for children’s 
library, its furnishing and arrangement, guidance in reading are discussed. 


6144 Die neue Stadtische Jugendbiicherei in Trier. [New children’s 
library in Treves]. Ludwin Langenfeld. B. u. Bild., 8 (6) June 1956, 208-210, 
4 photos. 


A factual account by one of the main sponsors of the youth library in Treves 
opened in May 1955 gives a picture of rapid growth (paralleled by other examples 
in this issue devoted to youth library problems). It is housed in the town hall 
complex, the main room in one half being large enough to seat an audience of 
100 and in the other to store 8,000 volumes, covering age groups 8-18 and divided 
into 13 sections guided in colour. Author, fiction title and subject catalogue 
are available to the public and in the workroom. Issues have risen from 2,500, 
June 1955 to 7,100, March 1956, monthly average 5,500, to a circle of readers 
totalling 2,200 March 1956 with a monthly average of 320 casual readers. 


6145 Group activities in a children’s library, M. E. Buck. Kent News 
Letter, 7 (4) April 1956. 

Activities include story-telling, hobbies, drawing, play-reading and film 
shows. Carbon copies of plays are used. Children are encouraged to make 
posters or illustrate stories read. Hobbies include knitting, needlework and 
stamp-collecting. Children talk on and display their hobbies. 


6146 The kind of annotated catalogue there ought to be for children’s 
libraries, Z. Zhivova. Bibliotekar’ (USSR), (2) February 1956, 19-20. 

Printing correctly annotated catalogue cards is centralised in various publishing 
houses ; it is essential and saves time. However it does not meet the needs of 
the children’s library, which serves only as far as the seventh and eighth classes 
(the ninth and tenth classes use the adults’ library, and over half of the books 
recommended are for them). Also the annotations are intended to interest not 
the young reader but the librarian and the teacher and the youth leader (for 
instance, annotations of books for the fourth and fifth classes on the bourgeois 
narrow-mindedness of the ideals of Robinson Crusoe). The Leningrad branch 
of the Childrens’ Book Firm has recently issued suitable cards, but they are not 
widely known. 


LIBRARY EXTENSION SERVICES 


6147 “Das sprechende Buch” hilft den Blinden : zur Errichtung der 
“Blindenhorbiicherei Nordrhein-Westfalen e.V” zu Miinster. [The 
talking book helps the blind : on the establishment of the “Blindenhérbiicherei 
Nordrhein-Westfalen e.V.” in Miinster]. Dr. Thiekétter. Kulturarbeit, 8 (6) 
1956, 118-119. 

Founded six months ago, this library of talking-books is already lending 50 
“volumes” a week to all parts of the Rhineland and Westphalia. Problems of 
standardisation of equipment and production of records are being considered 
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internationally under the auspices of the American Foundation for Overseas 
Blind. Much has yet to be done to provide a satisfactory service for the blind. 


6148 Library services for the physically handicapped, W. A. Munford. 
Lib. Assn. Rec., 58 (7) July 1956, 251-259. 

The “physically handicapped” are taken to include “‘shut-ins” and hospital 
patients, who cannot visit alibrary. In the case of the blind, to whom the normal 
ink-print book is valueless, overall book-provision responsibilities have been 
assumed by the National Library for the Blind. The development, organisation, 
administration and scope of provision of this library are described, with notes on 
reproduction in Braille, and the activities of the Royal National Institute for the 
Blind. 


6149 Statewide financial support for Seattle’s Regional Library for 
the Blind, Florence Grannis. Wilson Lib. Bull., 30 (9) May 1956, 700-701. 


The 1955 Washington State Legislature passed a bill appropriating $6,000 
annually authorizing the Washington State Library to contract for public library 
service to the blind. This is the first step in putting the costs of this regional 
service on a broad tax base. The Seattle Public Library’s division for the blind 
is one of 28 such regional libraries furnished by the Library of Congress with 
books, catalogues and catalogue cards, but the cost of housing, salaries and supplies 
must be met by the distributing library. Seattle figures its cost as being $10 
per reader and with 60% of its Washington readers outside its tax-supported 
area the city library was finding it increasingly inequitable to pay the entire cost. 


6150 “Current issue” — a co-operative venture in television, William 
H. Brett. News Notes of Calif. Libs., 51 (3) July 1956, 422-425. Illus. 

The venture was started as a means of using television to publicise materials 
and resources of public libraries. Thirteen programmes on major topics of 
current interest were chosen with a discussion by experts who encouraged 
viewers to visit the libraries for books and reading lists. Posters and other 
publicity materials were made available by the library and editors provided the 
programme’s producer with advance copies of articles to be discussed. 


LIBRARY ARCHITECTURE : plans, furniture, lighting 


6151 Att bygga bibliotek, Svit i atta satser. [Eight cardinal points for 
building libraries]. Bengt Hjelmqvist. Biblioteket och vi, (9) 1955, 9-12. 

(i) A library building is intended to house an activity with certain demands 
on the arrangement of the premises. (ii) A good library building unsatisfactorily 
located is less desirable than an unsatisfactory library building having a good 
location. (iii) Accept no “fair” solutions when building new libraries ! 
Insist on the best even to the least detail ! (iv) It may be wiser to remain in 
inadequate quarters while awaiting an opportunity for a wholly satisfactory 
solution than to move into a building which is only half satisfactory. (v) The 
best library buildings are achieved through close co-operation between library 
board, architect, and librarian. (vi) Aesthetic considerations must yield to 
those furthering optimal efficiency in the functioning of the library. (vii) Check 
on the blue-print that the library machinery will function well technically as well 
as economically. (viii) A library should present a hospitable and comfortable 
atmosphere to those entering it. ; 


45 








6152 Ansiktet at gatan. [The face of the public library]. Sigurd Méhlen- 
brock. Biblioteket och vi, (9) 1955, 14-18. 


Monumentality and austerity were characteristics which long adhered to the 
style of architecture used for public library buildings. Thus the main libraries 
of Stockholm and Oslo, built in the middle 1920s, represent the conception of 
the public library as a place to collect, store and make available books to a limited 
number of people. At the centre of modern library architecture is the library’s 
public, having the right to expect efficient service in a library building designed 
and equipped for this sole purpose. Modern libraries are to be placed at the 
centre of the community, literally speaking, with adequate signs and inviting 
displays advertising their presence. 


6153 Biblioteksplanen och utlaningsrummet. [Library planning and 
the lending room]. Jan Wallinder. Biblioteket och vi, 9, 1955, 20-30. 


On the basis of information from the librarian concerning the various rooms 
needed and their inter-relation, the architect is to draft plans for the library to be 
built. The arrangement and placing of the lending room determines the manner 
in which the library building is to function. In libraries holding less than 
10,000 volumes a lending room with shelves along the walls only, offers a good 
general view as well as attractiveness. A few full length windows opening 
towards a street will make the room more pleasant and give passers-by an impulse 
to enter. In larger libraries it is necessary to meet the need for additional shelf 
space either by using a two-story plan, the upper story being a gallery set slightly 
back above the lower story row of shelves, or by placing standing book-cases on 
the open floor at right angles from the long walls of a one-story lending room. 
With the gallery plan it follows that the book collection is divided into halves, 
the one readily accessible, the other not. Thus experience favours the one-story 
plan which also carries the advantage of greater flexibility especially with a view 
to future readjustments. 


6154 Samtal om planeringsproblem. [Dialogue on planning problems]. 
Thord Plaenge-Jacobson and Sven Silow. Biblioteket och vi, 9, 1955, 32-39. 


It is necessary to determine whether a difference in function of the different 
units of a library also calls for spacial separation. An investigation into this 
question regarding business offices disclosed that 75% of all partition walls were 
superfluous. In a public library building, only music rooms, film rooms, and 
research rooms need to be closed off visually and acoustically. A second category 
of rooms — entrance hall, cloak-room, and newspaper room — may need to be 
separated from the less noisy or “normal” areas — lending room, reading room, 
and periodicals room. Within the latter it is possible to achieve division by 
lighting devices and acoustical screening through the means of continuous faint 
noise or lowering the sound level by using sound absorbent coverings on floors 
and ceilings. 


6155 Nagra synpunkter pa valet av material i bibliotekslokaler. 
[Some views on the selection of materials for library interiors]. Sten Cassel. 
Biblioteket och vi, (9) 1955, 41-47. 

For various reasons it is impossible to recommend generally the use of any 
particular make of specified materials. These must be appraised in their archi- 
tectural and technical relation. Economical considerations must be made from 
long-term aspects. In every instance, an analysis of the given materials must be 
made on the basis of their suitability to the situation at hand. First, the technical 
demands need to be stated. Secondly, an investigation as to the types of materials 
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available is made. The final selection is then made by the builder in co-operation 
with the librarian. 


6156 Planning the new library building : a few notes gathered around 
New Zealand, Priscilla Taylor. N.Z. Libs., 19 (1) January 1956, 1-6. 

A brief survey of points to be watched in the planning of a new building ; 
such things as the height of the shelving, the spaces between pieces of furniture, 
the types of heating available and the siting of the issue desk and workroom 
are mentioned. The article applies in the main to small one-room libraries. 


6157 Famous school in Connecticut boasts top library facilities, 
John Park. Pioneer, 19 (2) March-April, 1956, 1-5. Photos. 

The new school library of Kent, Connecticut, was reconstructed in one of the 
auditoriums centrally situated on the Campus. The seating capacity is for 100 
students and the initial stock was 20,000 volumes. It contains space for faculty 
readers, librarian’s office, work room, conference and library class room, special 
reading areas for periodicals, maps, vertical file material, etc. and two exhibition 
areas — one in the lobby entrance to the library and one in the reading room. 
There are two entrances, one from the larger building of which the library is a 
part, the other from the exterior. At both entrances depressible book trucks 
are placed to facilitate the return of books. Carrell-type four-place study tables 
are placed in alcoves formed by the book stacks. The staff consists of one 
librarian and assistant librarian augmented by 11 students assigned to work in the 
library as part of the work programme of the school. 


6158 Jacksonville Jr. College Library typifies Florida’s gracious 
living, Katherine M. Brubeck. Pioneer, 19 (3) May-June, 1956, 1, 3-5. Photos. 

The new building is L-shaped to allow of future expansion without altering 
the existing structure. The librarian’s office, conference rooms and work room 
are concentrated in one wing with the receiving room and space for storage of 
unbound periodicals. Steel free-standing stacks separate the reading and loung- 
ing areason the ground floor which have an outside wall of glass forming a patio 
effect. The mezzanine floor overlooks the lounging area and on this floor stacks 
are arranged to form reading areas and carrels which are available for students 
engaged on research. 


6159 Benton, Elsie Ligon. Illinois Libs., 37 (10) December 1955, 284-286. 
Illus., plan. 

Founded in 1924, the premises of the Benton Public Library were destroyed 
by fire in 1955. A new building is now in construction. 


6160 The Glenview Public Library, Charlotte D. Bryan. Illinois Libs., 37 
(10) December 1955, 289-291. Illus., plan. 

The Glenview Public Library has just moved into its new building, of which a 
description is given. 


6161 Homewood has changes, Adelaide F. Wasserman. Illinois Libs., 37 
(10) December 1955, 291-292. Illus. 

This Library building which once housed the Illinois Central Station has been 
undergoing alterations and remodelling, making it more attractive. 
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6162 Oak Lawn Public Library, Wilfrid Bachert. Illinois Libs., 37 (10) 
December 1955, 292-294. Illus. 


Since the new library building which is of modern design, was opened, 
circulation has already increased over 50%. 


6163 Treating readers as customers suggested as librarians’ credo, 
Margaret B. Cole. Pioneer, 19 (3) May-June, 1956, 8-9. Photos. 

The aim of the Shenandoah Branch of the Miami Public Library is to attract 
readers. The walls of the adult room are blue-green and ot the children’s room 
chartreuse while the floors throughout are of tan asphalt tile with green geo- 
metrical pattern. These colours are repeated in the chairs, arm-chairs and table 
chairs. The books are covered with bright wall paper and plastic jackets and 
they are arranged by subject — adventure, hobbies, home-living, etc. Fiction 
is divided in accordance with the reader’s interest — light romance, historical 
novels, mysteries, etc. Photo-charging eliminates the need for book cards and 
registration files. 


6164 Another Florida community shows culture paces its rapid 
growth. Pioneer, 19 (3) May-June, 1956, 6-7. Photos. 

The building of the new library of the North Miami Public Library was 
started in 1953 at an estimated cost of $70,000. The building is T-shaped with 
the charging desk at the intersection providing visibility for the adult reading 
room, the stacks and the children’s room. A kitchen for the use of the staff and 
a conference room, used by board members and organisations of the North 
Miami area complete the amenities. This has a separate entrance to prevent 
disturbance and another entrance leads on to a patio for outdoor reading. 


6165 Industry and civic pride brings “World of Books’ to LaGrange, 
Georgia. Pioneer, 19 (3) May-June, 1956, 10-15. Photos. 

The Coleman Library is of brick and limestone construction, has an area of 
14,000 square feet and houses approximately 48,000 volumes. The building is 
insulated and air-conditioned. The air-conditioning unit is equipped with humidity 
controls, electrostatic filters for removal of smoke and dust and activated charcoal 
filters to remove odours. When necessary additional comfort is provided by 
heating coils in the concrete slab flooring. Rubber tile is used for floor covering 
and the ceilings are of acoustical tile. The children’s area forms one section of 
the reading room where in addition to the usual furniture there are benches 
between bookcases. The remainder of the reading room is devoted to teen- 
agers and adults with special sections for reference study, a music section equipped 
with record players and earphones, theological area, periodicals and newspapers 
and a micro-film reading room. The charging desk has two heights to accom- 
modate children and adults. The balcony has double-faced stacks, a reading 
room for doctors with selected literature and a spacious club-room fitted with 
lighting fixtures and spot-light controlled by rheostat. This room has television 
outlets and a colour-television set, a projection booth with slide and film-strip 
projector, sound-movie projector, record-player, tape-recorder and electrically 
operated movie screen. A kitchen is equipped for groups using the clu, room 
and entrances are arranged so that these rooms can be used as a unit when the 
library is closed. The whole library is equipped with an intercom system. The 
books are arranged by subject according to the reader’s interest. 
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6166 Library, Cincinnati, Ohio. Progressive architecture, 36 (12) 
December 1955, 77-83. 13 photos., 3 plans. 


Building for the Public Library of Cincinnati and Hamilton County, in 
contemporary design, is arranged as “‘a department store of knowledge”, with 
subject departments on an open plan. On the ground floor history, literature, 
education, philosophy and religion, and a browsing room. On second floor 
science, industry, art, music, government and business departments, a film and 
recording centre, and meeting rooms seating 100 and 35. On third floor, 
children’s room, memorial Rare Book Room and processing departments. 
Exterior walls are mainly brick, with occasional granite, and continuous double 
glazed windows, with exterior windows of heat-absorbing glass. Building is 
fully air-conditioned and sealed ; cost $2,850,000, of which mechanical equip- 
ment and lifts cost $885,000, a unit cost of $14.90 per sq. ft. 


6167 Classical beauty of old library is preserved in modernization, 
Lucy Stiefel. Pioneer, 19 (2) March-April 1956, 9-11. Photos. 

The original building of the Gates Memorial Library, Port Arthur, Texas, was 
completed in 1917. The new addition and branch library for negroes has caused 
little change in the original structure except for the removal of wall space to 
create passage to the new area. The interior has been altered by the removal of 
glass and steel partitions and their replacement by counter-height blond birch 
shelves, new furniture and a different lay-out. The children’s and young adults’ 
reading room, the charging desk, the reference room and adult reading room, 
with periodical and newspaper shelves, are on the main floor. The Gates 
Gallery, storage space, staff lounge with small kitchen and equipment room for 
air conditioning are on the first floor. The Gates Gallery is an all-purpose room 
used for board meetings, lectures, committees and story hours. It is equipped 
for film projection. The foyer entrance to the Gallery leads to a ramp for the 
convenience of incapacitated persons. The charging desk is fitted with a concealed 
typewriter and a book-wagon to receive discharged books. 


6168 Plant City High School Library creates urge for more reading, 
O. S. Bazemore. Pioneer, 19 (3) May-June, 1956, 16-17. Photos. 


The library is constructed of re-inforced concrete walls, waterproofed and 
veneered. The main reading room will accommodate 100 students and the 
auxiliary rooms which open from this consist of an office, a work room, a storage 
room for periodicals, a listening room, an audio-visual room and a conference 
room. The audio-visual room has a stage for theatrical productions and is 
equipped with 16 mm. projectors, filmstrip machines, high-fidelity record- 
players, opaque recorders and tape-recorders. The listening room has a table 
wired for high-fidelity which accommodates four pupils with earphones. The 
Library Club, consisting of 25 student assistants, prepares displays, performs 
routine work and finds reference material for class-room teachers. In addition 
the Library Club sells cold drinks, candy and chewing gum to supplement the 
book fund. 


6169 Les magasins 4 livres dans les bibliothéques frangaises du début 
du 19e siécle 4 nos jours. [Bookstacks in French libraries during the 19th 
century and to date]. Jean Bléton. Bull. bib. France, 1 (3) March 1956, 183-206. 

The change in the approach to library administration in France is traced. 
Bearing in mind that a stack must house the maximum number of books safely, 
within easy reach, and so that the reader receives them rapidly, suggestions are 
made for stack planning and furnishing. The stack must be economical to build 
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and run ; various forms of lighting, heating, air-conditioning, flooring, etc. 
are recommended, based largely upon American practice. American patterns 
are not always suitable however as French libraries rarely have a classified stack 
and arrangement is by accession and format. Carrels, for example, are little use 
in French stacks. Librarians should be much firmer in their recommendations 
to architects. 


6170 New ways of organising the bookstack, F. Pashchenko and G, 
Meiendorf. Bibliotekar’ (USSR), (2) February 1956, 26-30. Illus., diagrs. 

In all libraries open steel shelves are used, in parallel rows, 75 cm. apart, 6 or 7 
shelves high, each 1 metre long. Against the walls they are single-sided, and 
about 70% of the area is occupied by passage (1.57 sq. metres of passage to 1 sq. 
metre for books, which normally allows 350 to 450 copies to the square metre), 
Rolling stacks, which are used at the International labour office in Geneva and at 
Toronto public library, save 25% (1.3 sq. metres of passage). By Pashchenko’s 
system rolling stacks are planned in blocks of 30, as in the 1939 building of the 
Academy of sciences at Moscow and in the Karelo-Finnish republican library at 
Petrozavodsk (built 1948). A shortened line of rolling stacks with 80 cm, 
passages can be installed for each double-sided fixed stack, either down one side 
(saving 28%) or both sides (saving 33%). Meiendorf’s system leaves 70 cm, 
passages round two sides of the room and fills the rest with solid blocks of 
stacks fitted with electric motors and rolling face-forwards (.9 sq. metres of 
passage or .78 sq. metres of passage). 


6171 L’Illuminazione dei Tavoli di Lettura. [The illumination of 
readers’ desks]. Giannetto Avanzi. Bibliofilia, 57 (3) 1955, 251. 

Michelangelo Gallo has published a roneo-ed pamphlet under the title 
L’illuminazione dei tavoli di lettura nelle biblioteche (Rome, Stabilimento Tipografico- 
Litografico Ferri, 1955, 8vo. 28pp.) which ends with a useful bibliographical 
note, to which Avanzi adds a further 16 items as a contribution to a fuller biblio- 
graphy. which Gallo is planning. The latter has also published Alcuni problemi 
relativi alla illuminazione delle sale di lettura in Bollettino dell’ Istituto di patologia del 
libro 14 (3-4) 1955. 


6172 Katsaus kirjastovalineisiin. [Review of library equipment]. Teknil- 
lisen Kemian Aikakauslehti, 15th August, 1956, 349-354. 

In special libraries much routine work can be reduced by means of adequate 
equipment. Some mechanical devices developed in the USA and in European 
countries are undoubtedly applicable in Finnish circumstances where there is 
scarcely any danger of over-enthusiasm about new gadgets. The review covers 
shelving, vertical files, card index cabinets, record keeping equipment for 
periodicals, punched cards, typewriters, stencilling and hectographing machines 
and photocopying equipment available in Finland. Manufacturers and suppliers 
are given. 


LIBRARY MATERIALS: audio-visual aids, maps, periodicals 
(serials), etc. 


6173 Paperbacks in the public libraries: a new set of handling 
problems. By courtesy of Publishers’ Weekly (New York). Librarian, 45 (6) 
July 1956, 119-121. 

A discussion of the value of paperbacked books in the public libraries of 
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Brooklyn, New York and Baltimore. They average 6-10 issues each. In 
Brooklyn and New York they are not processed, but are shelved together as a 
separate, informal collection. Enoch Pratt catalogues and classifies them as if 
they were ordinary books. Advantages ; (i) much cheaper, both in initial cost 
and in processing costs ; (ii) save rebinding costs ; (iii) the bright covers en- 
courage people to take books they would never otherwise choose. 


6174. A Domesday Book of scientific periodicals, D. J. Urquhart. 
J. of Doc., 12 (2) June 1956, 114-115. 

Entries in the second (1934) and third (1952) editions of the World list of 
scientific periodicals have been compared by sample analysis to obtain data on 
changes between 1933 and 1950. Sample examination suggested that the 
Science Museum Library accessions of current titles within its scope might be 
increased by at least 50%. Percentages of the total available in the U.K. are 
given in respect of holdings of several libraries and regions. 


6175 Most distinct and lively pictures, Gerhard O. W. Mueller. Law 
Lib. J., 49 (3) August 1956, 256-262. 


A discussion of the value of AV methods in the teaching of legal bibliography, 
with special reference to the film Law books and their use (35 mm. Kodachrome 
slides with a non-synchronized recording of the script). The first half of this 
hour-long film covers the entire system of books on law, the second half the 
perusal of all principal research devices. This type of instruction is chiefly 
useful in giving a mental image to the student ; it is not in any way a substitute 
for more conventional methods, but it may well’ prove an important new 
development as a supplementation. 


6176 Visual aids in Blue Earth County, Margaret Leonard Croswell. 
Minnesota Libs., 18 (6) June 1956, 177-178. 


The Visual Aids service provides 5 filmstrip projectors, 2 record-players and 
a motion-picture projector with sound. Films and records for both children 
and adults are circulated, with the exception of sound films which may be 
located through lists provided. Types of equipment and material are evaluated 
and other problems dealt with. 


6177 Films in libraries: 1. Keep up with films, Cecile Starr. A.L.A. 
Bull, 50 (4) April 1956, 209-211. Illus. 


The author, a critic of the 16 mm. film, urges that the film is an essential part 
of the library’s programme. She disagrees with the view that so long as the 
library has an insufficient book fund, films should not be purchased. She wants 
librarians to view many of the 16 mm. films recommended and see how they 
stimulate mind and heart, prompt the viewer to appreciate the accumulated 
knowledge, and so feel a part of humanity and of the world of nature. The 


teacher has a criterion : ‘‘Does it fit into the curriculum 2” whereas librarians 
are luckier. The world is their curriculum ! 


6178 Films in libraries : 2. The library use of films, Grace T. Stevenson. 
A.L.A. Bull., 50 (4) April 1956, 211-214. 

Poor selection, inferior collections, inadequate programming are stated to be 
responsible for the lack of respect paid to the potentialities of audio-visual 
material. The same care and attention that is paid to book selection should be 
paid to film selection, and the criteria should be similar, although the dearth of 
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film selection tools for public libraries makes the acquisition problem difficult. 
Recently The Booklist has added a film section, and set out criteria for selection 
of films under headings : Objective ; content ; subject matter ; treatment ; 
technical qualities ; and use. 


6179 Films in libraries : 3. Library film programming, Virginia Beard. 
A.L.A. Bull., 50 (4) April 1956, 215-217. Illus. 

The writer is head of the Film Bureau, Adult Education Department, Cleve- 
land. She describes the work of the department as using films creatively. A 
monthly newsletter entitled Ree! sights and Sounds is posted to 500 groups and 
organisations. It keeps the community informed through brief annotations of 
new acquisitions. Cleveland is willing to co-operate and expand facilities to 
the utmost to meet observable and expressed need. Their aim is complete co- 
ordination with all departments of the library ; not just showing films for films’ 
sake. 


6180 Films in libraries : 4. Problems and possibilities of previewing, 
Forrest Alter. A.L.A. Bull., 50 (4) April 1956, 217-220. Illus. 


Making a selection of films is more difficult than selecting books because there 
are fewer reliable guides. There are excellent reviews to be had of classroom 
films, but these are not the films principally required for libraries. The audio- 
visual librarian should see as many films as possible and the writer considers 
certain occasions for seeing films. He was present at the international film 
festival in Edinburgh in 1955, where the range was wide, but smaller festivals 
are held in America and attendance there is a rewarding experience. 


6181 Films in libraries : 5. Putting films to work, Muriel C. Javelin. 
A.L.A. Bull., 50 (4) April 1956, 220-223. 

The writer demonstrates that film programmes do lead to the reading of books, 
and surveys selected examples of library film programmes. A music club 
assumed responsibility for programming and publicity when the library presented 
Music in the Garden, seven weekly outdoor summer programmes alternating 
between recorded classical selections and a musical film. To a Science Women’s 
Club was shown Bird Migration, linked with the books and pamphlets available on 
the subject. Other programmes are described, among them one sponsored by 
the Oakland (California) Library. It was a Foreign Film Festival showing films 
in French, German, Swedish and Spanish. Members of the consulate staff 
spoke at the programmes and provided the films which were aimed to attract 
language students and nationality groups. Books and language recordings were 
exhibited at each programme. 


6182 From low estate to hi-fi, Karline Brown. Notes, 13 (3) June 1956, 
406-420. Plan, photos. 


The Films and Recordings Center of Cincinnati P.L. was established in 1947, 
and is housed in a separate building from the bookstock. The recordings 
section alone is dealt with in the article, which describes its lay-out and equipment, 
including multiple listening facilities through earphones, and discusses problems 
arising from the loan of recordings. The Center indulges in considerable 
educational and cultural activities. ; 
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6183 A promenade in the Art and Music Department of the Public 
Library of Cincinnati and Hamilton County, Alice S. Plant. Notes, 13 (3) 
June 1956, 401-405. Plan, photos. 

The Department covers about a quarter of the second floor of the new library 
building which was opened in 1955. Details are given of decoration, display 
facilities, staff service arrangements, the catalogue, shelving, reading space, and 
the music stock itself. One or two special gifts are mentioned, and a list of 
sources for equipment is appended. 


6184 Marshalling engine photographs, R. S. McNaught. Railway Mag., 
102 (657) January 1956, 28-31 ; 57-58. Photos. 

If a collection of railway photographs is to serve any useful purpose it must be 
properly assembled, and preferably indexed. The most dignified method is in 
albums with each photograph properly captioned and indexed, and each album 
devoted, say, to a particular class or kind of engine. But this is inclined to be 
excessively bulky, and the author has found it convenient to keep his collection 
in labelled boxes, or in large strong manilla envelopes, as this enables the prints 
to be easily extracted for minute inspection. Details pencilled on the back of 
each print should include the photographer’s name, the date, and any other 
details not discernible in the picture. Classification of photos may be by owner- 
ship (company, 1923 group, or 1948 Region), or by place of origin (Crewe 
Swindon, etc.), or by designer ; but all these present difficulties due to such 
things as anomalous groupings of certain lines, manufacture by outside firms, 
rebuilds and conversions. The author is considering an assembly by wheel 
notation, subdivided (in the case of bogie engines), into inside and outside 
cylinder designs, and then (if necessary) by coupled wheel diameter. If a 
division by periods seems better, he proposes the following “milestones” — 1901, 
1911 (super-heating), 1923 (grouping), 1948 (nationalisation). No method, 
however, should omit one category . . . —‘‘Oddities”. [Subsequent corres- 
pondence (March, p. 194) suggested the use of filing drawers for postcard-sized 
photographs, and described the Helmholtz collection of locomotive views in 
the Deutsches Museum at Munich]. 


6185 The provision of foreign language books in New Zealand 
libraries, D. G. Esplin. N. Z. Libs., 19 (4) June 1956, 102-106. 

The author laments the shortage of books in foreign languages, and suggests 
that both public and university libraries in New Zealand should devote more of 
their book funds to buying such books. 


6186 California State periodicals, a hidden asset, Amelia White. News 
Notes of Calif. Libs., 51 (2) April 1956, 353-358. 

These periodicals have the advantage of low cost and authenticity of informa- 
tion and good illustrations. They are probably not as well represented in libraries 
as they should be. From the reference standpoint they do not occupy a place in 
generally available indexes, and their own indexes do not cumulate. A list of 
the periodicals with notes on the range of each is given. 


6187 A punched card shelf list for discarding books, Roger J. Poulin. 
Amer. Doc., 7 (3) July 1956, 229-230. 

Suggests the possible use of a punched card shelf register for discarding 
ephemeral books according to age. 
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CATALOGUING, CLASSIFICATION, INDEXING, 
ABSTRACTING 


6188 Problems and trends in technical services, Orcena Mahoney. 
LL.A. Rec., 10 (1) July 1956, 10-12. 

Notes on the work on the 16th edition of the DC and the problems involved 
in keeping pace with knowledge ; on the revision of the cataloguing rules which 
has led to a pilot study being made of the use of catalogues in 40 libraries and 
completed in July 1956. Centralised processes have been reviewed. Some 
regional cataloguing schemes are in use for school and regional libraries with 
provision for each library to add its own headings and classification. Attempts 
have been made to draw up rules for cataloguing oriental books and a new code 
for descriptive cataloguing has appeared. Experiments in the production of a 
printed catalogue using IBM punched cards have been made on the Pacific 
coast. A new printed catalogue to replace the previous issue is sent out to each 
branch every eight weeks in King County, Wash. IBM are also used to produce 
union catalogues in the Los Angeles County P.L. These are cumulated once a 
year. Other trends noted are: the creation of “reader interest” collections ; 
the disappearance of the accession record and Cutter numbers ; and the many 
libraries which have stopped showing serial holdings in the main catalogue. 


6189 Standard for lay-out of catalogue code, S. R. Ranganathan. Ann. 
Lib. Sci., 2 (1) March 1955, 28-32. 

The first step in preparing a catalogue code should be the definition of terms. 
The code should then legislate for main, added and subject entries. The fullness 
of the code will vary according as it is international, national, regional, or local. 


6190 IFLA Working group on the co-ordination of cataloguing 
principles. Report on anonyma and corporate authorship, F. C. Francis, 
and others. Libri, 6 (3) 1956, 271-298. 

After a detailed examination of several codes of rules the report concludes 
that though most of the codes are not based on clearly defined principles and 
suffer from internal inconsistencies certain converging tendencies are apparent. 
Several codes have abandoned grammatical and other complexities of their 
treatment of anonyma and favour entry under title ; recognition has been 
granted to corporate authorship where it was previously denied ; support is 
growing for the avoidance of geographical and class headings, and for the 
adoption of the most frequently used form ofa name or title. Complete agreement 
will be impossible, however, until certain general principles have been settled, 
such as whether information obtained elsewhere than the work being catalogued 
should be used and how subsequent information on author or title should be 
dealt with. The report adds a list of recommended principles with an appendix 
of examples. 


6191 Cataloguing rules and practice : changes at University College, 
London, in anticipation of a revised code, A. E. Tooth. J. of Doc., 12 (2) 
June 1956, 88-93. 

The cataloguing changes initiated in 1955 are described as complementary to 
the improvements inaugurated by the newly adopted classification scheme 
(LSA 4407). Former practice is discussed in relation to the new rules, which 
aim to make the catalogue more helpful to readers. 
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6192 Cataloguing : some new approaches, Henry A. Sharp. Lib. World, 
57 (669) March 1956, 149-153 ; 57 (670) April 1956, 169-171 ; 57 (671) May 
1956, 191-194 ; 57 (672) June 1956, 212-216. 

Practical examination cataloguing. A consideration of the practical questions set 
at the Winter 1955 L.A. examinations with the author’s comments and criticisms. 
Technical libraries and the subject approach. The setting up of new Technical 
Colleges and their libraries suggests that a subject approach to cataloguing may 
be gradually taking the place of the author one that has been prevalent for so 
long. In the special library the subject is required more often than the location 
of a particular book and subject headings must be very specific. There is a 
demand for more detailed analytical cataloguing, especially for that material 
which has no ‘author’ in the true sense. Many possibilities lie ahead in these 
new libraries for the practice of cataloguing and indexing ; cataloguers should 
watch carefully and the official bodies concerned should quickly advise on the 
new approach required. The super cataloguer. From summaries of examination 
results it appears that the number of cataloguers capable of dealing with the 
greater part of the accessions of most ordinary public libraries is likely to meet all 
requirements. Few, however, pass on to Part 4 (c) of the Final Examination, 
where the examiners seem to have in mind those who are likely to become 
organisers and administrators of large cataloguing departments. While there 
may be no advantage in pursuing the subject to a higher level for the majority, 
there is much to commend it to those who wish to specialise. Indeed in every 
large library there should be one person at least who is recognised as an expert, 
capable of administering and exploiting its cataloguing department. The near 
future. The British and American Committees now engaged in revising the 
1949 A.L.A. Rules have both issued first statements, and the resulting joint code 
should have an effect on procedure throughout the world. Among the rules to 
be considered are those for title entry, joint and corporate authorship, pseudonyms 
and non-book material. The problem of keeping catalogues up to date should be 
a foremost future consideration and should be much alleviated by the issue of the 
B.N.B. cards. 


6193 Les collectivités-auteurs et le catalogage des publications 
officielles. [Cataloguing foreign publications]. Yvonne Ruyssen and Susan 
Honoré. Bull. bib. France., 1 (2) February 1956, 85-101. 

Hitherto the French catalogued works by corporate authors as anonymous, 
ie. under the first word of the title. This was unsatisfactory, and in 1949 when 
the Bibliothéque nationale created a Service to cover the official publications 
section of the Bibliographie de la France, it broke with tradition by separating 
corporate authors from anonymous entries. .In 1952 the Direction des biblio- 
théques de la France instituted a collective catalogue of foreign works, and in 
collaboration with the above Service drew up general instructions for choice 
of headings. These formed the basis for the Standard NFZ 44-060. This 
standard appears at a time when the question is under international discussion 
and its logical principles are winning support away from the hitherto widely 
adapted American empirical rules. A brief historical account of French and 
other solutions to the problem is given, and the application of the new rules at 
the Bibliothéque nationale described. 


6194 Transkripsjonsproblemer i forbindelse med det kyrilliske 
alfabet, specielt Russisk. [The problem of transcription of the Cyrillic 
alphabets, especially the Russian one]. Czeslaw Garbarek. UDK Bull., 2 
(1-2) 1956, 1-14. 


Since 1945 libraries of mathematical science and technics have been faced with 
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the problem of transcription because Russian periodicals which were printed in 
English, French or German before the war are now printed in Russian. Of the 
three methods of transcription : the phonetical, the phonological, and tran- 
scription, the latter seems to be the best for scientific libraries as it offers complete 
security in case of a retranscription. An account of the Russian alphabet and 
the changes that have taken place through the centuries is given and some 
recommendations for the transliteration of certain letters are made. A plea is 
made for the acceptance by all countries using the Latin alphabet of a common 
treaty, e.g. the directions prepared at the International Conference in Copenhagen 
in 1925, or the preparation of new ones. 


6195 Orientaciones clasificatorias modernas: 1. Introduccién biblio- 
grafica racional. [Modern trends in classification: 1. Bibliographical 
introduction]. José Maria Martinez. Bibliotecologia, 3 (1) September 1955, 
13-29. Bibliog. 


Trends are considered in the context of the DC, UDC, BC, and CC. The 
main trend is shown to be away from analytical classification and culminating in 
BC towards synthetic classification. So far there has been no purely synthetic 
classification ; Ranganathan has made the nearest approach in his analytico- 
synthetic CC. A section on theory is followed by individual treatment of the 
four schemes. In each case the principal authorities and recent writings are cited 
and the arguments summarized. 


6196 Notational symbols in classification. Part 2: notation as an 
ordering device, B. C. Vickery. J. of Doc., 12 (2) June 1956, 73-87. 


(See LSA 1970). Earlier papers discussed the functions of various existing 
forms of notation, making the assumption that all these functions must be 
served by the notational symbols themselves. The present paper considers the 
validity of that assumption when certain functions might be fulfilled by such 
features of the system as indentation. Colon, Bibliographic and UDC notations 
are examined, and it is concluded that some features of Colon and UDC are 
non-essential, and that brevity with simplicity should be sought. Finally, 
mathematical analyses of several bases of enumerative and faceted notations are 
made, to discover which notation, to be used solely as an ordering device, would 
lead to the briefest average symbol. 


6197 A notation for subject retrieval files, Jay E. Daily. Amer. Doc., 7 
(3) July 1956, 210-214. 


Describes a system of notation, using symbols of a standard typewriter, which 
is suggested to be sufficiently flexible for the hierarchy of classification, enumer- 
ative listings of subject headings, and multi-directional inter-relationships between 
items analyzed for subject content. The system was developed while studying 
the problem of subject analysis in Korean libraries. 


6198 Die DK als Ordnungsmittel der Industriedokumentation. [The 
U.D.C. as means of arrangement in industrial documentation]. E. Cuche. 
DFW, 4 (9-10) August 1956, 142-143. [Continuation from part 7-8]. 

Being universal, multi-dimensional, and the medium of international co- 
operation are its advantages. These are enhanced by attempts to fit the scheme 
for mechanical selection. Small and large letters have been used to heighten 
hospitality, as well as the star of the Bigourd astronomical system. 
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6199 Uber die Verwendbarkeit der Anhangezahlen des Ortes in der 
DK. [About the utility of the auxiliary numbers of place in the U.D.C.]. 
Helmut Arnhold. Dokumentation, 3 (3) May 1956, 59-63. 

Specific physical features, such as watercourses, islands, and mountains, are 
not satisfactorily designated by administrative units. Linked to the classification, 
a decimalised grid system can pinpoint digits and selection then becomes 
mechanical. The recently introduced brackets — star, (*), can be utilised to 
specify a systematic arrangement of the earth’s surface. 


6200 Melvil Dewey on change in D.C., Melvil Dewey. Lib. J., 81 (11) 
June 1, 1956, 1363-1364. Port. 

A foreword by Verner W. Clapp explains that the problem of change in the 
D.C. dogged Dewey all his life. Two of Dewey’s memoranda on the subject 
then follow. These were written in 1931 the last year of Dewey’s life. In these 
Dewey claims that his scheme is a practical one rather than a philosophical one, 
and that any attempt at a change will act to the detriment of 90% of the users who 
could not face the frightful task of changing numbers. In any case it is impossible 
to meet all plausible criticisms. New subjects should be attached to the most 
closely allied. These memoranda are produced in Dewey’s phonetic spelling. 


6201 Progress towards the 16th edition of Dewey, Verner W. Clapp. 
Lib. Assn. Rec., 58 (6) June 1956, 207-215. Bibliog. 

The position regarding the projected 16th edition of the Dewey Classification 
is examined in the light of the development of editorial policy, particularly since 
the 14th edition. The 16th edition will follow closely the line established through 
the first 14 editions, will cater for “libraries of whatever size’’, and will ensure 
that relocations as between the 14th and 15th shall not exceed 500. The author 
writes as Chairman of the Decimal Classification Editorial Policy Committee. 


6202 Expansion of D.C. numbers for Indian subjects, Subodh 
Mukherjee. J. Ind. Lib. Assn., 1 (3) April 1956, 64-67. 

Dewey is the most commonly used system in India and a modification of D.C. 
numbers for Indian topics is needed. The topics which require further sub- 
division are listed and, as an example, a suggested expansion of 181.4 (Ancient 
Indian philosophy) is given. 


6203 Depth classification (17) Efficiency table, S. R. Ranganathan. 
Ann. Lib. Sci., 3 (1) March 1956, 1-8. 

An efficiency table shows the extent to which the potentialities of the notation 
of a classification are actually used. This is demonstrated by a study of the Colon 
Classification. For example, there are now Main Class symbols in which the 
first significant digit is a small letter, a numerical (1 to 8), a capital letter or a 
bracket, but other possible symbols — beginning with 9 followed by numbers 
or letters — are not yet used. Such unused notation may stimulate work in the 
idea plane. 


6204 Depth classification (18) Propagation in agriculture, D. B. Krishna 
Rao. Ann. Lib. Sci., 3 (1) March 1956, 9-10. 


Discusses the position of Propagation in Colon class J Agriculture. 
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6205 A detailed subject classification for cardiovascular reprint 
libraries based on the Standard Nomenclature of Diseases, Eugene 
Lepeschkin. Bull. Med. Lib. Assn., 44 (3) July 1956, 306-317. 


A description of the system used for classifying, filing and indexing 10,000 
reprints at the University of Vermont College of Medicine. 


6206 A bibliographical classification of cerebral palsy, S. J. Teague. 
Lib. World, 57 (669) March 1956. 153-154. 


Since the foundation of the Chelsea Centre for Spastic Children in 1955 its 
library has played an integral part in its work. The classification scheme needed 
to be both simple and expansive, and after consideration of existing schedules a 
special scheme was evolved. There are 17 main classes, A-Z., which are further 
subdivided by letters. Arabic numbers are used for subdivision of diseases and 
can be expanded further by the addition of more numbers. The scheme has a 
relative index and is used with a classified catalogue. 


6207 Classification in law libraries, Carleton W. Kenyon. Law Lib. J., 49 
(3) August 1956, 250-255. 

There is a basic difference between the classification of law itself and of law 
materials. The best of the published library classifications is the Benyon scheme, 
based on a predominant geographical arrangement, and following LC style in 
notation. In 1951 the Los Angeles County Law Library adopted this scheme 
with revisions : Library of Congress JX is used for international law, K for 
general and comparative law, and the other sub-classes (KA, etc.) for juris- 
dictional units. Relevant non-legal materials can be contained in the scheme. 
Not all materials have been classed yet ; further development and revision will 
be necessary, but on the whole the scheme has proved thoroughly successful. 


6208 The subject-approach in the university library, T. MacCallum 
Walker. Libri, 6 (3) 1956, 255-270. 

Many university librarians (unlike their public library colleagues) have assumed 
that the author catalogue is a sufficient guide to their stock. While it is an 
essential it is only a minimum essential and there is need for a subject approach. 
A classification scheme by itself, however, is not enough ; what is required is 
a subject-index to the books actually on the shelves. The author demonstrates 
in detail the chain-indexing method of subject-indexing and maintains that a 
sound and efficient index can be prepared by (i) provision and selection of the 
basic entries on the chain procedure method, (ii) reversal of subject factors and 
inversion of most adjectival entries, (iii) arrangement of the entries as a relative 
index. This method can be applied to stock arranged in any sort of subject 
order. The physical form suggested is a quarto-sized binder in which can be 
filed strips taking one line of type-print and adjustable for the insertion of new 
entries. 


6209 Filing flags, Harry Dewey. Wilson Lib. Bull., 30 (10) June 1956, 
770-771. Illus. 


Catalogue card filing routines are changing with the use of filing flags. The 
old routine was for the file clerk to file the cards on the rods. The reviser 
followed and dropped the cards below the rods if filed correctly. Filing flags 
are coloured cards with the upper left corner cut off to reveal call number and 
author and the right half of the card projecting about three sixteenths of an inch 
above the level of the catalogue cards. The flag is placed in front of each card 


58 





print 
igene 


0,000 


ague, 


95 its 
-eded 
ales a 
rther 
s and 
has a 


., 49 


f law 
eme, 
le in 
heme 
< for 
juris- 
leme, 
. will 
ul. 


lum 


imed 
is an 
oach. 
ed is 
trates 
hat a 
f the 
s and 
lative 
ibject 
in be 
new 


1956, 


The 
“viser 
flags 
r and 
inch 
card 





filed, the card itself being dropped below the rod on filing. The flag has a slot 
instead of a hole at the bottom for easy insertion and removal. Revision can 
then be done at any time after filing as the cards are locked in position. 


6210 Techniques for a subject-index of 18th century journals, Powell 
Stewart and W. O. S. Sutherland, Jr. Lib. Chron. Univ. Texas, 5 (4) Spring 
1956, 6-15. 


A committee was appointed in 1953 to investigate ways and means of compiling 
a subject index of all British newspapers and periodicals published during the 
17th and 18th centuries. IBM punched cards were favoured, a code being 
found to be unnecessary. Three phases in the preparation of the index are 
described, with examples of entries. It is hoped that proceeds from sale of the 
pilot volume will finance an index of a ten-year period (e.g., 1700-1709). 


6211 An application of the direct entry principle in indexing, Oliver 
T. Field. Amer. Doc., 7 (3) July 1956, 225-228. 

By direct entry principle the author means the dictionary cataloguing principle 
of entry under specific terms familiar to the reader. The Air University Periodical 
Index, which commenced in 1949 and now covers 60 periodicals, is described, 
and it is stated that the experiment of using the direct entry principle in indexing 
has worked. 


6212 Language and indexes, Charles L. Bernier. Amer. Doc., 7 (3) July 
1956, 222-224. References. 

The author is a Chemical Abstracts abstractor, and his paper discusses the choice 
of indexing terms and the problem of chemical nomenclature in relation to the 
provision of selective reading amid the rapidly increasing growth of chemical 
literature. 


6213 The history of the Index to Legal Periodicals. Forrest $. Drummond. 
Law Lib. J., 49 (2) May 1956, 148-156. 

A committee on an index to legal periodicals was set up at the very first 
meeting of the American Association of Law Libraries in 1906. As a result, a 
quarterly journal containing such an index — the Law Lib. J. itself — was started 
in 1908. After several years of financial difficulty, the Index was self-supporting 
by 1924, thanks largely to the business management of the H. W. Wilson Co., 
though further difficulties were encountered later. 3-year cumulations were 
started with the 1926-28 vol. ; a plan for a cumulation of the first 18 vols. has 
never been realised. In 1936 the Index was separated from the Law Lib. J. ; its 
frequency was increased to 6 issues a year in 1937, and from 1940 to 1947 12 
issues a year were published. The coverage has been greatly expanded over 
the years, but foreign periodicals are still not covered. 


6214 Variation in content of abstracts according to use, Michael 
Fleischer and Marjorie Hooker. J. Chem. Educ., 33 January 1956, 27-32. 


Considers how the content of an abstract should vary with the scope and 
character of the abstract journal and be influenced by the training, experience, 
occupations, and interests of its users. In particular, the single-field abstract 
journal is contrasted with a multi-field journal or publication such as the Arctic 
Bibliography that covers all fields of science. Examples of differing abstracts of 
the same article that have appeared in different abstract journals are given. 
(Taken from Amer. Doc., 7 (3) July 1956). 


Cy, 








6215 The Chemical Abstracts service and its plans, E. J. Crane. Aslib. Proc., 
8 (1) February 1956, 38-50. 

A description by its Editor of the Chemical Abstracts service and of the associated 
problems at present being investigated. 


6216 A Russian abstracting service in the field of sciences : Referativnyt 
Zhurnal, Elizabeth Beyerly. Aslib Proc., 8 (2) May 1956, 135-140. 


A direct result of the Soviet Institute of Scientific Information’s aim to keep 
their scientists informed about scientific progress throughout the world has been 
the publication of an extensive abstracting journal (Referativnyt Zhurnal). This 
covers in 8 main sections (1) chemistry, (2) biology, (3) physics, (4) astronomy, 
(5) geology and geography, (6) mathematics, (7) mechanics, (8) biological 
chemistry. Selection is directed to material of an applied rather than a theoretic 
nature. The abstracts, which are made from 34 languages, predominantly 
European, are long, scholarly and signed and most of them appear within 6-12 
months after publication of the original. Among criticisms made of the Zhurnal 
are inconsistency in use of terminology and some lack of objectivity in the actual 
abstracting. 


6217 The Danish standard for abbreviation of titles of periodicals : 
DS 909, A. G. Drachmann. Libri, 6 (3) 1956, 247-254. 


The author objects to two of the rules passed by the International Standardiza- 
tion Association in 1939, that no difference should be made between singular and 
plural, and that two correctly abbreviated titles which are identical should be 
distinguished by place of publication. The first makes it impossible to recon- 
struct the true title from the abbreviation, and the’ second, taken with the rule 
which forbids the addition of conjunctions and prepositions, is clumsy and 
ineffective. Thesé rules arose because the compilers were bibliographers and 
not librarians and had not sufficiently considered the needs of the ordinary reader 
and writer. In 1948 at an ISO meeting recommendations that these rules should 
be removed were made and in 1953 the Danish sub-committee brought out the 
Danish Standard for Abbreviation of Titles of Periodicals which incorporates 
the desired changes. 


DOCUMENTATION : General 


6218 The place of documentation to-day, A. King. Rev. of Doc., 23 (1) 
March 1956, 1-3. 

The changes which have taken place in world social, economic and industrial 
affairs since before the war have resulted in the enhanced importance of documen- 
tation. Changes in technique and of attitude are required to deal with the vast 
increase in the total accumulation of intellectual material. All aspects of docu- 
mentation may require radical reform and there exist new possibilities which 
promise increasingly to contribute to the solution of parts of the problem. This 
is a truly international problem as uniformity of method is important and one 
can envisage the International Federation for Documentation as a federation, not 
only of national documentation centres, but of the information activities of the 
different disciples of learning. 
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6219 Documentation in many lands. 2. Evolution, S. R. Ranganathan. 
Ann. Lib. Sci., 2 (4) December 1955, 117-122. 


Analyses five different kinds of library service : provision of light reading, 
ready reference, enlightening reading, advanced study, and documentation. 
Discusses the extent to which public, academic and business libraries provide 
these services, and various types of bibliography needed. 


6220 Documentation in many lands. 4. Document: conventional 
and non-conventional, S. R. Ranganathan. Ann. Lib. Sci., 3 (1) March 
1956, 22-32. 

The author has previously defined a document as “a record of work on paper 
or other material, fit for physical handling, transport across space and preservation 
through time”. He regards books, pamphlets and articles as “conventional’’ 
documents. He now recognises three kinds of “non-conventional” document : 
(i) Micro-reproductions of conventional documents ; (ii) audio, visual, and 
audio-visual documents — ‘“‘speaking books’’, illustrations of all kinds, cine- 
matograph films ; (iii) instrument records, i.e. an audio-visual record made 
during an experiment. To include the last as documents, the author amends his 
definition to read, “‘a record — made on a more or less flat surface, or on a 
surface admitting of being spread flat when required, made of paper or other 
material, fit for easy handling, transport across space and preservation through 
time — of thought expressed in language or symbols or in any other mode, 
and/or of natural or social phenomena made directly by instrument...” This 
definition would exclude radio (not recorded) and statues (not flat). On the 
border line are such things as sample-books. Ranganathan goes on to consider 
problems in cataloguing, classification and circulation of non-conventional 
documents. 


6221 Conference on practical utilization of recorded knowledge, 
Western Reserve University, Cleveland, Ohio, January 16-18, 1956, 
David W. Foley. Ontario Lib. Rev., 40 (2) May 1956, 102-105. 


This conference, offered by the Western Reserve School of Library Science 
Center for Documentation and Communication Research, and sponsored by 
several bodies, was attended by 600 representatives from various interested 
professions, including industry, business, education, government and law, as 
well as librarianship. Brief summaries of papers and discussions are given ; 
they deal with the theory and practice of documentation, from both general and 
special viewpoints. 


6222 Methoden der Aufbereitung des Inhalts von Dokumenten. 
[Methods of presenting the contents of material]. Josef Koblitz. Dokumentation, 
3(4) August 1956, 71-78. Diagrs., bibliog. 

The success of documentation depends on its extent and quality. Extent is 
determined by the origin of the material, its quality, and subject limitations. 
Quality must be maintained by sufficient subject value and its economic utiliza- 
tion, as well as the currency of the material. Descriptive, informative, and analy- 
tical annotations are employed to record contents and uniformity would be 
desirable. The common use of agreed editorial methods and consistency in the 
designation of publications devoted to documentation, together with uniformity 
in the application of terminology, would make for greater efficiency. 
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6223 Normalisatie (slot). [Standardization (final article)]. A. Claes. Biblio- 
theekgids, 32 (2) March-April 1956, 17-25. 

(See LSA 5891). The series of articles is concluded with some information 
on the International Standardization Organization, a list of abbreviations and 64 
references. 


6224 D.S.I.R. and technical information, D. J. Urquhart. Aslib. Proc., 8 
(2) May 1956, 97-109. 

D.S.LR.’s principal concern is to get information in a suitable form direct to 
the user and its co-ordinating work in connection with the Research Associations 
and D.S.I.R.’s publications generally is directed to that end. Current examples 
of the Department’s work are its investigations into the supply and availability 
in Great Britain of Russian technical literature, and into the reading habits of 
industrial managers and technicians which, it hopes, may provide guidance on the 
future presentation of research results. Another survey, being carried out in 
conjunction with certain European countries and the U.S.A., aims to discover 
what organisation there is among small and medium-sized firms to receive and 
use information. In an Appendix is given the names and addresses of D.S.LR. 
Headquarters and each of the Government’s Research Stations with a summary 
of their publications and information services. 


6225 A miiszaki dokumentacio problemai es feladatai Magyarszagon 
[The problems and tasks of technical documentation in Hungary]. Lajos 
Janszky. Magyar Konyvszemle, 72 (2) April-June 1956, 101-110. 

Documentation did not receive general attention until 1938 and it was 1947 
before the Hungarian Technical Documentation Centre was founded. In 1952 
the centre merged with the Technological Library to become the National 
Technical Library. Services include the publication of abstract bulletins covering 
industry and science, including Hungarian Technical Abstracts published in English, 
Russian and German ; bibliographical research, a card system service, micro- 
films, photostats and translation. In order to cover patents, catalogues, etc., 
documentation work in research institutes and large factories must be co- 
ordinated and the documentation centre improved. 


6226 Insdoc, Dr. Sheel. Malayan Lib. Group Newsl., 1 (4) April 1956, 70-72. 

The Indian National Scientific Documentation Centre was set up in 1952 
by the government of India, with the technical assistance of Unesco, to help 
Indian scientists keep in touch with other scientists. The three services offered 
are: the compilation of bibliographies ; translations of scientific documents 
by a panel of 60 translators in universities and government departments ; and 
the procurement of documents or photocopies from places within India and 
abroad. In India procurement is hampered by the reluctance of libraries to 
loan materials, by the slowness of transport, and by the high cost of postage. 
Since June 1954, Insdoc has published a classified list of current scientific literature. 
It also publishes, on behalf of Unesco, a bibliography of scientific publications 
of South Asia, which it is hoped to expand to cover South East Asia. 


6227 El Boletin Bibliografico del Centro de Documentacién Cientifica 
y Téchnica de México. [The Bibliographical bulletin of the Scientific and 
Technical Documentation Centre of Mexico]. Fernando Priego. Bol. Asoc. 
Cubana, 8 (2) June 1956, 50-53. 

The Centre is the first of its kind in Latin America and was founded in 1950 
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by the Mexican Government in collaboration with Unesco. The Bulletin is 
in 10 sections : astronomy and geophysics, physics, pure and applied chemistry, 
geology, biology, medicine, agriculture, and food industries. 2,000 periodicals 
are abstracted each month. Abstracts are indicative and those from Latin 
American periodicals are translated into English. Full bibliographical details 
are given ; the World List of Scientific Periodicals is followed as regards abbrevia- 
tions of the names of periodicals abstracted. Each item is numbered and the 
arrangement is alphabetical by author’s name within the ten sections and three 
hundred sub-sections. 


6228 Armed Services Technical Information Agency, William A. 
Barden. Amer. Doc., 7 (3) July 1956, 188-200. Diagrs. 

ASTIA is an agency of the Air Research and Development Command, United 
States Air Force, and provides a service to the Department of Defense and its 
contractors which is beneficial to the Governmentin the savings of time and 
money. One of the greatest problems lies in the basic philosophy of the 
organisation. Security interests direct minimum dissemination of classified 
information. Scientific interests direct widest possible dissemination of all 
available information. ASTIA’s purpose is gathering, storing and distributing 
data. Details of the procedures involved are given, including a description of the 
Field-of-Interest Register. 


6229 Kunsthistorische Documentatie. [Documentation in the field of 
art history]. H. Gerson. Bibliotheekleven, 41 (6) June 1956, 145-147. 


A short description of an iconographic collection in the field of art history, 
which is arranged systematically. In the same Institute are compiled: The 
Iconographic Index on Dutch and Flemish Painting and Bibliography of the Netherlands 
Institute for Art History. 


6230 The documentation of applied chemistry. J. of Doc., 12 (2) June 
1956, 94-113. 

The First International Congress on Documentation of Applied Chemistry was 
held in London in November 1955. Three Soviet delegates brought a large 
display of Soviet scientific literature, and much new information on publishing 
and scientific documentation in the Soviet Union. Institute of Scientific 
Information of the Academy of Sciences of the USSR, D. Yu. Panov. 
(94-100). Established in 1952 and on the State Budget, the Institute publishes 
8 abstracts journals on Mathematics, Mechanics, Astronomy and Geodesy, 
Physics, Chemistry, Biochemistry, Biology, Geology and Geography. Three 
more are projected for Mechanical Engineering, Electrical Engineering, and 
Metallurgy. Illustrations and other features are included. About 9,000 foreign 
and 1,000 Soviet publications are reviewed. Other work includes the prepara- 
tion of bi-lingual dictionaries. In conclusion, it is suggested that international 
co-operation could effect the solution of many documentation problems. 
Referativny Zhurnal Khimiya (Abstracts Journal “Chemistry”) of the 
Academy of Sciences of the USSR, V. V. Serpinsky. (100-106). Publication 
commenced in 1953, as part of the uniform plan described by Professor Panov, 
allowing economical and more complete utilization of the periodicals reviewed 
by the Institute. Of the 9,000 periodicals at present examined, over 5,000 
include important articles on chemistry. In 1956 it is intended to publish about 
120,000 abstracts in the journal. Publication time is now 10-12 months, but 
the aim in 1956 is 6-7 months. The journal employs more detailed subdivision 
of sections than Chemisches Zentralblatt or Chemical Abstracts, and cross-reference 
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is made to related abstracts in other sections. The following indexes are planned ; 
author and patent to each issue ; annual author, patent, formula, and subject 
indexes, and an annual systematic index of organic reactions which uses a new 
coding system. Publication of literature on applied chemistry in the 
Soviet Union, N. M. Zhavoronkov. (106-113). The work of the State 
Publishing Houses is described, with examples of the books and periodicals 
published in the fields of chemistry and chemical technology. 


6231 Ein Dokumentationsdienst Hydrogeologie. [Documentation service 
Hydrogeology]. Dokumentation, 3 (3) May 1956, 66. 

- A monthly series, issued by the State Geological Commission, started in May 
and will contain about 50 titles. 


6232 Report on the practical utilization of its recorded knowledge 
by the legal profession, J. Raymond Dyer. Amer. Doc., 7 (3) July 1956, 
201-209. 

A report for the consideration of two St. Louis legal associations. The 
evolution of our society has been accompanied by an increase in the complexity 
of our statute law, and an unmanageable increase in case law due to the precedence 
system of our jurisprudence. Problems of the retrieval of information are 
described, and the need for their investigation emphasized. 


6233 Documentation of medical literature, — Magnanand. Ind. Lib., 10 
(4) March 1956, 164-170. 

In the 17th century there were about ten periodicals devoted to medicine ; 
in the 18th century no less than 436 medical periodicals emerged ; in 1953 
Unesco recorded 3,908 periodicals mainly concerned with medicine while 
about 2,000 more include articles on aspects of medicine. Indexes and abstracting 
services endeavour to make the enormous quantity of material published more 
manageable. Before the Second World War, Germany provided a good 
abstracting service. Soon after the war the British Medical Association began to 
publish Abstracts of world medicine, and in the Netherlands, Excerpta Medica 
appeared. In India, Insdoc had started to document scientific literature but so 
far there has been no special attention paid to the needs of medicine. An outline 
is given for establishing a medical documentation council and of the work which 
it should undertake. 


6234 The improvement of social science documentation. Unesco Chron., 
(5) November 1955, 29-34. 
Describes the activities and publications of Unesco that are contributing to 
, improvements in social science documentation. The International Committee 
for Social Science Documentation, established in 1950, is composed of nine 
experts of different nationalities. It keeps in touch with international meetings, 
co-ordinates documentary work in progress, helps to get it published and dis- 
tributed, decides which of the projects submitted to it should be given priority 
and establishes and defines the standards it thinks desirable to apply in social 
science documentation. The International Social Science Bulletin, established in 
1949, serves as a link between Unesco and the international scientific organisa- 
tions. (Taken from Amer. Doc., 7 (3) July 1956). 
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6235 Der Ubersetzungsnachweis der Zentralstelle fiir wissenschaft- 
liche Literatur. [The translations register of the Central office for scientific 
literature]. Reiner Zekalle. Dokumentation, 3 (4) August 1956, 81-90. Diagrs., 
bibliog. 

With the collaboration of 332 institutions, 80,562 titles, which include 60% 
unpublished translations, have now been recorded. There is an alphabetical 
and a subject catalogue, but the latter, to avoid congestion, contains only entries 
which have not been incorporated in subject bibliographies of translations. 
These appear irregularly, but special lists are compiled on request. 12,833 
deposited titles are available for loan but enquiries for locations of not-deposited 
works are dealt with within 5 days. A new register of translators has as members 
770 scientists and technicians. 52,017 enquiries in 1954 elicited 19,947 translations. 
If only 10% of these made further translations unnecessary, at about 100 DM per 
title, a saving of 200,000 DM has been achieved. 


DOCUMENTARY REPRODUCTION 


6236 Microcopying material in libraries and archives. Unesco Bull., 
10, February-March 1956, 39-40. 


Unesco has conducted an inquiry among its member states and international 
organisations concerning means of facilitating and regulating the reproduction 
on microfilm of texts and documents in libraries and archives. The various 
proposals for facilitating the provision of microcopies are listed for the purpose 
of discussion, not as Unesco proposals. (Taken from Amer. Doc., 7 (3) July 
1956). 


6237 Urheberrecht und Photoduplikate. [Copyright and photoduplica- 
tion]. F. Donker Duyvis. Rev. of Doc., 23 (1) 1956, 4-8. 


The recent decision of the Supreme Court of Justice of the German Federal 
Republic concerning the right of photocopying publications in periodicals 
without the permission of the copyright owners is discussed. Legally the decision 
is justified. A modification of the law in Germany or elsewhere tending to 
expropriate the copyright of authors or publishers does not seem right or just. 
The present economic organisation of publishing scientific work is not efficient 
and could be improved by differentiating subscription prices and by fixing the 
rates in such a way that the losses caused by photocopying to legal owners of 
copyright are compensated. Methods of reprinting and sales management of 
back numbers could be improved. The cultural damage caused by the pro- 
hibition of photocopying, hampering the free flow of information by com- 
plicated transactions, might be avoided by voluntary mutual agreements between 
publishers and intellectual workers, without affecting the existing rights of 
copyright owners. (Cf. LSA 6274-75). 


6238 Documentation and microfilm copying, Atherton Seidell. Amer. 
Doc., 7 (3) July 1956, 231-232. 

The difficulties of obtaining microfilm copies of rare material are briefly 
described, and two plans are suggested : the establishment of a central photo- 
copying agency for such material, and the extension of lending services by the 
use of microfilm copying. 
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6239 The literature of microreproduction, 1950-1955, Lester K. Born, 
Amer. Doc., 7 (3) July 1956, 167-187. 

A review of the material which has appeared since the publication in 1950 of 
the Library of Congress bibliography on the subject. Selection of the 264 
references appended was based on the systematic examination of 18 periodicals 
and 1 cumulative bibliography. 


6240 J. B. Dancer, Manchester optician and father of microphoto- 
graphy, L. L. Ardern. Manch. Rev., 7, Spring 1956, 339-342. 

John Benjamin Dancer, 1812-1887, made his first micro-photograph in 1839, 
reducing a bill 20 inches long to 4 of an inch. He improved his technique 
after the introduction of the collodion process, and from 1852 did a good business 
with microphotographs, including views, textual matter and portraits. In 
1859 he showed a microphotograph of two pages of a book reduced to 1/1600 
part of a superficial inch. Dancer also invented the twin lens stereoscopic 
camera, and other optical devices. 


DOCUMENTATION : Mechanical aids 


6241 Zatocoding and developments in information retrieval, Calvin 
N. Mooers. Aslib. Proc., 8 (1) February 1956, 3-22. 


Zatocoding is a punched card machine retrieval system designed for, and 
whose cost is only justified by, use such as with relatively small collections of 
highly specialised reports. Cards are punched along either their bottom or their 
top and bottom edges with random patterns, which takes advantage of the 
flexibility of machine systems where the use of traditional, rigid classifications 
would be unsuitable. At the outset the subject field in each instance is carefully 
combed for a basic dictionary of ‘descriptors’, broad subject headings carefully 
chosen for their particular relevance to the users’ requirements in that field. 
Definitions of the descriptors are amplified by ‘scope notes’ for guidance when 
coding documents, and the complete schedule of descriptors is arranged in broad 
groups of similar terms. Retrieval, not exact classification, of the documents is 
the object. Documents are first analysed for subject content appealing to the 
user, then coded by selecting appropriate descriptors. Accurate translation 
into punching patterns is ensured by aligning the Zatocard with a codebook. 
All the cards must be scanned ina search. Mechanical vibration in a box con- 
taining selector rods placed to correspond with the pattern of punches of required 
cards causes these cards to drop below the rest of the pack. 


ARCHIVES 


6242 Exhibition of specimens of documents deposited in county 
repositories by the Records Preservation Section of the British Records 
Association. Archives, 2 (15) Lady Day 1956, 407-437. 

Catalogue of an exhibition at Grocers’ Hall on 13th December 1955, with an 
introduction by Sir Hilary Jenkinson. The exhibits, chronologically arranged, 
ranged in date from c. 1150 to c. 1878. 


6243 The historian and local record repositories, Francis W. Steer. 
Archives, 2 (15) Lady Day 1956, 382-386. 

Stresses the need for subject indexes and annotation of catalogues ; favours a 
fuller handlist rather than an interim summary one, and advocates the provision 
of microfilm copies of records which supplement the records of the repository, 
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as well as works of reference readily arranged. The author asks that the historian 
should not impose on the archivist’s good nature, that students should be 
adequately prepared for research work, and that both should offer copies of their 
finished studies. The discussion is reported on pp. 402-404. 


6244 Huguenot records, S. Minet. Genealogists’ Mag., 12 (5) March 1956, 
149-154 ; 12 (6) June 1956, 185-188. 

There are three libraries solely devoted to the archives of the Huguenots : 
(i) the Dutch Church of Austin Friars, founded 1550, whose manuscripts are now 
in the Guildhall Library ; (ii) L’Eglise de Londres, founded 1550, or Thread- 
needle Street Church ; (iii) the Joint library of the French Hospital de la 
Providence and the Huguenot Society. The latter possesses an outstanding 
collection of French books on Huguenot history. Other libraries containing 
Huguenot archives are: the Bodleian, Cambridge University Library, the 
Guildhall Library, Lambeth Palace, and Dr. Williams’ Library. The archives 
are roughly divided into four classes: ecclesiastical, charitable, civil, and 
genealogical. Examples of each type are described, together with some notes 
on Huguenot names and surnames. 


6245 The archives of motoring, John Shearman. Archives, 2 (15) Lady 
Day 1956, 369-381. 

A brief history of three periods in the development of motoring from 1820 to 
1914 introduces a discussion of the sources of motoring history and of some gaps 
in it. The sources are largely secondary, but patents, Select Committee reports 
and, later, archives of the older manufacturing companies are the most important 
primary sources. Early accounts of motors and motoring in books and technical 
journals are also important. Some lines of further research, in private corres- 
pondence and diaries, business records, turnpike records, local papers and 
directories, are suggested. 


6246 El archivo grafico y sonoro documental. [Picture and sound 
archives]. Lorenzo Rodriguez-Castellano. Dir. gen. Bol., 5 (37) April-May 
1956, 8-10. 

The 20th century has brought new classes of record to be preserved, those in 
picture and in sound, including records of historical, folkloric, linguistic and 
literary interest. Photographs, gramophone records, films, will all help future 
generations to a knowledge of our times. 


6247 The Illinois Records Management Survey : a new concept in 
records management, Thornton W. Mitchell. Illinois Libs., 38 (6) June 
1956, 139-142. 

A brief history of records control in the U.S.A. beginning with the establish- 
ment of the National Archives in 1935 and leading up to the Illinois Records 
Management Survey which in 1955 began a survey of records of the State of 
Illinois designed to devise efficient and economical methods of creating, managing, 
keeping and disposing of such records. 


6248 Arquitectura y funcionalidad de un edificio de archivos. 
[Design and function of an archive building]. Dir. gen. Bol., 5 (37) April-May 
1956, 5-7. 

An archive building must consist of two parts of differing character to fulfil 
its two different purposes : (i) storage room for documents, (ii) work rooms 
and offices, with easy communication between the two. The storage rooms 
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must preserve the stock from damage by fire, damp, excess of heat and light, dust 
and insects, and must at the same time be adapted for quick and easy service, 
Work rooms and offices should be so arranged that public rooms, including 
reading rooms, exhibition and lecture rooms, and lavatories, are of easy access, 
with initial supervision near the entrance. The administrative offices will need 
no special installations, but on the technical side provision must be made for the 
different departments and for an archivists’ library, with rooms for the reception 
of documents, for repair work, photography, binding, central heating, etc. 


6249 Strong-room climate, H. F. Tottle. Archives, 2 (15) Lady Day 1956, 
387-397. 

Discusses the characteristics of record materials, and how they are affected by 
moisture and temperature fluctuations, dirt and mildew. Recommendations 
are given for the design of a strong-room and of shelving, and for instruments 
and equipment to be used in preserving equable conditions, without the in- 
stallation of air conditioning machinery. The discussion is reported on pp. 399-402, 


6250 The protection of archives against damage and theft, Robert H. 
Land. Illinois Libs., 37 (10) December 1955, 305-306. 


Suggestions to prevent the theft of archives from collections are enumerated 
and other points are addressed to curators on the dangers which archives encounter 
in institutions. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 


6251 Les étapes de la bibliographie. [The history of bibliography]. 
L. -N. Malclés. Bull. bib. France., 1(5) May 1956, 331-353. 


In the 16th and 17th centuries bibliography took the form of biographical 
notices and analyses of content rather than technical descriptions of books. Not 
until the scientific 18th century — the age of the dictionary and the encyclopedia 
— does the book itself really become of interest. At this time cataloguing and 
classification develop. The French Revolution caused transfers of property to 
the state and sales of private libraries, and bibliography became the science of the 
book, attracting amateurs. Universal selective bibliographies, national biblio- 
graphies, even bibliographies of contemporary publications resulted. During 
the artisan period (1810-1914) the great increase in printing gave further im- 
portance to bibliography. From 1914 onwards private organisations tended to 
set up specialist centres of documentation, publishing their own journals ; today 
U.N.O. produces current bibliographies. The 20th century sees the flourishing 
of national bibliographies. 


6252 El Instituto de Patologia del Libro, A.G.D. Bol. Asoc. Cubana, 8 (1) 
March 1956, 13-15. Photo. 

This Institute at 72 de la calle Milano, Rome, was opened in 1938 in order to 
study the problems of paper, its protection and preservation. There are five 
departments : bibliography, biology, chemistry, physics, and technology. A 
brief description of the work of each is given. 


6253 On the preservation of old leather bindings, I. Belaya. Bibliotekar’ 
(USSR), (2) February 1956, 42-43. 

Leather consists of albumenised collagen and is used in the form of parchment 
and skins ; it is tanned with red oak, and obtained from goat, sheep, calf and 
other horned animals ; on ancient books red Russian leather is used. Leather 
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should be rubbed with unguents to give a water-stable layer and to preserve it 
from cracking and shaling ; the aim is to replace what has been absorbed by dust 
or oxidised. For the no. 1 unguent of the Lenin library, 30 gr. of beeswax is 
melted in a dry porcelain cup on a waterbath, 100 gr. of the best bone fat of 
hoofed animals is gradually stirred in with a glass or china rod; .15 gr. of 
paraoxydiphenylamine is added to prevent oxidation, the mixture is taken from 
the waterbath, and, while it is cooling, 5.2 gr. of thymol dissolved in alcohol is 
carefully stirred in as an antiseptic ; then the unguent is carefully pounded in a 
porcelain mortar. With this, leather becomes non-greasy to the touch ; after 
two applications, first of pure fat and then of the unguent, the dried-up leather 
of old bindings (1.39% fat content) is restored to normal condition (11.5% fat 
content) ; for ordinary leather a single application of the unguent is sufficient. 


6254 Una Nuova Rivista dell’ Ex-Libris. [A new periodical devoted to 
bookplates]. Giannetto Avanzi. Bibliofilia, 57 (3) 1955, 256. 

The Society known as A.D.E.L. (Amici dell’Ex-Libris) is publishing Ex-Libris, 
Notiziario dell’ A.D.E.L., the first number of which is dated July-August 1955. 
It will cover all aspects of the subject. The editorial address is Forli, Viale 
Liberta, n. 23. 


BIBLIOGRAPHIES : General Services and National Bibliographies 


6255 Current national bibliographies. Washington, Library of Congress, 
1955. 


An annotated list of 248 current national bibliographies being published in 67 
countries in 1954, Items are arranged in four groups for each country : general 
(books and other types of material) ; indexes to periodical articles ; government 
documents ; directories of periodicals and newspapers. Includes an index of 
titles and a directory of publishers. (Taken from Amer. Doc., 7 (3) July 1956). 


6256 Bibliographical activity in India — its problems and possibilities, 
Benoy Sen Gupta. J. Ind. Lib. Assn., 1 (3) April 1956, 38-52. 


The crying need is organised bibliographical services, in particular a complete 
and exhaustive bibliography on all aspects of Indian culture. There is a detailed 
account of the sources, primary and secondary, retrospective and current, at 
present available. The problems facing the Indian bibliographer are consider- 
able, e.g. standard description of books, consistent rules for Indic names, arrange- 
ment of bibliographies and classification scheme to be used. The Ministry of 
Education should institute by legislation a national bibliographical body. 


6257 Progetto di Rinnovamento del Bollettino delle Pubblicazioni Italiane. 
[Proposed innovations in the Bulletin of Italian Publications]. Giannetto Avanzi. 
Bibliofilia, 57 (3) 1955, 246. 

The report of Irma Marolle Tondi, Director of the National Library at 
Florence, to the International Library Congress at Brussels (11-18 Sept. 1955) 
under the title Le développement de la bibliographie italienne, gives details of plans 
to increase in 1956 the scope of the monthly bulletin published by her library. 
This is the official bibliography of books printed in Italy. Innovations will 
include : (i) listing certain items, e.g. abstracts, at present excluded, (ii) revision 
of rules for the choice of headings, (iii) inclusion of analyticals, (iv) publication of 
the Bulletin in card form. The report is printed in Congrés international des 
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bibliothéques et des Centres de documentation. The Hague, Nijhoff, 1955, vol II/A 
pp. 56-60 (provisional edn. in uncorrected proofs). 


BIBLIOGRAPHIES : Subject 


6258 An angling collection, Basil Lee. Manch. Rev., 7 Summer 1956, 
379-389. 

An outline of the scope, difficulties and interests of the collector of angling 
literature, with notes on some of its classics. Supplementing the article is a list 
of angling books available in the Manchester Reference Library. 


6259 Arabic works relating to South East Asia, G. R. Tibbetts. Malaya 
Lib. Group Newsl., 1 (4) April 1956, 79-86. 

The bulk of Arabic references to South East Asia occurred between the 7th- 
10th centuries when Arab trade with the East was at its height. Later, trade 
and interest slackened, until the 14th-15th centuries when new interest was aroused 
and from which time dates the best known work, that of Ibn Battuta. The 
earliest references appear generally in fanciful tales and few appear to be the 
work of actual travellers. Research during the last hundred years has brought 
many new facts to light about the manuscripts. A list of the more up-to-date 
editions and translations of the works cited is appended. 


6260 A banking bibliography, I. Shrigley. North Western Newsl., (40) 
July 1956, 4-5. 

A list of 40 essential books, together with publishers and prices, that c1n be 
bought for about £55. 


6261 These are my jewels, Harry C. Bauer. Bull. of Bib., 21 (9) January- 
April 1956, 205-206. 

Discusses biographies of children written by their parents and mentions 
outstanding examples written in English. 


6262 Business information — some American reference books, 
V. Robert Coleman. London Lib., 2 (7) August 1956, 3-5. 

Notes a few of the books and periodicals particularly useful for a commercial 
department in a British public library aiming to answer enquiries about the 
United States. The items listed cover: sources of information, statistics, industry 
surveys, market data, manufacturers, and buyers’ guides. 


6263 Bibliografia de Cine. [Bibliography of the cinema]. Sara Sanchez 
Rodriguez. Bol. Asoc. Cubana, 8 (1) March 1956, 8-12. 
48 items in English, Spanish and French with annotations. 


6264 Charles Lamb in the Harvard Library, Corl R. Woodring. Harvard 
Lib. Bull., 10 (2) Spring 1956, 208-239. Facsims. 

The first instalment of a description of Harvard’s holdings of printed and 
manuscript material by or relating to Lamb. 
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6265 A Bibliography of Mantua I. 1472-1498, D. E. Rhodes. Bibliofilia, 
57 (3) 1955, 173-187. 

This is intended as the first of a series which will compose a list of all books 
(except Hebrew) printed in Mantua up to about 1610. The incunable period 
is probably the easiest to deal with but there are problems and the author has 
availed himself of previous authorities as well as standard catalogues and he 
discusses their findings. There is a chronological list of 9 printers in the period 
and 42 works are listed with notes. Title pages are transcribed and the locations 
of copies are given. 


6266 A selection of medical books suitable for public libraries, 1954-55, 
Irene R. Johnston. Ontario Lib. Rev., 40 (2) May 1956, 106-109. 
A list of 30 books published in England and North America. 


6267 L’inventaire permanent des périodiques étrangers en cours 
(LP.P.E.C.). [Union list of current foreign periodicals]. Bull. bib. France, 1 (3) 
March 1956, 178-182. 


The Bibliothéque nationale is preparing a union catalogue of periodicals held 
by Parisian and university libraries. In 1950 it published a list of foreign 
periodicals received by 74 Parisian libraries. This was taken up by the Direction 
des bibliothéques de France which proposed to enlarge its scope and keep it 
up-to-date as I.P.P.E.C. A stencilled index was made, which is to be under 
constant revision, and the number of participating libraries is now 1,709. Despite 
the difficulties in the compilation of such an index, I.P.P.E.C. has already proved 
useful for locating periodicals, co-ordinating acquisitions and filling gaps in 
holdings and subject coverage. 


6268 Drames 4 clef, Earle F. Walbridge. Bull. N.Y. Publ. Lib., 60 (4-6) 
April-June 1956, 159-174, 235-247, 289-297. 

A list of plays with characters based on real people, being a reprint of one 
section of Literary characters drawn from life, published in 1936 and now out of 
print. The preface to the book, by John Mason Brown, is also reprinted. The 
list consists of about 220 plays, divided into English drama, American drama, 
and European drama. The last section is subdivided by country. The plays 
are arranged chronologically in each section. 


6269 Literary Manuscripts of Alfred Tennyson in the Harvard College 
Library, Edgar F. Shannon, Jr., and W. H. Bond. Harvard Lib. Bull., 10 (2) 
Spring 1956, 254-274. Facsims. 

A brief general description of the materials in the Amy Lowell collection, 
with an index of titles and first lines, designed to indicate the nature and extent 
of the collection and to show precisely the poems in manuscript available for 
study at Harvard. The collection includes additions made to the original 
Lowell manuscripts, in particular, the notebooks and manuscripts of Tennyson 
purchased two years ago from Sir Charles Tennyson. 
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THE ART OF THE BOOK: Paper, typography, binding, 
illustration 


6270 Schatten iiber der Buchdruckerkunst im ersten Jahrhundert ihre; 
Daseins. [The other side of the picture of the printing craft in the first hun 
dred years of its existence]. H. J. de Vleeschauwer. Mousaion. (8-9) 1956, 1-78, 


“ 


The author provides a wide-ranging theoretical exposition to show that : 
printing as a medium of the intellect forced the intellect to submit and fit itself 
to printing”. While not dealing directly with the craft itself'a hint is given that 
a later article may deal with the technical side. Contents: 1. In place of an 
introduction (Printing a substitute for thinking) ; 2. The Book in antiquity and 
Middle Ages (Greeks: talkers and readers) ; 3. Decline of symbolism (Middle 
Ages iconography all powerful until 1250, scholasticism later) ; 4. MS and 
incunable (Early printing conservative in copying MS) ; 5. Appearance of the 
professional author (Patronage and low quality essays) ; 6. Decline of didactic 
literature (““Saws” in rhyme replaced by the encyclopaedia) ; 7. Reformation 
and the Book: Light and shade (Pamphlets of all concerned poor in formal 
quality and content) ; 8. Universal and national culture (Postulates that the small 
collections in monastic libraries, having one liturgical aim, preserved the unity 
of the West ; the growth of printing, with diverse aims, destroyed that unity), 
The responsibility for the growth of the national state is placed on printing rather 
than the Reformation itself. 


6271 Spigolature Machiavelliane : La “Contraffazione” del Decennale, 
[Machiavellian gleanings: the unauthorized printing of the Decennale, 
Roberto Ridolfi. Bibliofilia, 57 (3) 1955, 196-202. Facsims. 


The first Decennale, printed in 1506, under the care of Agostino di Matteo 
Vespucci now no longer exists and at best there remains the imperfect description 
of it left by Giuseppe Torre, who owned a copy during last century. The 
pirate edition appeared twenty days after the first edition and was printed by 
Ser Antonio Tubini and Andrea Ghirlandi. A note of the errors in the pirate 
edition was sent to Machiavelli by Vespucci but had been missing until Professor 
Ridolfi found it recently at an auction sale of letters written to Machiavelli. 
Since there is a unique copy of the pirate edition in the British Museum whichis 
free of these errors it becomes evident that Vespucci and Machiavelli must have 
come to an agreement with Tubini and Ghirlandi, whereby the latter were 
allowed to issue a corrected edition, apparently reprinting only the three (out of 
six) leaves which contained the major errors. The collection of letters, which 
confirm certain conjectures made by Ridolfi in his recent biography of Machia 
velli, has, by his intervention, been secured for the National Library of Florence. 


6272 [William Dugard]. (In Walker, W. G., A History of the Oundle 
Schools, pp. 704-720). 

William Dugard, Usher at Oundle School from 1626-1629, was the printer of 
the Eikon Basilike, 1649. This chapter gives a scholarly account of his work. 
The History of Oundle Schools was privately issued by the Grocers Company of 
London for the fourth centenary of the foundation of the school. Copies may 
be obtained from the Bursar of Oundle School, price 40/-. 
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6273 Liber librorum : bokkonstnirer i femton lander gir typografiska 
lésningar av Bibeln. [Liber librorum : book-designers in fifteen countries 
make solutions of Bible typography]. Bror Zachrisson. Nord. Tid., 43 (1) 
1956, 17-23. Illus. 

In order to celebrate the 500th anniversary of the 42-line Gutenberg Bible of 
1455, fifty outstanding book-designers in various countries were invited, in 1953, 
to present their individual solutions of Bible typography in the form of eight 
page projects based on the text of Genesis. The summons was accepted by 38 
designers in 15 countries. Some 200 complete sets are being presented to libraries, 
museums, and religious institutions all over the world ; 500 sets are for sale at 
$22.50. The article describes the Liber librorum venture and briefly discusses 
some of the projects. 


AUTHORS, PUBLISHERS, READERS 


6274 Zur Giiltigkeit des Deutschen Pflichtexemplarrechts. [On the 
validity of the German Copyright Laws]. Werner Jiitte. Z. f. Bib.u.Bib., 3 
(2) 1956, 83-101. Bibliog. 

Considerable differences of opinion exist as to the right of certain copyright 
libraries in the various German Linder to demand free copies of new books as 
they are published. The law of 1874 which originally established the procedure 
has since been repealed, and although the practice persists, it is regarded by some 
asa tax in kind. The publication of Martin Léffler’s book Presserecht (Berlin, 
1955), part of which deals with the problem, has provided the author with an 
opportunity to discuss the situation and at the same time to reply to Loffer. 
The author considers that Léffler’s book, although in many ways a valuable 
commentary, has failed to present the whole problem, and in some parts is 
even incorrect. What is called for, he considers, is a thorough revision of the 
relevant sections of the work, which may then serve to dispel any doubts regard- 
ing the law’s interpretation. 


6275 Copyright and scientific development. Nature, 177 (4512) 21 April 
1956, 717-719. 

The Copyright Bill, 1956, re-states the law of copyright in Britain as given in 
the Act of 1911 with certain alterations. It omits the 1911 Act qualifications 
that during the last 25 years of the copyright life of a published work that work 
can be re-published as of right by any person who pays the copyright owner 
the royalties. It also omits the clause referrring to the power of the Judicial 
Committee of the Privy Council at any time after the death of the author of a 
work which is being published to override any refusal of the copyright owner 
to permit re-publication. This enables Britain to adhere to the Berne Copyright 
Union. Other changes comcern the fields of photo-copying, recording and 
broadcasting. The clauses in the Bill seek to make it easier for the student to 
obtain photocopies. The copyright in an article in a periodical publication is 
not infringed by making or supplying a copy provided that : the copy is supplied 
bya library of a class prescribed by the Board of Trade, i.e. libraries not established 
or conducted for profit ; persons prove that they want the copy solely for 
private study ; only one copy of the same article is supplied to any one person 
and not more than one article in any one periodical is copied. In discussion in 
the House of Lords it was argued that the financial rewards were not to be 
compared with the advantages of making information as widely available as 
possible. Such is the cost of subscribing to and storing a periodical that it is 
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only by photocopies of articles that the contents are revealed at all. This aspect 
does not seem to have been adequately considered in the drafting of the Bil 
and there is need for adjustment to allow for the new conditions which scientific 
advance has brought. (Cf LSA 6237). 


6276 Books and the future : a speculation, Dan Lacy. Bull. N.Y. Publ 
Lib., 60 (5) May 1956, 211-234. 

The author forecasts the likely trend of population increase, the increase of 
education, and the reduction of the old barriers to the wider use of books — lack 
of leisure, lack of means, lack of accessibility of books, marginal literacy. He 
does not believe that any major changes in manufacturing techniques will take 
place, but that the book is the most efficient means of recording knowledge in 
cheap and usable form. Efforts will stillrequire to be made to overcome the 
barriers of habit. 


6277 Ensayo sobre el desarrollo de la literatura infantil universal, 
[Essay on the development of children’s literature]. Maria de los Angeles Gémez 
Vila. Bol. Asoc. Cubana, 7 (4) December 1955, 136-140. 


The first children’s books were written on parchment and were considered 
too precious to be entrusted to children. Elucidarium by Anselm, archbishop of 
Canterbury, was the first children’s encyclopedia, and Commenius’ Orbis Pictus 
(1657) the first picture book for children. The 17th century allowed only 
reading and prayer books with woodcut illustrations ; as a result children began 
reading adult books. John Newberry (1713-1767) was the first publisher of 
books for children. Towards the end of the 18th century followers of Rousseau 
started a vogue for books of moral instruction in story-form. Fairy stories 
became popular in the kindergartens of the 19th century. In England travel 
books were written by Harriet Martineau. The modern period in children’s 
literature may be said to have begun with Lewis Carroll’s Alice in Wonderland 
(1865). 


6278 The Penguin comes of age, Sir Allen Lane. Brit. Bk. News, (191) 
July 1956, 395-399. 

Beginning with ten reprints of novels at 6d. apiece in 1935, Penguin Books 
have during the 21 years of their existence produced nearly 2,500 titles in various 
series, including many new works. At present about 10 million copies are sold 
in a year, half of them overseas, justifying Sir Allen’s belief in the possibilities of 
well-designed inexpensive books to inform, educate and entertain. 


6279 Les clubs du livre. [Book clubs]. Pierre Riberette. Bull. bib. Franc, 
1 (6) June 1956, 425-439. 

The idea originated in Germany in 1914 and was adopted by America. In 
France in 1924 a committee of writers made a monthly selection of books 
representative of French literature to be sent to subscribers at usual prices. After 
the Liberation, book clubs developed considerably. Unlike the American 
system which imposes its choice on the subscriber, French clubs offer a selection 
from which a minimum number of books are bought. Standards of book 
production are high and books offered may be new editions of classics as well as 
modern works. Clubs publish journals to keep members informed. Despite 
the natural limitation of choice, librarians may well find book club productions 
useful acquisitions. They are often more solidly bound, better annotated, 
more recently edited and attractively produced than ordinary editions with 
which they compare favourably in price. 
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6280 New voices in English poetry, G. S. Fraser. Brit. Bk. News, (192) 
August 1956, 461-465. 

The poetry of the early 1950s was largely issued in small and flimsy editions, 
but reviewers, the B.B.C. and the Arts Council have now interested the larger 
wblishers in it. The poets of the ‘new movement’, several of whom belong to 
the academic world, believe that poetry can be lucid and controlled, able to 
convey experience and express judgments. 


6281 Of modern translations from the French, G. Turquet-Milnes. 
Brit. Bk. News (190) June 1956, 333-337. 


The difficulties of translating poetry and the works of humorists are nearly 
wsurmountable, but translations of novels and plays are more successful. The 
good translator needs not only a thorough knowledge of the language, but also a 
fmiliarity with the manners of thought and the background of the author whom 
heis translating, and must be able to make this background intelligible to English 
readers. 


6282 Scandinavian chemical literature, Julian F. Smith. J. Chem. Educ., 
33 March 1956, 135-137. 


A brief account of the types of publication which appear in Sweden, Norway, 
Denmark and Iceland, with an alphabetical listing of representative periodicals 
and serials. The author notes the practice in Scandinavian literature of publish- 
ing in English, German or French, as well as the encouragement of international 
journals which publish papers in various languages, usually that of the author if 
heisnot Scandinavian. (Taken from Amer. Doc., 7 (3) July 1956). 


6283 American books abroad, Dan Lacy and others, editors. Lib. Trends, 5 
(t) July 1956, 188 p. References. 

American books in Great Britain and the British Commonwealth are not 
considered. In other countries the chief obstacles to the distribution of books 
fom the U.S.A. include import restrictions and the shortage of dollar credits, 
the lower price of British editions and trade agreements reserving certain areas 
tothem, the absence of copyright protection, illiteracy, the lack of books suitable 
forlocal conditions, and inadequate retail and public library facilities. The export 
of American books is of recent growth ; an average of 7 % of the total production 
isexported. The commercial and bibliographic problems involved are discussed 
ad U.S. government activity in this field described. The Information Center 
Service of the United States Information Agency operates the overseas book 
ad library programmes and selection criteria and administrative methods, 
including the Informational Media Guaranty Program, designed to offset dollar 
shortage, are outlined. Other agencies include private voluntary organisations 
such as the Ford Foundation and CARE. Libraries abroad are also aided by the 
lternational Exchange Service of the Smithsonian Institution and the United 
States Book Exchange. Separate area surveys deal with American books in the 
far East, Africa South of the Sahara, the Middle East, Europe, South Asia, 
South-east Asia, and Latin America. These are based upon papers prepared for 
aconference on “American books abroad” sponsored by the National Book 
Committee and held at Princeton in September 1955. Each survey considers 
the political and commercial situation, the degree of literacy, and the actual and 
potential market for books imported from the U.S.A. or produced locally in 
tanslations with U.S. sponsorship. Measures to widen the distribution of 
American books in English or in translation are outlined for each area. The 
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methods suggested include action by the government, private foundations, and 
commercial publishers, working separately or in co-operation. 


6284 Suomen kansa antaa kirjoille arvoa — antavatko kansan johtajat? 
[The Finnish people appreciate books — what about the leaders 2]. Kirjastoleht, 
49 (5) May-June 1956, 89. 

In the spring of 1956, the government presented a bill in the diet to extend the 
sales tax to books and periodicals. The general opinion, as wellas that of the 
members of the parliament, was against this proposal. The report of the Com- 
mittee of Cultural Affairs was likewise negative, and in spite of the compromise 
suggested by the Committee of State Finances, the bill was not passed. It is 
clear that the moral and esthetic sense of the people cannot be educated through 
taxation, but with the aid of positive cultural work. 


6285 L’impartialité dans la communication des renseignements. 
[Librarians and censorship]. Pierre Bourgeois. Assn. Bib. Fr. Bull., (20) June 
1956, 87-95. 

The problem of censorship in libraries is examined with reference to current 
attitudes in America, German and Russian library literature. The author suggests 
that incomplete information on a topic breeds intolerance and that it is a librarian’s 
duty to be impartial in providing sound literature on both sides of a question. 


6286 Books for the young: non-fiction, John Baker. Brit. Bk. News 
(193) September 1956, 525-528. 

The provision of children’s non-fiction books, other than school textbooks, 
has greatly increased since 1939, about 70% of the sales being to institutions 
(schools, public libraries, etc.). Production and editing standards have both 
improved. There is still need for up-to-date selection tools in this field. 


6287 Enid Blyton and others: an American view, Janice Dohm 
N.Z. Libs., 19 (2) March 1956, 38-44. 

A reasoned criticism of the work of Enid Blyton. The author concludes 
that the world presented by Enid Blyton is “very small and trivial . . . , it never 
leaves the most under-privileged child’s mental environment, and it usually 
suggests that any book which does so is probably difficult and dull’. 


6288 La presse pour enfants en France. [Children’s periodicals in Franc 
Simone Lacroix. Bull. bib. France, 1 (2) February 1956, 102-119. Bibliog. 


The continued popularity of children’s periodicals in France is attracting 
attention. Results of research and surveys are given, mainly in connection with 
recreational rather than educational magazines. Action has been taken to combi 
the influence of the American horror comic. A 1949 proposal was that 75% od 
space should be filled by French authors and artists ; this brought some improve 
ment. Comics have five themes ; animals, cowboys, historical, detective, and 
adventure, but the treatment is choked by convention. The stereotyped super 
human hero acts with violence and confusion of moral values. In 1949 a lav 
banned publications showing violence in a favourable light and likely to ham 
children, and in 1954 a commission was set up to control juvenile publication 
Editors set up their own council and an improvement has been noticed. 
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6289 Magazines children like, Myrtle Templeton. Illinois Libs., 38 (4) 
April 1956, 94-101. Tables. 

The writer has used lists of magazines which experienced librarians have 
recommended, data secured from surveys done from 1936-1954 to determine 
magazines children like, and the results of a survey done February 1, 1955 in 
the Pinckneyville Public School, grades 4-8. The magazines listed are mainly 
available in the U.S.A. only, although Collins Magazine, National Geographic 
and perhaps others appear in England. 


BIOGRAPHY 


6290 John Cotton Dana 1856-1929, William R. Lansberg. Bull. Free Lib. 
Comm. Vermont, 52 (1) June 1956, 2-6. 
A brief appreciation of the famous American librarian. 


6291 Flora B. Ludington, Dorothy Bevis. Bull. of Bib., 21 (9) January- 
April 1956, 193-195. Port. 

Miss Ludington, after attending the University of Washington and New 
York State Library Schools, was for 14 years Reference Librarian at Mills College, 
California. In 1936 she became Librarian of Mount Holyoke College at South 
Hadley, Mass. Her other professional activities have included the organisation 
of the U.S. Information Service in Bombay, advisory work in Japan, and a 
share in the development of the Hampshire Inter-Library Center. She was 
President of the A.L.A., 1953-1954. 


6292 Mary Utopia Rothrock : a tribute, Helen M. Harris. Southeastern 
Librarian, 6 (1) Spring 1956, 5-8. Illus. 

From 1916 to 1934 Miss Rothrock was chief librarian of Lawson McGhee 
Library, Knoxville, Tennessee. In 1934, after serving as consultant for the 
Tennessee Valley Authority’s library programme, she became the Authority’s 
full-time supervisor of library service. Here she continued until she retired in 
1948. From 1949 to 1954 she reorganised the Knox County Library. She 
helped to found the East Tennessee Historical Society and contributed to its 
Publications as well as writing and editing historical works. She was the first 
president of the Southeastern L. A. Under her guidance the TVA issued 
Libraries of the Southeast (1949), the report of a co-operative survey which focussed 
attention on library conditions. She has received many honours for her 
librarianship and historical work. 
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